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BIRTHS, 


On April 18th, at H.B.M. Consulate-General, 
Hankow, the wife of E. H. Fraser, Esq., of a 
daughter. 

On May lst, at Shanghai, the wife of J. H. 
HInton, a gon. 

On Sunday, 3rd May, at “ Eilandonan,” -the 
Peak, Hongkong, to Mr. and Mra A. G. Coppin, 
a daughter, 

On May 4th, at Tyrella Rectory, Co Down, the 
wife of L, A. M. Jonnsror, of a daughter (still- 
born), 


MARRIAGE. 


*s On May lst, at Shanghai, Dororny Wier 
to W. A. Roszrrs, 


DEATHS. 


On April 9th. on board the steamer Vorwaerts, 
between Penang and Madras, Geraarp Hugo 
THEODOR WILLKOoMM, son of Mr. and Mrs. E. 
Willkomm of “hanghai, aged 2 years. 

On April 80th, at Shanghai, of heart failure, 
BanamMim Mosne Bewsamin of tho Shanghai 
Mutual Telephone Office, aged 24 years. 

On April 30th, at Shanghai, ELIZABETH, infant 
daughter of Alexander Nichol, I.M.C. 

On May 4th, at Kowloon Hotel at 12.30 p-m. 
James Wiitiam Osporne, aged 65 years. 
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RIVAL OF MAILS, 


— 


The German Mail of the 7th ult. arrived by 
the N.D.L. steamer Buelow on the 5th inst, 


The French Mail of the 10th ult. arrived per 
8.8. Ernest Simons to-day the 11th inst. 
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FAR EASTERN NEWS. 


tee 
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His Excellency the Governor liag been pleased 
to direct that the Ordinance No. ] of 1908, en- 
titled An Ordinance to amend the Fire Br gade 
Ordinance, 1868, shall coma into operatidn as 
and from the first day of Februaty, 1908. | 


His Excellenoy the Governoé has give his 


assent, in the namé and on belialf of Hial Ma- 
jesty the King, to the fallowing Ordiriance 
passed by the Legislative Council :—Ordinance 
No, 7 of 1908:—An Ordinances to erabla 
Foreign Corporations to acqnireland hold land 
in the Colony. 4 

Another gambling raid fatalily took place on 
May 2nd. When ‘the polida visited 12 
U lok Lane, West Point, for {he purpose of 
executing a gambling warrant somebody gave 
the alarm and the usual pavio ensued. One 
man leaped from a window on the firat flour to 
the street below and struck his head on a door 
step. His skull was fractured aud he died 
shortly afterwards in the hospital, 

A special meeting of the Srnitary Board was 
held on May 5thto consider areport hy the 
Colonial Veterinary surgeon (hat rinderpest 
had broken ont on the Dairy Farm premises 
at Kai Lung Wan. The Veterinary Surgaon 
stated six cows were affected and. these had been 
put in the hospital shed and the contacts 
Inoculated. On the moti n of the President, 
seconded by Mr. Shelton Hooper,ithe place was, 
declared an infected area, i 


On May Sth a Chinaman went 
Messrs. Gaupp's shop and “purchased a gold 
watch for $45, tendering in payment what 
looked like a fifty dollar bill, e@ was handed 
$5 in change and when he went out it was dis- 
covered that ‘he bill was only far ten dollars, 
and that the figures round the sides had been 
cleverly altered, the one in front of the oypher 
being changed to five, while the words ten 
dollars remaived distinot-in the hody of the bill. 
The police were acquainted with the matter 
and they are endeavouring to trace ihe 
man. - 4 i 

An Indian policeman on duty, at Taipo in 
the New Territory was on May 5th fined $25; or 
five weeks’ imprisonment for assaulting a native 
and committed to prison for six wee:s without 
the option of a fine for recklessly discharging 
his revolver. Apparently he was celebrating 
his return from Hongkong by drinking from a 
bottle of gin which ha had purchased until he 
became intoxicated. Then he stumbled into a 
mashed and becoming annoyed at the cook he 
sat upon him and beat him, ending his per. 
formance by firing two shots a his revolver 
in the air, 

According to the “ Sinwéaopa 
the Imper‘al Guards, whilst aking their 
rouuds in the vicinity of Eho Patk Palace the 
other day, arrested two soldiers belonging to 
the Foreign legation guards inj Pe! ing who 
bad been cavght maltreating a young girl, tha 
daughter of a farmer named Fei, who lives at 
the foot of Wanshon bill, just outside Eho Park, 
It appears that the victim resieled the attack. 
whereupon the soldiers stabbed hér in the side 
and, upon the alarm being raised agda gendarme, 
appearing, he also was wounded by the foreign 
soldiers. Fortunately a patrol | of Imperial 
Gaards came up ond arrested tHe men whom 
they handed over to an officer af the Ministry 
of War. 


into 


4” a patrol of 


The importation into Hongkong through the 
Post Office of any seditious pablication by any 
correspondenda is prohibited by regalations 
made by the Governor-in-Counoil. The Post- 
master-General may seize all such seditioas 
publications and cause the same to be returned 

| to the post office at which they were mailed, 


On May 7th an American named J. 
A Mackenzie who arrived here a few days 
ago from, Manila, committed snicite in the 
Oriental Hotel, where he has been staying since 
his arrival. On presenting himeelf at the 
Hotel on Monday he was in a very exhausted 
condition aud explained that he had had a rough 
passage from Manila and had been very sick. 
‘He engaged a room—one on the top floor being 
placed at his d'gposal,—and kept to it all the: 
time. He drank a good d of whisky, so 
much so that the manager of the hotel felt 
called upon to restrict his supply, and all hia 
meals were served in his room. On Wednesday 
morning the manager entered the visitor's 
room and engaged him in conversation for a 
time in the course of which Mr. Mackenzie 
thanked him for his friendly intervention and 
asked him to accompany him to Massrs, Shewan 
Tomes acd Co. in order to book his passage to 
Manila. The manager consanted. Nothiag 
transpired to arouse his suspicion that the 
visitor comtemplated suicide, Yesterday about 
five minutes past two a shot was heard 
and the manager was at once informed, 
and he proceeded to the room, having 
in the meantime called the police, Mr, 
Mackenzie was‘found stretched onthe bed, partly 
dressed, with a bullet wound above the loft 
temple. He expired about five minutes after- 
wards, One of his portmanteaux was open, and 
it was apparently from this that he had jast taken 
his Colt revolver. Four of the six chambers 
were loaded. Deceased was about 40 years of 


age, of slender build, medium height, and clean 
shaven excepting a moustache. 


THE RE-REVISION OF TREATIES, 


The following statement emanates from tha 
Foreign Office in Tokyo in regard to the 
negotiations for the comia 


g revision of the 
treaties :—~ i 


When the existing treaties were signed, the 
primary object was the removal of the extra- 
terri ‘orial rights of foreign Powersin Japan. As 
Japan was so eager for the recovery of jadicial 
autonomy and as her position in the comity of 
nations had not then reached its present level, 
naturally some inequalities in the treaties were 
unavoidable, in partionlar the failure to secure 
complete Customs autcnomy being disadvan- 
tageous to Japan.; Now it must be the unanim- 
ous desire of the people of the Empire to 
remove this inequality and recover the Customs ° 
aglonomy, and this is the primary object of the 
forthcoming revision of treaties, To what ex- 
tent the amendment of the Customs stariff can 
be effected it is difficult to predict before the 
complétion of a full investigation of the matter; 
bat the Government desires to amerd it ona 
footing of equality with: other Powers. - The 
Ficance Départment has been investigating the 
condition of production and consumption of all 
commodities, and the Foreign Office has of lata 
also been considering the economic situation, 


and all other matters necessary for the revision 
of the treaties. as 


boo 
THE LEGISLATIVE DEBATE. 


was sober.’ That is very much jwhat the 
Nene eaeD eae eer Hon. Mr. Ossorng, and possibly |the sober 
(Daily Press, May 2nd), officers of the Department, seem to have 

“ Almost thou persuadest ” would occur | been expecting. The Hon. Mr. Ossorne's 
to many pro-Commission minds after read-| complaint of the “cruel injustice” of 
ing the speech to the Legislative Council by | « bespattering the characters"| of such 
the Hon. Mr. Ossoznnz. It was indeed a | officers and servants ag had nothing to blush 
masterly bit of pleading, but we do not wish | for was mere rhojomontade, therefore; and 
to follow the example of praising the apeech | the Commissioners would have bean to blame 
and condemning the argument. Itisapoor|if they had wasted time and Taaned by 
compliment to any man to tell him he has | inserting in their already volumimous report 
made a fine speech and (hen to vote against | a lot of compliments that could only have 
him. It is just as bad to flatter aman on| obscured the more immediately import- 
his eloquence and then attack him for saying | ant issues. In defence of those of us 
something he never said. The Hon. Mr.| who may have been pertiaps too hearti- 
Oszorar observed that in Hongkong it|ly damning the bad elements of the 
is the practice to strangle industrial | Department, it might be shown that the 
enterprise with vexatious conditions, The] Hon. Mr. Osporng, in spite of his eloquent 
Hon. Mr. May’s argument was all to show | tribute to its better elements, doés not come 
that auch enterprize had not been strangled | far short of uttering expressions equally 
with vexatious prices, which is quite[capable of wounding those ‘susceptible 
another story The land allocated may not | members of the service who haveiapparently 
coat too much when taken over, but its [been filting on caps not iutended for them. 
subsequent development, on Jines for which- The “ unneces:ary harshness” ofthe admin- 
it was acquired, may, by reason of vexatious | istration he barely admitted, though, it is 
conditions then and subse quently imposed, suggestive to find him. remarking that “the 
which we think is what the Hon. Mr.} whole Sanitary department from President 
Osporne meant. He certainly said nothing | downwards should understand that the law 
about the price of land beitg prohibitive, | was not framed for the purpose of harassing 
and his phrase covers far more than the |and annoying,” and that alove all they 
point laboured by the’ Hon. Mr. May.| should “avoid a senseless interpretation of 
Another critic was the Hon. Dr. Ho Kar, | the law.’’ He also granted “ thie misplaced 
who accused the Hon. Mr. Osporne of} zeal, stupidity, and arrogince. of subor- 
making a mistake in ignoring the fact that | dinates,” and that admission. implies of 
it is the Chinese labour which really makes | necessity either incapacity or neglect among 
the trade of the port. The whole point of | those who are nat subordinates. } There bas 
the Hon. Mr. Ossorwe’s argument that | been, also, in bis own words, ‘a sensele-s 
there ebould be no turning back from the | interpretation of the law, but whether pro- 
work of purification hegun in 1903 rested on | perty interests would be any safér from such 
the necessity of m-king the conditions| under an elected body with fuller powers 
favourable to the health of the population, | than they would be under the Official- 
which means primarily, of course, the health | medical-cum-Building A uthority-cum-Cadet 
of the labouring population. His picturet system is a theory that the Hon. Mr. 
of “‘an empty and a ruined city, with’a | QsporNE encourages us to doubt. We 
commerce departed never to return,” was! must admit with him that ‘much good 
plainly a picture of a city that had been | ganitary work has been done, but we are 
ruined by disease consequent on neglected | by no means immune from communicable 
sanitation. Thus so far, it will be seen, | diseases yet, and in view of certain liabilities 
‘the Hon, Mr. Osnorne’s powerful plea | that no precautions can relieve us from it is 
has been attacked fur defects it does not | irritating to be vexed by professional fads, 
co: tain. In going on to our own criticiam, | and red-tape administration of inclastic 
we have to adunt at once that the points | hyelaws or ordinances. What is wanted, to 
‘we object to are mere excrescences, that | quote the Hon. Mr. Osporne’s memorable 
do not affect the spirit and tenour of | phrase, is an eud of the “administrative 
his thesis. Its maiu principles we could | incapacity to apply the law ia a common- 
not feel confident about upse‘ting, so | sense and reassuable fashion,” and so far as 
serious an impression does it make, | tha Commiasioners’ recommendations seem 
and so effectively does it throw the| to promise that consummation,‘and only so 
shadow of doubt over hitherto cherished | far, they should receive support. For 
opinions, Thatis the greatest compliment | ourselves, we do not think we can ba 
we cau pay him—not that his oratory | accused of having helped ¢d fuster the 


Id : 
THE HONGKONG WEEKLY PRESS AND 


‘unfair advantage. 


compares favourably with Parliamentary 
efforts—but that it weakens the faith of the 
devout; that, in short, it has a converting 
power. Superficially, as we have said, 
we find features that offend. There are 
gratuitous remarks here and there that 
would mar the effect of a less forcible 
argument. There is rio one less tolerant 
than the hater of intolerance, and therein 
we seem to see illustrated the Hon. Mr. 
Osnorne’s position when he complains of 
“the charges of incapacity and corruptiqn 
\evelled at the whole department,” 
when he complains that “from beginning to 
end of the Commissioners’ report there is 
not one word of approbation, not the 
faintest meed of praise.” Expensive com- 
missions are not appointed to pay com- 


and \ before us, E 


delusion that this community ‘is ‘‘ crushed 
beneath the heel of official tyranny,”’ though 
wo do persist in the assertion that it has 
been sometimes pricke! by ‘extravagant 
official fads, against which there ought to 
be come check, presumably ut.the Sanitary 
Board. Asa result of this latest debate in 
the Legislative Council, however, we now 
entertain the hope that a happy issue is 
in sight. We have more than a hope— 
it is our conviction that! a suitable 
compromise is already casting its shadow- 


DISRA\ KED MISSIONARIES. 


———______¢—______—— 
(Daily Press, 4th Méy.) 
Few Chinese edicts have been more quietly 


pliments to those who may happen to deserve | received, considering its impprtance, than 
them. The Commission found that mauy| the’ recent one depriving Roman Catholic 
things were wrong, and its business and duty | missionaries of the official (Chinese) rank 
was to point them out. Iu entering in his| they havé been enjoying since Bishop 
Jog book that all the forecastle hands were | Favier got it for thém in 1899. The Cbi- 
drunk and incapable, we would not expect | nese Governmeut has thereby lin ohe coup 
the Captain to add, “but I have pleasure | abolished a number of annoying anomalies, 
in recording the fact that the Chief Officer! and probably prevented a rectrrence of the 
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peculiar troubles that apah people have 
been attributing to these false positiors of 
the priests. Over forty Roman Catholic 
bishops in China had viceregal rank, and 
some of them (if not ull) moved about with 
the parade of bee ha Well over a 
thousand pricsts similarly pr inced about as 
refects. The whole business has always 
bea of course, a direct violence to the 
religion they teach, as is, indeed, the 
ostentation of a bishop in any European 
couotry. Only in China the evil example 
has been exaggerated. ‘These men may 
claim apostolic succession, but they certainly 
do not cultivate apostolic simplicity and 
meekness. In China this assumption of 
high rank by missionaries has meant more 
than a breach of religious d-corum. I[t hag 
agpravated the worries incidental in any 
cage to the presence of foreign progagandists 
in such large numbers. Some of the men 
have been accused of abusing the privilege 
which was, of course, bestowed for a special 
rgason, on the Jesuitical principle of the 
eod justifying the means. But there is no 
need to go into that, Even if the accusa- 
tions of the past can never be substantiated 
the position itself was manifectly intolersble. 
It made the Protestant missionaries—who 
dare not approve all means to a desired end 
+-jealous, because they looked upon it, no 
doubt, as giving the rival propagandists an 
The Protestant mission- 
aries in conference at Shanghai about the 
same time decided against applying for a 
like privilege. Public opinion at Home would 
probably have been so much against it, if 
they had, that their funds derived froin 


collections and offertories would have been . 


in peril of dwindling to very little, Politi- 
cally there were stroag objections to the 
play-acting that hus been. going on for 
nearly a decade, with such results, by the 
way, as modified the Protestant idea that 
the system gave their rivals an advantage 
over them, It is parhaps not insiguificant 
that the Boxer lorror should have come to 
a crisis so soon after the priests b:gan to 
masquerade as offiials among the Cuinese, 
The political objections referred to may be 
inferred from the fact that while a French 
consul might be negotiating with a Taotai, 
a.French bishop coul-l .be negotiating an 
the sam: subject, and over bis head, with 
a Viceroy, although the said bishop legally 
speaking was subject to the authority of the 
Consul. ‘lhe same would apply also, of 
course, to such other nationalities, repre- 
sented in the missionary fraternity, as had 
consuls on the spot. That the Chinese did 
not like it gues w.thout saying, and now 
that it is ended, we trust they will be less 
ruftei by the presence of their uniavited 
mentors. It depends now almost entirely 
on the behaviour of the latter how the 
Chinese will treat them, which is as it 
should b-. 


CHINESE 8O DIERS. 


Be ae 
(Daily lress, May 5th.) 

Sume time ago, talking of the vew Chinese 
military ambitions, and of sundry nervous 
“ yellow peril’ comments therern, we qu t- 
eda conversation we had had with a high 
officer of His Imperial Japanese Majesty's 
army, who had been piving ug his reasons 
for belieying that the modern military 
movement in China could not have adequate 
results fur « long time to come. 
reason had reference to the Inck of morale, 
and the neglect of the reforms necesgary to 
inculcate and develop that essential motive 
of good suldiering. As a subject for debate 
the question hus no possibilities, being worn 


The chief 


_ 


threadbare, and the only excusa for again . 


referring to it at present is that we have 


M ay 11, 1908] 


recently been coming across some very 
interesting confirmation of the fact that 
Chinese soldiers are still a long way from 
the conditions that alone can knit them into 
an effective army. To the disorderly 
bebaviour of the modern troops at various 
places from the neighbourhood of Shanghai 
northwards we ueed nol. again refer, as such 


incidents are not uncommon awd have Been | 


briefly noted in our news c.lumns from time 
‘to time. But one illustration is too attract- 
ive not to be added to any record of things 
Chinese. Writing to a contemporary ano 
eyewitness tells what he observed during a 
voyage up the Canton river. Eight soldiers 
travelled un the launch to protect it from 
robbers, but they threw aside their equip- 
ment and spent the whole day gambling. 
Not until they were reaching Cuntoa, when 
it was no longer necessary, did thse 
soldiers arm themselves or show any sigus 
of being prepared for emergencies. ‘I'he 
foreigner was interested, and got into con- 
versalion with the officer commanding the 
squad, He elicited the admission that this 
belated show of alertness was necessary 
now because they were at last liable to he 
overlooked hy someone in authority. The 
“sergeant”? appears to have confessed that 
their behaviour had pot been soldierlike, 
but pleaded that military conscientiousness 
was difficult to keep up to standard for 
seven dollars per month, which was all the 
Emperor allcwed each man. “ Behold that 
Frivate’s trousers, supplied to him by the 
Emperor, They are full of holes, and he 
has been obliged to provide himself at his 
own cost with an inner pair, to keep his 
legs warm. What can the Emperor expect, 
for seven dollars per month? Why even 
I”—and here wecan sympathise with the 
feeling of injustice that must have shown 
iteelt through the words—“ even I get only 
‘twelve dollars per month.” Evidently His 
Imperial Chinese Majesty ve-ds a lot more 
eervants of the Ycan Suru-xKar breed, 
Pn EES 


SHARES. 


BO ie eee oes 
(Daily Press, May 6th.) 

Owing to local operations into a descrip- 
tion of which we cannot enter, some people 
at Shanghai have been conducting a little 
argument as to tle correct method of 
calculating the real yalue of comp iny 
shares. Experience teaches that at-Hong- 
kong as well as Shanghai the published 
Stock Exchange quotations are rarely a safe 
guide to market values ; they may approxi- 
mate current prices, though very often they 
fail even to attain that measure of accuracy 
as indicators. To a forced seller, the real 
value of his holdings is what they will 
fetch. The eager buyer cannot as easily 
ascertain the current market value, for it 
often happens (owing to the extent to which 
gamblers intervene) that his own bid 
inflates the quotation. It “hardens” or 
*“‘atiffens”’ the market; that is, it excites 
the rapacity of the sellers and or-the sellers’ 
agents. In order that a bona-fide investor, 
who wants toexclude as much of the element 
of ganbling from the transaction as 
possible, may know what isa fair price to 
name ia his firm offer, various particulars 
of the fivancial standing ofa company are 
obtainable. The - Shaughai argument, 
conducted in the correspondence columns 
of the newspapers, has been concerned with 
the question, which of the statistics offered 
have the truest bearing on the desired 
estimate. More explicitly, which should be 
taken most into calculation, the assets, 
reserves, dc., of the Company, or the 
dividends it has been paying *  “ Both,” 
though rather Irish, would seem to be 
the proper answer; but at Shanghai 


CHINA OVERLAND TRADE REPORT, 


the rival merit of each hag been upheld, 
The champion of nssets demanda, “If a 
j:coumpany has a bad year and dors not pav 
over four per cent, but has agsets to double 
I the value of the market value of the shares 
why should the shares drop?" 
champion of dividenda says{that in such 
‘circumstances sharca always do drop —that 
[it is “the fundamental law?! Therefore 
1“the value of ashure is determined by its 
‘dividend carning capacity.” | This gente- 


/man obviously means the true value tu the : 
; true investor, seeking a ial pereentaga j 


of income from his capital, 


obvious that his future incomé depends not 


only upon the percentaye of fetarns made! 


secur.ty of his capital, he must emeider 
botl sets of data hefore investing. He will 
naturally be willing to paf a higher 
premium fora sound stock. It is, however, 
not so simple as a question of what he is 
willing to do, but what he ikable to do. 
Until bis capital is invested! he has nn 


by the enterprise chosen, at also onjthe 


income, or none more than a bank will vive | 


him in the shape of interesé, When he 
euters the market as an investor, he is in 
the positiou of a man embarkidy in a boat, 
His notions of seamanship) may be sound, 
his craft seaworthy, but no navicator may 
shut his eyes lo- the fortuitous|perils of the 
seas. These, in our locil |Rialtos, are 
represented by the numerous buyers to 
whom the dividend returns arela sevondary 
concern. It is nu use saving that rocks 
ought not to be there beeange the chart 
shows none, aad sailing straight on. The 
breakers must be note-l. Thig means that 
even if the percentage of returng is good and 
promises to be reasonably | permanent, 
given fair play and ordinary} conditions, 
the investor should lark also to the char- 
acter and habits of the managejnent, of the 
directors, Are they sp-culatars or yan. 
blers¥ Is the stock a favourite with 
operators ? Do its quotations fluctuate con- 
ailerably? If so, let it alone. (The amount 
of the dividend, the existenca of a dividend 
at all, depends largely on the whim of the 
directurs, Business may hava been good, 
but they may go in for enlarging reserves or 
extending operations, or for Jany excuse 
to change the usual returns. {If they are 
themselves operators, they wil] do that, or 
decile to do that, su as to affecy the quota- 
tions in favour of their own operations 
aml the ordinary sharechollers| are pra--:ti- 
cally helpless. Say$ The |Godown, a 
curiousty interesting Shanghailpublication, 
Lat us assums that a widow with four aud a half 
clildreu had invested Ler entire fortuna of Tls 
34,000 in these shares at a price of|T'ls 220 :hree 
yearsago. She depends for the liieg of herself 
and her fracti nal family on the dividend ~arn- 
ing capacity of thess shares, aod they have 
given her a steady income for; thros years uf 
about Tis 2°0 a month, Then ona day this 
egsteemal widow, who is just as shrewd ns most 
m-n, and who, bysides, eojoys the: a-lvantage of 
p -ssessing fractioxal 
although her‘ sacurity ” remaius unimprired her 
income fur the year, and fur the year after next, 


and for tlie next year after “that, will gradually | 


undergo a process of pruning ia the followin 


rafio: 19-)0 [1s 205 per month,!907 Tls 195 per : 


month, 1903 Tls 120 par mouth, 199 ‘Pls 100 
p t month—all beeause her shares daring 14-4 
and the following years will nofearo enough 
money. -“lthongh her “security” is god 
enough, what du you think this shrewd widow 
will do? HReinember, she is us-d to an income 
of 200 Taels a month, and that fis all she hag 
vot. Sha will promptly eli her sha -es(esp-ci HG 
ifshe can fiod any one foolish ehoigh to pry 
her 220 taels for them) in spite of| any valacble 
assets uf thy companr, ani sho will invest her 
litele capital in the shares of the Hongk ng and 
Shanghai Baak oriu the Land Iavestment Co. 
or in some other gill-edzed stegk which will 
give hera monthly income of =) Taels. Aud 
& great many others, similarly situated, will do 


The! 


and as iff is: 


family d{scove-s that,.j 
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| the samo thing. Koowing thie, a great many 
: Other clever people, who are not necessarily 
; oblig-d to sell their holdings, take advantage of 
‘this knowledie and at once dispose of thair 
sharos. wall knowing that thei market will be 
_fltoded with shares, and that therefore the 
| Prics must coms down. When the mark-t, for 
“these reasons, bss regulated tha true prioa of 
‘tha shares, (which is their dividend earning 
capacity) the clevar operator may possibly bag | 
“back at their troa value (Ts 150) the very 


* 841me share he sild a few months before at Tis 
22a 


tis manifestly silly to value shares on 
the company's assets alone, for the chance 
iis the shires must be cished long before 
; the asaets are realizad, The same authority 
j estimates the value of four sto:ks on the 
j basis of theirassets, aud gets these startling 
; ries, truly a reduetio ad absurdum: Banka, 
Ts. 4213.17 5 Shanghii Ginds, Tls. 592.10; 
Shanghai Gas, Ts. 311.505 and Municipal 
Debentures, la. 1365.02. That ig to 
‘burlesque the argument, however, and 
though it may betray a shortage in our 
seuse of humour, we will repeat that the 
only way to find the real value of shares is 
to reckon the assets, the average dividend, | 
the capacity of the managemeut, tle 
character and habits of the directors, the 
present state and .prospects of the business, 
the ver:city of the enticing broker, to allow 
for unforeseen conting-ncies, aod then, 
having done all this, it is better to bura the 
calculations and vo toa lawyer to buy a first 
mortgave, Even thea it is the barest 
prudence? to insist on an excessive margin— 
in the Far East, anyway. 


\ 


REACTIONARIES AND 
RATL WAYS, 


—- —_»— -. — 
(Daily Press, 7th May.) 

A Visit t» Chinkiang and Nanking by the . 
newly opened railway cannot fail to indicate 
how powerful is the reactionary movement 
at present sweeping over the Empire, and 
how helpless in the struggle are m mentarily 
the causes miking for good. The railway 
itself, cmstructed to le the main highway 
of China, and to link up with the -great * 
north aud south artery from Peking to the 
South, was in the beginuing laid out onan 
ample scale; the line has heen formed to 
take a double line of rails, the rails are of 
full weight, the bridges and abutments well 
designed and solidly built, and ample space 
provided for future stations and goods stores 
iu view of future developments, With a 
[similar obj-ct the locomotives an rolling 
;stovk are of the bast. The engines, with a 
j view to economy in the long run, are heavy, 
{and awple space has been given for access 
jto the machinery; to suit the climate, the 
vearriages have been given greater height 
tthan is the gustom iu Europe ; while first 
; and second classes are well upholstered, and 
i well mounted on strong bogie frames. “It 
(was thought wiser at first, in order to 
preven. future trouble, to increase the 
| height an! width of the loading gauges, so 
‘that the errors which have already cost the 
British railways muny millions sterling 
should nit be repeated in China, and the 
i result is that the Shanghai-Nauking railway 
‘starts ay one of the best equipped lines in 
; the warld. ‘The capital, it may be remem- 

bered, has been found by an English 
| syndicate aud in vie w of the prospects of the 
line in the present, and its capacity for 
future extension, there is no doubt that it 
has done the best, not only for its coutribue 
tura, but for Cl.ina, in thus equipping the 
line wt the start. Unfortunately the view 
taken by the reactionary party, who, next 
to having no railway at all, would much 
prefer that it should be in: ficient in every 
way, conflicts with that of the projectors on 
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all these points; and as one of its leaders, 
the incapable and irreconcilable SHana 
Kounapao, ig at the moment in high favour 
at’ Peking, it may readily be conceived that 
no stone is left unturned to hamper the 
new enterprisé. We lately referred to the 
suicidal step sanctioned by Peking of 
inflicting on the line the curse of likin ; 
the effects of this insane policy are already 
being heavily felt. Notwitbstanding the 
competition of the waterways alongside, the 
superior facilities offcred by the railway were 
already beginning to attract guods traffic to 
the fine, and consequent on this the 
passenger record was rapidly growing, 
Already the goods traffic is a thing of the 
past, no one daring in the fuce of the 
uncertain, and unascertainable tariff, as 
well aa of the unfrieudliness of many of the 
local officials, 4o ventuge on sending their 
goods; while it is evident that pressure of 
some sort is being made use of to hinder 
the passenger traffic. It is at least note- 
worthy that the. trains of passenger boats 
between Shanghai and the other towns 
served by the railway, s> far ‘from falling 
off, as was naturally expected after the 
opening of the live, are actually within the 
lst few months increasing both in number 
and size, while the railway receipts from 
assenger traffic are, to all appearance, fal- 
ing off. As the railway administration 
under the influence of old Chinese official 
practices, refuses to publish the tables of 
receipts universal elsewhere throughout the 
world, it is, of course, impossible to speak 
from certain knowledge of these things, but 
there is little doubt that coincident with the 
enforcement of likin, snd the presence of 
likin officials about the stations on the line, 
the traffic has been parulysed. It had bee. 
in coutemplation to torm an extensive jetty 
at Chinkiang, and to establish a line of 
steamers across the River to the mouth af 
the Imperial Canal, only a few miles off. 
Under the new influence all these projects 
have been countermanded. The opening of 
such facilities wotld undoubtedly attract 
for the line the greater part of the enorrnous 
traffic now passing down the Canal from 
Tsing Kiang Pu, but in view of the 
obstructions actually placed in the way of 
traffic, as a fact, there is practically no 
goods traffic whatever from Chinkiang, 
notwithstanding its commanding position 
opposite the Imperial Grain Canal. 

Seen even from a Chinese point of view 
the folly of the present system is self- 
evident. The Central Government has 
agreed to pay annually interest on the 
capital advanced by the syndicate for the 
construction of the line, and naturally under 
the circumstances has every interest in 
advancing the prosperity of the line. This 
view of the case is as plain to a Chinese 
officer as to the European financier, and it 
ig absurd to attribute ifs action in any way 
to ignorance. It is certain, seeing the 
unprofitable nature of the line as at present 
worked, that the Syndicate will not be 
disposed to abate in any manner its annual 
claims, so that in all probability Peking 
will have to find the difference due to its 
own folly. Of course following the usual 
Chinese practice, uo avcuunts are published 
of traffic receipts, nor is there any means of 
arriving at statistics. The Syndicate of course 
kept the constraction accounts, and have re- 
gularly rendered them; but there does not 
seem to exist any system of checking on be- 
half of the syndicate the. accounts of the re- 
venue collected. That is accounted for only 
to the Chinese directorate, and is not subject 
to eontrol by the English syndicate. Under 
the circumstances advantage has been taken 
by the reactionaries, conspicuous amongst 
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the affair at Peking. We have stated the 
reason why the line has been an jexpensive 


one, and SHeNa has | st no opportunity of 


enlarging on this, and pretending that it is 
to this that the failure of the line to pay 
interest is due. 
officially arriving at the real position of the 
receipts, the Syndicate is at & manifest 
disadvantage. Meanwhile thd line has 
already commenced to deteriorate, the 
rolling stock is not kept up to the same 
standard as formerly ; the third class carri- 
ages are rapidly arriving at the normal state 
of all conveyances in China, the corridors of 
the carriages are getting out-at-elbows, the 
platforms are, with the partial exception of 
Soochow, ull exposed to the weather, and 
the works commenced for these improve- 
ments have practically been stopped. Chin- 
kiang, the most promising station on the 


line, is open but is a long way from the city, - 


and no altempts to make rads are being 
made, aud the intended jetty a matter of 
necessity for the dévclopment of the ling is 
postpoued indefinitely. Worse fhamall this 
the Chinese system of ding everything by 
deputy has already taken root. The 
appointees to the various posts prefer. to take 
their salaries without doing the work, and 
sublet their tasks to substitutes at lower 
wages, 30 that insubordination and rudeuess 
is gradually taking the place of the manaye- 
ment commenced by the Syndicate. No one, 
in fact knowa-to whoin he is responsible, 
and the directors find their employees have 
so many intermediate masters that supervi- 
siou is becoming impossible. This is already 
the condition, a few months after the final 
opening to Nanking ; we may easily foresee 
what, under the rule of the reactionsries, 
the main line of Cina is likely to become 
when the system has gut into full swing. 

A curious inatance of the sort of railway 
beloved of the Chinese Government is c»m- 
peting with the British syndicate for the 
construction of the proposed line to Ningpo. 
At the beginning of last year it may be 
remembered the Shangh:i Taotai cut in 
regular form the first sod of a purely 
Chinese railway from Shanghai t» Kiahing, 
an important city in the Chehkiang pro- 
vince, and which was to be a lesson to the 
foreigner as to what Young China could do. 
A few weeks ago ils opening to Sungkiang, 
about twenty miles from Shanghai was 
announced. Before the first week was over 
it was already the scene of an accident, 
only prevented from being serious by the 
fact that there were no passengers. ‘The 
line is unballasted for the most part, that 
being of course a useless expense, the 
train when it goes at all dare not proceed 
at arate of over ten miles an hour, that. 
being the official limit ; it possesses a single 
engine, an old fashioned American one, and 
four cattle trucks and a goods waggoa by 
way of passenger vebicles. Such are rail- 
ways & la mode in modern China under the 
management of SHena Kunopao and his 
reactionary fiilends; and this is the system 
that has found western financiers willing to 
advance their money on without guarantee 
of any sort that the work is to be properly 
constructed, or that the railway be not 
permitted to at once fall into ruin; in 
addition to traffic being made impossible by 
the levy of likin and other taxes on mer- 
chandise in transit, ffxed according to the 
caprice of local officials who, have paid in 
advance for their postaou the understand- 
ing that they shall be permitted to charge 
at discretion. We do not:deny that the 
country at large is ready for refurm, but 
unfortunately it is the Reactionary party 
who at present, rule the land, and till China 
awuke, or be awakened {to the necessity of 


whom is SHENG KunGPao, to misrepresent! moving, there seems littlé hope for her 


As they bave no means of 


magazine did what it was meint to do. 
caught our eye. 
ptirs of trousers, 


to the eye. 


it may make on ca 
in such intellects i foolish tendency to 
waste time and thou 

perhaps even to worry over them. Yet 
these 


the cost, complexity, 
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return to wiser councils, Railways are but 


n example, if such were needed, of the 


present misrule which is reviviag the vitals 
lof the land. 


OF TROUSERS. 


—_—_—_—~@———_—_— 
‘(Daily Press, 8th May.) 
In these-days of newspaper and magazine 
advertisements, the Recording Angel men- 
tioned by SteRNE—the one who enters up 
all the lies and imprecations—must be very 


ig no exaggeration to say that all advertise. 
ment writers are. They seem to think the 

have unlimited credit at the Bank of Credal 
ity, and are constantly drawingcheques on it, 
Some of these overdrafts are delightfully 
impudent. The man who wishes to per- 
suade Carly le’s “ mostly ” compatriots that 
his pill is a panacea adopts and: patrouizes 
philosophy, quotes the classica, and pats 
modern poetry on the back, The huckster 
who is about ¢> trust an unusually glaring 
mendacity upon us brandishes his index 
finger and bids us remember that “ facts 
are chiels that winna ding.” The adver- 


tiscment writer adopts the tactics of the 


early Methodist or Salvationist ; he offers 


us only one alternative; we must line up 


with him or go to hell. We have a gleam 


of comfort while undergoing this persecu- 
tion, We are not obliged to read his essays, 


the publication of which costs him quite a 


pretty penny, and many of us donot, The 


pity of itis that so many do. One adver- 
tisement in a recently received English 
It 
It wasa picture oft .o 
one pair wrinkled, the 
fresh from the tailor’s 


other looking 


yoose, two straightly creased and dang- 


ling elliptic tubes. Beside the picture 
was a big-lettered announcement to the 


effect that “the good appearance of your 
clothes 


is not a luxury but a neces- 
sity. Theclothes proclaim the man.” The 
elliptic tubes, ‘we should Lave thought, 
would more proelaim the tailors’ dummy. 


From an esthetic point of view, we admired 
more tbe wrinkled garmeut pictured. There 
is‘ nothing artis ic or picturesque about 
straight 
elliptical in cross-section, whereas curves 


lines, about parallel cylinders 


and wrinkles are in themselves attractive 
The mischief of the trouser- 
man’s bold assertion lies in the impression 

how minds, confirming 


ht on non-essentialsa— 


are earnestly informed that the 
presence and uninterrupted continuity of 
the artificial loogitudinal crease is not a 
luxury but a necessity, and that the absence 


of the creases and wrinkles that nature makes 


insisted on, We kuow that 
considerations add to 
and trouble of exist- 
ence, and as it‘is an irreligious age, it is our 
duty to warn them that such things are of 
no importance unless they chose to’ make 
them so. If a poor young man, worrying 
because of the bagginess at the knees of his 
netber garments, were to be als» pious, he 
would not be long in discovering for himself 
the fact that the person «who penned that 
advertisement was a brazen-faced perverter 
of the truth. For surely no sane 
person could take such a trouble to the 
Throne of the Omniscient in prayer, 
without suddenly realizing that the thing 
distreasing him was a mire bogie built up 
with the rags of his owa mini? “Hap- 
piness,” says a recent -writer, “has fo 
tailor. It belongs to the soul, and a black 


~ 


is .to be 
with some people these 


busy. It may be too much, even though serip- - 
tural, to say that all men are liars ; but it 


i 
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coat or a blouse is vf no matter to it.” 
What is true of the coat is true of the 
trousers. A ocleir conscience and a 
placide temperament are greater necessities 
than are trousers pressed into the Aer i 
approved by the perverted taste of the 
cross-legyed tradesmen whose obiter dicta 
ao many foolish ones “ tremblingly obey.” 


SOME OPIUM HISTORY, 


ces Popes 
(Daily Press, 9th May.) 

Mr. H. B. Morse has written, nnd Messrs. 
KeLiy anp Waxsa Lrp. have published, 
an important addition to the bibliography 
of Chins. Its title is “The Trade and 
Administration of the Chinese Empire.” 
This. is not a review of the book, as there 
has not been time yet to digest it; wo wish 
only to call attention to a timely chapter on 
opium. Mr. Morse discusses the thorny 
subject impartially ; not ag a partisan of the 
trade, whose “tendency is strong to leav, 
the ground with which he may be familiaf, 
that. of commercial dealings and statistics, 
and to try to demonstrate the innocuousnegs 
of the drug as, smoked by the Chinese—to 
compare it to the relatively harmless anti- 
prandial glass of sherry”; not as the anti- 
opium reformer, who “ invariably seems 
impelled, by an irresistible inclination, to 
leave the high moral ground on which be is 
unassailable, and descend into the arena 
of facts and figures, with which he ig not 
likely to be so fawiliar, and among which 
his predisposition will lead him to pass by 
or to misinterpret those which make against 
hig case ;” but a3 an investigating historian. 
He has certainly done it “in such a way 
that either party, by judicious selection of 
passages, may find arguments with which to 
confute his opponents.” In the first halfof 
the eighth century, when the Arabs had 
been trading with China for a hundred years, 
occurs the first literary reference to the 
opium poppy in China, and soon afterwards 
repeated references to its culture occur. 
Its medicinal use was recorded in 973, a8 
“poppy broth”, and as “a drink fit for 
Buddha.” Sv Cux, a poet, wrote of itas a 
pick-me-up. Actual opium and its prepar- 
ation is mentioned by Governor Wana Hr 
before 1488, as learned from the Arabs. 
Opium smoking, it is suggested, came in 
after the Spaniards had introduced tobacco 
smoking, about 1620, and “the prac- 
tice of smoking mixed tobacco and 
opium” probably came from Java by the 
Dutch via Formosa. The practice among 
the Mandaring is noted in Sraunron’s 


.aecount of Lord Macarrney’s mission 


in 1793. The first anti-opium edict was 
issued in 1729, whea only two hundred 
chests of the foreign drug were being 
imported per ‘annum. Those chests were 
brought in by Portuguese from Goa. 
English traders in it were not heard of till 
1778, the East India Company starting in 
1781. “The machinery of an Imperial 
edict cannot have been directed against so 
insignificant a quantity as 200 chests . . . 
and that it wus not considered by the 
Canton authorities to be directed against the 
foreign importation, is shown by the gradual 
and unconcealed increase at the rate of 
twenty chests a year.” In 1753 it paid a 
recognised official tariff of three taels a picul, 
or six per cent on value, then quoted Tia. 50. 
It was not till a new Viceroy at Ganton 
obtained a new edict, in 1796, that all 
opium was forbidden. From 1800 the trade 
became contraband, and with official con- 
nivance, smuggling became an organiaed 
business. The alleged drain of silver for 
opium, says Mr. Morsz, “is not proved by 
facts,” and he gives an interesiing sketch of 
the early methods of barter which we need 
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not here quote. The flow of dilver was all 
the other way, and merchants: encountered 
the “imperative commercial decessity ” of 
substituting a commodity that the Chinese 
would accept. ‘Opium was the one thing 
the Chinese would consent to buy, and buy 
it they did,” in spite of the edicts, Theso 
were never enforced; for forty years there 
was no pretence of enforcenient of their 
spirit, and the restrictions of their letter 
merely covered the traffic with a decent 
veil. Officials high and low eagerly profited 
by it. This went on regulatly till 1838, 
when the import had grown to 20,619 chests, 
Then came the treaty of Nanking, which 
“left the Chinese Government frbe to adopt 
its own measures for the regulation of the 
opium traffic.’ The English Government 
forbade the establishment of an opium depdt 
at the outset in Hongkong, atid it afforded 
no naval protection to smugglers. After 
Lin's actin 1839, “the demand remained, 
new supplies came forward, and the 
trade went on.” Among the opium then 
destroyed, were 1500 chests belonging to 


an American firm, and. ‘some fifty 
chests of Turkey opium in the p 9880g- 
sion of an American firm were ndt 


surrendered as not being from India.” 
Smuggling now greatly increased, still with 
official connivance, and there Was uone of 
the reyulation hitherto in force. The result 
was that the import jumped to about 50,900 
fehests in 1850, and to 85,000 chests in 1860 
“and as opium smokiog had débauched the 
Chinese, the opium traffic debauched the 
foreign traders and dragged them down 
from their high estate:” Though “the 
principal importers were English, there is 
nothing to show that traders of auy nationa- 
lity, who could lay hands of the drug, 
refused to deal ia it.” The author, -be it 
remembered, ig an American and a Harvard 
man, and he evidently has in mind sundry 
Paarisaic indiscretions uttered by reformers 
of his own nationality. “For the pande. 
monium of the period 1840 to 1860 the 
Chinese must be held primarily responsible. 
The Emperor and his Commissioner [1x 
attempted the impossible in applying to 
foreign natioas alone.the rostrictions which 
they tould not enforce on their Gun subjects, 
so removing all regulation from a trade 
which they would not consent to legalise,” 
while officials everywhere continued to act 
as if the trade were legal. It is;to be hoped 
that those or similar words will not have to 
be written of the present agitation. ‘The 
later so-called “opium wars” then pass 
under review. In 1858, opium Was included 
in the tariff with the full knowledge and 
consent of the Chinese ; of this “there ja no 
doubt,” The wisdom of legalisation cum 
regulation was fully explained to the 
Chinese, and the first suggestion that this 
should be considered came from the Ameri- 
can Minister Reep, who had come to China 
with a strong bias against the opium trade, 
but who became an advocate of ita legalisa- 
tion. Mr, Rexp wrote to Lord Exain that 
he was not sanguine of effective Frohibition, 
in view of the inveterate appetite of the 
Chinese. In 1880 America agreed with 
China to forbid Americans from participa- 
ting in the trade, but “ when; in 1884.5, 
temporarily and for reasons ovér whic’ the 
American Government had little or no 
control, the American flay reappeared on 
the coast and engaged in the catrying trade, 
no attempt was made to enforcé the restric- 
tion.” In 1879 the recorded import, 82,927 
piculs, reached its maximum.: Since then 
native opium has become an ‘increasingly 
successful competitor. It is impossible to 
get trustworthy statistics, ‘since a com- 
modity having so high a value in small 
bulk, and so heavily taxed, does not in 
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i ee ee 
general follow the ordivary trade routes, on 
which taxing stations are numerous, but is 
carried by armed bands over unfrequeuted 
mountain roads, oa which the taxing sta- 
tions are few and so poorly equipped as to 
yield readily to suparior force, ‘an accept a 
composition for taxes much lower than the 
official “rate.” No foreign opium has ever 
been imported. ints Szachwan, yet the people 
of that province haavily and generally 
smoke. Giving statistics of the morphia 
trade Mr. Morse says, ‘for one vice, both 
for its introduction and its maintenance, 
foreigners must be held responsible.” That 
is the vicé by injection. 


SHIPPING ON THE CHINA QOAST. 
The “Customs Gazette” for October to 
December 1907 gives the quarterly retarns: of 
trade af the various Chinese ports. We take 
the following figures of the number and 
tonnage of vessels entered and oleared at the 
Maritime Cus tome during the quarter. 

Dariog the last quarter of 19'7 the number 
of vessels entered at the port of Tieitsin were 
235, of 272,323 tonnage as againat 269 of 370,000 
tounage for the corresponding quarter of 1906, 
Of these 171 were under foreign flags and 64 
Chinese flags. The num ber oleared in the same 
period was 238 of 274,856 tonnage, also a 
decrease whan compared with the corresponding 
quarter of hast year, 

At Chefoo 761 vessels of 546,823 tonnage 
entered as compired with 856 of 634,270 
tonuage. Of these 654 flaw foreign flags and 
107 the Cainesa flag. The number cleared was 
751 vessels as ag ainst 846 in the corresponding 
quarter of 1916, -- - - 

At Shanghai the number of vessels entered 
was 5,252 of which 1993 oarried foreign flags 
and 3.752 the Chinese flag, the tonnage 
represented bsi nz 2204,603. This is a deorease . 
whex compared with the same quarter of 1906. 
The vessels cleared numbered 7227, a decrease 
of almost LOUO. 

At Foochow the vessels entered numbared 175 
of 149,721 tonnage, Oaly 34 flow the Chinese 


flag. ‘This is an increase over the correspond- ~ 


ing quarter of 19)6, Similar progress is pointed 
wilh regard to the number oleared, 

At Amoy 1442 vessels of a total tonnaga of 
312766 tonuage ent ‘red which was pretty evenly 
divided batween Chinese and foreign bottoms, 
the total being a slight inoreage over'the figares 
of the corresponding quarter of 1906. The 
sim applies to the number of glearances, the 
{otal of 1443 showing ao advance over the 1366 
of the corresponding quarter of 1906. 

At Swatow .the number of vessels entored 
was 1482 of 370,545 tonnage, of which the. bulk 
was Chinese, dus to the'large number of steam 
lanncttes which inflited the returo, The bulk 
of the tonnage was with the foreiga ships, 
The clearances numbared 1485, an inoreaso- 
over the figure of the corresponding quarter of - 
1906. : 

The sumber of vessels entered at Canton was 
G46 3 of 703.048 tonnage, Of the ships 3720 flow 
foreign flags and 2734 were under the Chinese 
fisg. This is » reduction of almost 500 on the 
figures of the corresponding quarter of 1906 
aod the olearances numbering 6517 show 
similar reduction under comparison. : 


Two Eurupean firms of jewollers have been 
victimised by a Chinaman whose dodge was, 
to say the least, very ingenious. He visited 
Messrs Falconer’s on May 2nd and ween 
noted the location cf some diamoad rings 8 
returned to the shop on May 4th and asked to 
examine the rings, Hoe inspected them bnt did 
not purchase, After he had left the shop it was 
discovered that imitation diamond rings had 
tiken the place of the génuine ones. Tho 
polica were at once apprisid of the occurrence 
and the assistant accompanied a detective to 
the wharf of the Canton steamers. By a 
stroke of lack they discovered the man coming 
oa board wearing ane of the rings, and he was 

romptly arrested and taken to the Police 
Beaton where it was discovered that he hda 
committed a similar fraud on Sennet Frérse, 
He will be brought before the Magistrate, 


= 
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“MR. OSBORNE'S SP£ECH. 


[To THE EDITOR OF THE “ DAILY PRES8., | 


Hongkong, 2nd May 1908, 

S1n,—I had the géod fortune to be present 
during part of Mr. Osborne's eloquent address 
to the Council on the subject of the Amending 
Health Ordinance and in common with others 
present could not but ba impressed by the 
incisive oratory of the speaker; When however 
I subsequently read the speech in the papers, 
in my own home and remove 
training influence of the speaker's voice, I found 
much in hig.speech that was inconsistent and 
much that was based on incorrect premises, 
I will refer first to hie statement that ‘the 
out ome of this state of affuirs wasthe original 
and drastic Ordinance cf 1903" dracribed by 
the Commissioners os the work of a 
acvice.’ Mr. Osborne spoke at great 
length with this misquofation for a text. 
What the Commissioners did say was “The 
Public Health and Buildings Ordinance No 1 of 
1903 ag originally drafted was (as was pointed 
out-in the infiuentially signed petition against 
it) the work of a novice.” ‘This is quite a 
different thing. 1n the petition referred to the 
following passage ‘occurs “It reveals in the 
Bill the hand of the novice in building matters 
and one inappreciative of the rights of property. 
Tt shows tbat some provisions taken bodily 
from the English Statute book are practical and 
well drawn. It shows that others have been so 
altered in the taking as to be deprived of their 
original value and it exemplifies by many 
further instances the circumstauce that through- 
out the Bill(with the single exception aforesaid) 
all the careful provision: of the English Acts 
for compensation wherever private rights are 
infringed have been scrupulously omitted.” 
After receiving the petition the Government 
made many changes in the Bill before it finally 
became law but did not replace allsthe compan- 


T 


from the cons-|_ 


sation clauses which bad been ‘scrupulously 


omitted "—with what-result to property owners 
we already know. . 

Yet in spite of numerous changes adopted 
upon the-suggestions of owners, architects and 
others, the ink on the Bill was scarcely dry before 
whole sections of it wero found to be ucwork- 
able and had to bs smegded. This looks as if 
the ortginal draft was, if not the work ofa 
novice, some hing equally indifferent. 

Mr. Osborne was inconsistent in several ways. 
He commenced his speech by an unqualified 
condemnation of officialadmininistration. To 
use his own words from 1841-1844 (he Colony 
was “neglected unguided and maturing in an 
atmosphere of drift .. . not till 
1894 did official apathy bLeedless of warnings 
yield to a sense cf its obvious duty.” After 
virtually accusing the Government of 
maladministration for over half acentury he, 
‘in a later part of his speech, goes on 
to say: “To change this system (i.e. Crown 
Colony Government) for thet of Government by 
an Elected Assembly would be fraught with 
injury tothe Colony.” His glowing eulogy of the 
Crown Colony syst3m of Governmentlose3 much 
of its value following a(t-r his previous denyncia- 
tion. His praise of officials as a whole (though 
I will not say they are undeserved) is somawhat 
counterbalanced by such expressions as ‘‘ doless 
the high officials protect the public against 
the misplaced zeal, stupidity and arrogance of 

- subordinat-s there will continue to be irritation 
antagonism and trouble.”” ‘Ibis sounds almost 
like an echo of the Commission as also the 
expression “there should be some simple form 
of appeal.’ Mr. Osborne objects (inter alia) to 
8 Municipality because civilians are “here 
to-day and gone to-morrow.” If this is so are 
not officials here this morning and gone this 
afternoon? If this argument means anythiog 
it means that those who own control supp rt 
and operate the commerce of the Colony, who 
possess practically all the property in if are 
more likely to ruin the, Colony than those who 
would not be seriously affectad by any calamity 
to the Port. It may be sound bubit is not logic. 

However I agree with Mr. Osborne in not 
desiring a Municipal Council, not for bis very 
inconsistent reasons but for the same reagon [ 
do not desire the moon, 


ith vo other duties. 


-bound to be (as there has ae | a ‘Btrong reaction 
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Having dealt with inconsistencies and in-) THE BILL TO AMEND THE PUBLIC: 


correct premises I will now refer to Mr. HEALTH AND BUILDINGS 
Osborne’s remarks about the Commission. ORDINANCE, 


He said ‘“ From the beginning to the end of 
the report there is not the faintest meed of 
praice, not one word of approbation,” The Com- 
missioners were not instructed to award praisa. 
If Sir Matthew Nathan had considered the 
Sanitary. Department worthy of praise, no 
Commission would have been appointed. All the 
Commissioners had todo was to décide :— 

(1) Whether the Administration of the 
Sanitary and Building Regulations as here 
carried out were satisfactory, if not, what im- 
provements could be made. 

(2) Whether any corruption existed or had 
existed. The Commissioners found that ¢ffeotive 
administration was conspicuous by its absence 
and that bribery and corruption amongst a 
considerable numb-r of subordinétss were ram- 
pant. They also suggéstad certain improve- 
ments,’ The charge of ineffective administra- 
tion receives its answer and acceptance in the 
appointment of a oadet as adminstrative head 
‘She obarge of oorrup- 
tion ig endorsed by the imprisonment of one 
and the dismissal of several other subordinates. 
With regard {o improvements, 8 me of the 
Commissioners’ sugggestions are being adopt- 
ed in whole or in part. No doubt, as Mr. 
Osborne points out, the condact of some of 
the subordinates during the perilons times of 
1814 was worthy of praise but personal 
bravery in 1994 was outside tlie scope of the 
Commission. 

Tt is true that the health of the Colony, 
especially as regards malarial fever, is belter 
(the roads however on the lower levels are much 
worse) bat I question very much whether the 
enormous sums spent in various plague 
measures have baen very sucéessful—we have 
not had much plague for somé years, neither 
has \apton. When Canton is infected and we 
are not I will belisve, meanwhile I am iacliaed 
to conour with the Hon. Messrs. Lockhart, 
May and Cha ham who reported as follows: 
—In spite of the mavy wotkers and of the 
most drastic measures the épidemic though 
undoubtedly confined within narrower limits 
was not got under one day soon«r than it 
ceased of its own accord in the neighbouring 
city of Canton where no steps whatever were 
taken to oombat the plague.” 
- Mr. Osborne says the prosparity of Hongkong 
is due to shipping but as Dr. Ho Kai pertin- 
antly remarked “ what is the shipping due to”? 
We have only three fundamental asse's in this 
Colony and they are 

(1) A d ep water basiu or harbour at the 
gate of the Capital of South China. 

(2) Safety of Commerce and the protection of 
the lives and liberties of individuals. 

(3) Abundant cheaplabour.  - 

Where these conditions exist shippiug and 
industries will follow. The Health Ordinance 
and the Guilds have done much to make cheap 
labour a thing of the past, but plague except io 
go far as it produced the Health Ordinance, his 
not increased the cost of labour. 

Mr. Osb-rne does not seem to have much 
sympathy with landownors, but it is difficult to 
understand why individual property owners and 
not the Colony as a whole should be saddled with 
the cost entailed by fifty-three years “of an. 
atmosphere of drift” especially as a responsible 
Government Official admitted before the Com- 
mission that there ought to have been more 
roads and wider roads and that the ground 
which should have been resefved for such had 
been sold by the Government and was bringiag 
in a considerable revenue in the shape of taxes 
and Crown Rent, in other words the Govern- 
ment were profiting by the insanitary condition 
of the Colony. : : 

In conclusion I would only say that as the 
Bill of 1903 was begotten of panic, so there was 
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S1r,—Mr. Osborne's speech in the Legisla- 
tive Council on Thureday last will, I belisve, 
commend itself to most thioking men in this 
Colony. He dealt with a thorny subject in = 
broad and statesmaniike spirit, ‘and s3t an 
example which, I hope, will be followed io. all 
future discussion on the Bill. It seems to me 
that if only people in their oriticiam on 
the Bill and on the higher officials. re- 
sponsible for the administration and amend- 
ment of the Ordinance, would assume that 
all are trying to do their best for the 
sanitation and general welfare of the Colony 
their oriticism would carry more weight and 
raise less antagonism than much of the oriticism 
hitherto directed against the amendments 
proposed by the Government. 

I do not mean to suggest the approbation of 
the gocd intentions of the administrators of the 
law sould blind us to their faults, bat that ap- 
preciation of their intentions will render correc- 
tion of faults easier and more certain. 

In the general interests of the Colony 4 
Building Ordinance imposing restrictions on 
owners of Jand is necessary, but asatisfactory 
Ordinance should bo clear aud definite, so that 
owners should be able to calculate with 
reasonable exactness what use they can make 
of their land. Building sites in the Oolsy 
vary between wide extremes in their desir-, 
ability from a sanitary poiat of view. An 
area of 15ft. by 60ft. anywhere will accom- 
modate a fair-sized Chinese house with all the 
restrictions as to roofed-over area at present 
in force, but the house built thereon will be 
more or less sanilary according to its position 
relative to neighbouring open spaces. It is 
obvious that a house built, say, facing a- road 
on the sea front, or with a reasonably wide 
lane at the back, will be more sanitary 
than a similar house built facing a 
baok street or with only a 6ft. scavenging 
lane at the back. Bat wader the Bill the same 
main requirements are laid down for houses 
everywhere, and a power given to various 
authorities to grant exemption from the pre- 
soribed requirements in meritorious cases. The 
powers of exemption are almost uvlimited ; bat 
no principles are laid down to guide the exempt. © 
ing authority —uo regulations to guide an owner 
in estimating what ase be can put land to in 
an exceptionally open locality in the event, say, 
of his desiring to replace old houses with new. 
The consequence is entire uncertai in apy 
given cace as to what will be permitted and 
what will not, and uncertainty which under the 
present system cannotl/be ended-until the owner 
has gone to the expense of having plans pre- 
pared and sent in to the Building Authority, and 
after many weeks’ delay bas succeeded in 
getting various exemptions granted. 

It surely wou'd not be au excessively difficult 
task to lay down certain general principles and 
to frame a statutory scale of requirements in 
{ypical instances ; e.g., for corner houses, for 
houses with lanes at the b ck open at both ends, 
with lanes open at one end, with lanes exceeding 
a certain width, for houses in streets exceeding 
a certain width, for houses leas than a certain 
depth. This could be done by by-laws with 
gome few alterations of the Ordinance, and 
until this or something of the kind is done, so 
long will there be general diszatisfaction with 
the administration of the Ordinance, . The 
unfettered discretion of any official or body of 
officials however entinent applied to buil g 
problems necessarily leads to uncertainty, an 
it is largely uncertainty as to what will be 
‘permitted, or what will rot, in the future 
that ia strangling building enterprise in this 
Colony. 

The power of granting exemptions is conferred 
in most cases upon the Building Authority with 
an ultimate appeal against the exercise of his 
discretion to the'Governor in Council. The 
principal objections to this scheme are that the 
personal element has undue weight, there is no 
gaarantee of continuity of policy, there ig no 
record of decisions kept in an available form for 
the guidance of owners, no principles sre 
formulated in accordance with which applica- 
tions will be refased or granted, and. the . 


against it. But the mischief is for the most 
part done and it would not ba ‘wise to make any 
radical changes now such as largely increasing 
the number of persons tbat caa be accommodated 
in a given space. When Chinese by the thousand 
were being ejected for overcrdwding, houses by 
the hundred were run up for;them by the local 
land companies and private owners. Are these 
all to become. vacant? Some are already.— 


Yours truly, i 
~ HENRY HUMPHREYS, 


| 
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’ corded in an understandable form, 


_ Satisfactory. Iu the first place the Direo or of 


‘is available to any of the public. That the 


May 11, 1908] 


procedure of the tribunal of appeal; 
satisfactory, These objections can 


others indicated below, 


circumstances of the Colony. 
The Building Authority is probably the in- 
dividual in the Colony most capable of giving an 
independent and unbiassed jadgment upon the 
sort of questions with which he will becalled upon 
under {this scheme to decide, But he is au in- 
dividual aod human, does his work in private 
without having to formulate the reasons for his 
aote, ag, for instance, a judge ora statesman 
has, aud is sometimes one individual and some- 
times another. Consequently ho will be 
influenced hy perscnal predilections, and there 
is a grave risk of lack of continuily in policy, 
henoe the neoessily recognised in Bill and 
Ordinance of providing an appeal from his 
decisions, 
The tribunal of appeal provided is tha 
Governor in Council, which consists of H. E. 
the Governor and a number of official and 
uncfiicial members, among whom ig always the 
Director of Public Works, For an appesl 
tribunal to be satisfactory, it mu-t be competent 
and anbiassed, ifs procedure must be such as to 
give each party to the controversy upon which 
it hag to adjadioate a fairand equal opportunity 
to state his case and answer the case of the 
other side, and it should be public, or at Jes 
ita decisions should be publicly and fully~te- 
faliy in 
the case of an appeal from the decision of an 
officer who necessarily does his work in private. 
If these are the main requisites of a 
satisfactory tribunal, the present system must be 
materially amended before it can be considered 


Public Works is also the Building Authority. 
and fakes part in the deliberations of the 
Council and advises the Governor upon his own 
acts as Building Authority without the person 
who is appealing against his decision having any 
opportunity of meeting, or even knowing the 
arguments he advances in support of that 
decision, and in the seoond the proceedings of 
the Council are secret and no record of its 
decisions or of the reasons or principles upon 
which it has acted in com'ng to a decision 


Governor in Council under a reformed 
procedtre would be the best available, though 
not an ideal, tribunal I personally believe ; at 
any, rate, no ofher has ag yet been suggested 
which would compare’ with it in essentials. 
The reforms required are obvious. The 
D.P.W. must, for the purpose of the fair 
exercise of this appellate jariediotion o ly, be 
deprived of his privileged position, and what- 
ever advice or reasons he gives H.B. or the 
hon. members of the Executive Council 
in support-icf his decision as Buildin 
Authority must be either communicate 
to, or advanced in the bearing of the party 
appealing, in such a manner as to give him a 
fair opportunity of answering the case made 
Ly the Building Authority. Merely to give 
the party appealing the right to appear per- 
sonally, as is proposed in the Bill, is utterly 
illusory, and does not meet the real objections 
to the present procedure, 

Under the Bill and Ordinance as they stand 
the Building Authority is practically an 
autocrat, There +8, as is shown shove 
no effective appeal against his decisions 
on questions in which he has a disoretion, and 
the number of these it is proposed to enlarge 
enormously, and on questions as to his duties 
and obligations and the extent and nature thereof 
he is the sole judge. No legal proceedings of 
any sort can under the Bill be taken (o test the 
accuracy of his judgment or 

rformance of his duties. 
feft to an owner is to refuse to obey an order 
and let the B.A. prosecate him, and then 
defend himself by showing the illegality of 
the Order, but in cases in which the Building 
Authority breaks the law by not perform- 
ing am act he ought to perform, the owner 
has absolutely no remedy if the B.A. bas done 
what he has “done bona-fide for the purpose of 
executing this Ordinance.” He cannot bring 
an action of any sort against the Government 
because the act complained of is a wrong, so 


The sole remedy 


is un- 
) to a 
" large extent modified or removed by amendments 

some of which have been suggested above and 
and if that is: done, I 
believe the scheme as a whole will be the most 
workable that can be devised under the present 


to compel the | 


H 


that no action will lie and he cannot bring an 
action of any sort against the {ndividaal officer 
by reason of the provision in the Bill, 

The Building Authority by a strained 
interpretation of any one of a very large 
number of the sections of the Ordinance 
could inflict damage amounting in the aggre- 
gate to many thousands of dollars on the pro- 
perty owners of the Colony and as matters stand 
there is no maang open to the victims of 
compelling either a correct interpretation of 
the law or reparation for injury inflicted. Mr. 
Pollock has put forward 4 proposal in the 
Legislative Council which if accepted will 
afford a cheap and speedy means of obtaining 
au authoritative interpretation of any section 
of which the meaning ia in dispute, 
The method is one which has been fonud. by 
practical experience to work well in the case 
of disput's as to the proper interpretation 
of wills and instruments regulating trusts, to 
which purpose it was first applied not very 
many years ago. Iam not aware of any instance- 
in which it has baen used for the interpretat'‘on 
of astatute bat there is no reagon why it should 
not work equa'ly well and- relieve property 
owners in this Colony of the neo ssity of 
employiug a more cumbrous and expensive 
procedure to ascertain their rights in the same 
way as it has relieved trustees 6nd exeoutors, 

If amecdments on the lines I have indicated 
above are made in the Ordinance I belisva it 
willin fatare work with as magh smoothness ax 
such a stringent Urdinaune evet can work, but 
without some such amendments there will ba 
never-ending friction between landowners and 
the Government,—Y oars, ato, 


MARCUS W. SLADE. 
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SANITARY LAW APPEALS. 


(TO THE EDITOR OF THE “DAILY PREgS. ") 


Hongkong, May Sth. 

81r,—Concerning the question of appeal, 
about which Mr. Slade has addressad you in a 
very able letter, I said at the Council meeting 
last Thureday “the future success or failure of 
the reorganized department will depend largely 
upon the broadmindedness of its President who 
whilst on the one hand will carry out the 
uogiterablo determination of government to 
cleanse this town in the intérests of Public 
Health, will on the other hand initiate changes 
and reforma whore the Law is found to be inapplio- 


CHINA OVERLAND TRADE REPORT. 


able. And it is to be hoped that when appeals 
to the Governor in Counoil are! heard the Pree 
sident will ba present to plead the oause of 
common senge,” 

Aw plified in a manner whioh iwould have bean 
impossible without exhaustiog the Coancil’s 
patience, what I intended these words to convey 
was that the President should be a man selected 
for his breadth of view and. sympathy with 
those who suffer by the operation of the Lawy 
that he should make it his '!special concern 
not to allow anything to be done which in 
his opinion was not necessary from a Public 
Health point of view; that in fact he should 
protect the property owners and Chinese in 
much the same way as the Régistrar General 
protects the Chinese in other ‘directions. 

The Medical Officer of Health and the 
Director of Public Works being experts cannot, 
by reason of an expert's training, be expected 
to regard questions of detail with an unbiassed 
mind or with that liberal and comprehensive 
spirit that mark the good administrator such as 
I hope the new }resident will be. For this 
reason therefore neither of them should be heard 
by the Governor ia Council without the Pre. 
sident being also heard. F 

With a President such as I bave pictured, the 
cheapest, quickest, most direct and most effactive 
method of settling differences of opinion would 
be to submit the case thro igh him to the 
Governor and T hope this method will be given 


, 8 fair trial Pather than burden appellants with 


the expense, trouble and delay of making 
application to the Law Courts; though I fully 
agree with Mr. Polloek and Mr. Slade that this 


would be prefer ble to the present arrangement, | 


— Yours truly, 


EDWARD OSBORNE. 
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Hongkong, 6th May 1908. 

Sir,—The letter addressed to you Mr. 
Marous Slade, on the subject of tha”-new 
Ordinance, stated with cogency and clearness 
reasons in support of tha contention that there 
is need of improvement in the provisions made 
for appeal against the decisions of the Buil ing 
Authority. ‘Fhe exis ence «f that need was 
referred to in Mr. Osborne's speech on the 
second reading of the Bill, when he urged that 
there should be some more simula form of 
procedure. To-day in your columns, he suggests - 
oe He suggests that the President of tha 
Banilary Board shouli be the constituted 
aivocate of the property owners’ views in - 
combating those of the Direc or of Public 
Works before the Governor in Counoil, At first 
sight, the simplicity «f thia method is oaloulated 
to prove attractize, bat second thoughts suggest 
a twofold objection, In tne first place it only 
applies to cases in which exemption has bien 
refosed. In such cases tho new Ordinance 
provides (hat a first appeal shall be made to. the 
Sanitary Board. Assuming a case in which 
this first appeal had failed, assuming, that is 
that the Sanitary Board had confirmed a decision 
of the Building Authority, it is difficult to sae 
how the arrangement could be relied upon to 
work satisfactorily from the property owners’: 
point of view. ‘fhe President of the Board, 
possibly agreeing with, poasib'y hating stated 
his agreement with, a majority of members in 
tpholding the Building Authority's decision, 
weald hardly be an ideal advocate for tha 
appellant. Even if possessed of a high character 
for impartiality and therefore to be trasted in 
stating the case against himsolf, the fact that 
he condemned the argumanta which it would be 
his duty to advance would hardly tend to give 
them: weight, and ao the event of an appeal 
thus -ut forward ibeing dismissed, the pro- 
perty owner would hardly feel secare in thé 
belief that his case had been adequatoly repre- 
sented. On the contrary it is at least probable 
that the landlord would prefer to {be present 
himself or in the person of a representative. 
This the amending Ordinano) provides _ for, 
as it is, but the wording does not indicate 
that he will be allowed to argue his case. 
The owner or his representative is merely 
permitted to be present. To remedy thia by 
enabling cases to be argued before the Governor 
in Council is the first important suggestion 
mads by Mr, Slade. It would s-om only jost — 
that opportanity should be granted not only 
for stating a oase bat also for hearing and 
answering objections raised againat it. Any 
system whioh retains (o tha Director of Public 
Works the last word in seoret onnclave places 
the appellant at a serious disadvantage, ‘At 
the game time Mr. Slade points ont that even if 
this concession were made there would still 
remain the importance of publicity being given 
to the proceedings, The argumant in favour 
of making known, in some form accessible to 
the public, the reasons for devisions arrived at 
with regard to claims fur exemption ig based on 
avery real need for pri cedents enabling pro- 
Ferty owners to gain some fairly definite idea 
of what they may expect under given cun- 
ditions. An intolerable bardehip would arise if 
the power of granting exemptions were to be 
exercised in a capricious manner and even the 
existence of uncertainty constitutes a genuine 
grievance. 

Mr. Osborne's remedy does not touch this 
grievance, as far as I understand his letter. 
Nor, and this is the second objection to 
it, does it hold out any remedy in cases of 
dispute over the interpretation of the Ordin- 
aoce. Inthe majority of such cases the new 
proposals -wonld have the effect of doing. 
away with all possibility of obtaining redress 
against faulty readings of the law. Herein 
ia felt to be another grievance, the removal 
of Which is the aim of Mr. Pollock's proposal. 
‘I'hat |proposal is based upon the idea that by 
creating a body of precedents the mesning of 
doubtful sections would in course of time be 
made plain. There is an objection to making 
appeal easy if by so doing cases will be multi- 
plied but the present suggestion would seem 
to hold out a hope of ultimately reducing the 
number. : . : 

There are thus seen to be two distinct points 
at issue ; exemption on one hand ; interpretation 
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on the other; with some simple form of appeal 
needed for both, It-is the earnest hope of 
many who, like myself, support the main 
principles of the Bill that the Government will 
find a means of removing this fliw. Otherwise 
there will be failure to secure that absence of 
friction in its operation, the attainment of 
which is one of the avowed cbjects of the 


Government.— Yours etc. 
M. STEWART, 


NEW PUBLIC HEALTH AND 
BUILDINGS BILL. 


[TO THE EDITOR OF TH& “ DAILY PRESS.''] 


: Hongkong, 6th May 1902. 

&r1z,—The suggestion made by Hon. Mr. 
Pollock, K.C., during the debate on tha second 

. reading of the Bill now before the Legis'ative 
Council that a proviso be addd enabling parties 
dissatisfied with the rulings of the Building 
Authority or Favitary Board to have recourse 
by a simple mode of procedure to the Supreme 
Court is one of so just a natura and would I 
believe be so acceptable to the Communily that 
the Government should not for a momentdemur 
toits enactment. 

Prior to the passing of the Public Health and 
Buildings Ordinance No. 1 of 1903 the right 
of appeal Hon. Mr. Pollock asks for actnally 
existed as enacted by Ordinance No. 15 of 1889. 

Secti n 87. “ Whenever any person shall be 
. dissatisfied with the exercise of the discretion 
of the Surveyor General in respect of any act, 
matter, or thing, which is by this Ordinance 
made subject to his discretion, the person so 
dissatisfied may in lieu of revarting to any 
legal remedy appeal to the Governor in Council 
who may make such order in respect thereof, 
as may be deemed expedient, and such order 
shall b» final for all intents and purposes.” 

I therefore think if this Section were re- 
enacted it will do away with any suggestion 
that the aggrieved pirly was driven to any 
expense on account of appeal, because if he so 
approved he could appeal to the Governor in 
Council in lien*of going to the Law Courts. 

Yours faithfully, 
A. SHELTON HOOPER. 


THE ANTL-OPIUM CRUSADE. 


Of the many agitations which flourish at 
Home the one which has the greatest interest 
for us in Hongkoug is the anti-opium crusade, 
and now it looks as if that movement has 
reacbed itg culminating point, aud that the 
objects which the orgasisalions have in view 

+ are to be realised. ‘The edict of the Imperial 
Government for the closing of ‘ opium dens” 
in Hongkong has been issued. It has been in 
the hands of his Excellency for several days, 
and though nothing has been given to 
the public from official sources wo know 
authoritatively that the news given in Heuter’s 
telegram is correct. 

Naturally the question is a serious one for 
Hongkong. The sentimentalists at Home hava 
their particular views inflamed by exagrerated 
stories. Undoubtedly men smoke opium to 
excess and dream their lives away. Undoubtedly 
scenes wre witnessed in opiam divans which are 
not particularly edifying, But thesame can b; 
said regarding liquor and public houses, and yet 
the wholesale suppression of the mauufacture of 
intoxicants and the wholesale closing of public- 
houses is not advocated except by fanatics 
whose extreme views exclude them from con 
sideration, and so it is thit sentimentalists 
have brought about a result regarding 
which there has not been much forethought. 
The practical aspects of the question 
have not been fully considered. Jt goes with- 
out saying that the opportunities for smoking 
cannot be stopped without inflicting much loss 
and hardship, and that large sums will hive to 
be paid in compensation, bacause confiscation 
cannot be tolerated by an ultra-moral people, 
Moreover the opium trade caunot be suppressed 
without attacking vested interes{s and without. 

esling a blow at trade which is likely to 
seriously affect the interests of the Colony. ' 

In the first place the Opium Farmer will 
consider the closing of the opium divanea 
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breach of the agreement and seek compensation : 
from the Hongkong Government. ‘I'he divan 

keepers will also require to be met with 

compensation, Secondly the loss of revenue to 

the Colony by the extincti-n or reduced value 

of the opium monopoly will inv tlve increased 

taxation. But that is notall. The olosing of 
abont 20! shogs will cause a slump inthe 
property market. Rents will fall but taxation 
will have to be increased to maintain the 
revenue. Thus it will ba seen that the 
question is avery serious one and residents 
ia the Colony will await with interest the 
deois'on of the Government which has to face 
this difficult financial problem. 


That some such result has long been 
anticipated is generally well known, and it ig 
sigvifivant to refer to the notification published 
in the (rovernment Guzette of 18th August, 
1906, which states : 

No. 710.—It is hereby notified that His 
Excellency the Governor-in Counoil has been 
pleased to amend t!.0 Form of Grant of :the 
Hongkong Opium Farm, published in Govern- 
ment Notification No. 439 of the 23rd May, 
19u6, by adding the following provisos :— 

“Provided always {hat in the event of the 
exportation of Raw Opium from India being so 
restricted during the term hereby granted, as in 
the opinion of the Governor-in-Council seriously 
to affect the business of the Grantee, the onus 
of proof whereof shall rest on the Grantee, the 
Governor-in-Council upon the application,of the 
Grantee, shall reduce the reat payable ane this 
Grant to such an extent or may modify the 
terms of this Grant in such other manner as to 
the Governor-in-Council thay seem equitable. 

“Provided also that in the event of the exporta- 
{ion of Raw Opium from India being probibited 
daring the {erm hereby granted and the Grantee 
not beiug able to procure sufficient opium for 
boiling the Grantee may give notice to the 
Governor-in-Coancil of his desire to surrendor 
this Grant, and, if, iu the opinion of the 
Governor-iu-Council such prohibition seriously 
affects the business of the Grantee, the onus of 
proof whereof shall rest on the Grantee, the 
Governor in-Council shall thereupon, or go goon 
thereafter as he may deem desirable cancel the 
same. Nothing in the two proceeding provisos 
is (o bi taken to mean that an alteration in the 
quantity of opium exported from India is to be 
accepted as prim f.icie evidence that the Farmar 
is entitled to a reduction of rent or to a modi- 
fication of the terms of tuis Grant.” 


It is interesting to note tha progress made 
with regard to the prohibition policy in India, 
On the 191th March Mr. O. Grady asked in the 
House of Commons whether, in view of the faat 
that the export of Bangal opium had fallen 
from 53,583 chests in 19uU6 7 to £8,000 ia 1907.8 
and the further fact that the area of cultivation 
had extended from 553,697 acres in the former 
perioi to 562,50! acras in the last year quoted 
he could inform the House whether the resulting 
crops of such extended area was or would be 
exported {o other countries than Chins, or 
whether (he habit of opium consumption was 
growing among the psoples of India, and that 
such extended area of cultivation was to meet 
such home demand; and, if so, whether steps 
would be taken drastically to reduce the area 
of cultivation below thal of 19C6-7, 

Mr. Morley replied: There has been no ex 
tension of the area under poppy. The standard- 
or maximum area fixed for regulating the grant, 
of licences to cultivate was fixed: for 1906.7 at 
594,000 acres. The area actually, harvested in 
that year was 553,697 aores, - For 1907-8 the 
standard area was reduced, to 662,500 acras 
The actual area, when returned, will prove to be 
below this figure. Fur 1998-9 thé standard area 
has again been reduced to 509,0U0 acres. I am 
afraid (he drastic reduction demanded by my 
hon. friend would hardly extend employ ment. 

During the current yeir the Fidanc; Member 
of the Indian Viceroy’s Council has allowed 
in his financial statement for:a decline of 
£380,000 in the current year’s ‘revenue from 
opium. ‘ 

Mr. Chan Kai Ming, the Seéretary of the 
Opium Farm, was seen by our representative 
with reference to the telegram. He said that 
he had received no communication from the 
Government yet, and in reply to questions he 


‘gaid if their revenue was reduced they would 


have to seek compensation. 
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THE JAPANESE DISASTER. ~ 


We have received eopies of tha correapondence 
that has passed between His Excellency the 
Governor and the Japanese Consul, relative 
to the sinking of the ‘ Matsushima,’ 

Letter, dated 2nd May, from His Excellency 
the Governor to Mr. 8S. Mashiko. : 

“DeipSre,—I writeto express to you my 
great regret at the news which | have geen in the 
papers of the loss of the oruiser ‘ Matsushima,’ 
which was so recently a visitor in this Port, 
when I had the opportunity of meeting her 
gallant officers. 

Our British Navy has also lately had several 
serious losses, so that we are allies in 
misfortune, 

I earnestly hope that when we receive fuller 
pews we may hear that there has bsen no great 
logs of life.’— Yours very truly, 

; (3d.) F. D. Lugarp. 


letter, dated 2nd May, from the Japanese 
Consal to His Excellency the Governor. 

“Youg EXCELLENCY,—I beg to tender my 
sincere thanks for your kindness in sending 
Captain Taylor to this Consulate to express 
Your Excellency’s sympathy on the accident 
to the cruiser ‘ Mateaushima.’ ; 

Tam pleased to inform Your Excell noy that 
I telegraphed immediately to the Minister 
for Foreign Affairs, Tokyo, expressing Your 
Excellency’s cordial sympathy.’—Yours very 


truly, 
(Sd.) Sarzo Masaixro, 


letter, dated 4th May, from the Japanese 
Consul to the A.D.C,, Government House, 

“Dear Captain, -I have received a tele- 
gram from the Minister for Foreign Affairs, 
Toky2, and beg to enclose you a copy of the 
above.’’— Yours truly, = 
'(8d.) Sarzo’ Mas arxo: 

(Copy of telegram.) 

“On the 30th April, at 4.8 am., one of the 
Japanese training squadron, the ‘ Matsushima’, 
sank in a few moments while anchoring at s 
port in the Pescadores, owing to the explosion 
of the after magazine, only four metres of the 
funnel being seen on the water at fall tide. 

According to the investigation up 
noon of May 2ad, 3 officers, 24 midshipmen, 
7 semi-officers and other crew numbering 203, 
were saved. The bodies of the Uaptaia, one 
officer, 27 midshipmen, one semi-officer and 
39 orew were found, but those of 21 offlcers, 6 
midshipmen aod 111 crew are still missing. 

Being prevented by the extent of the 
wreckage, it is very difflcoult for divers to 
discover the bodies,”’ { 


Letter, dated Sth My, from the A.D.C., 
Government Honse, r, Mashiko. 

“Deak Mea. Masyrxo,—I am in receipt-of 
your letter of yesterday's date, enolosing copy . 
of atelegram from your Minister for Foreig- 
Affairs with regard to the ‘Matsushima’ cata 
strophe, which I- have submitted to the 
Governor. His Excellency desires mo to express 
to you his great grief at the terrible nature of 
the disaster and his profound sympathy for the 
relatives of those who have perished.” — Yours 
very sincerely, . 

_(Sd.) P. H. Mrrcuann Tarror. 

A couple of weeks ago, the Tatung Pao, of 
Peking, published a telegram from ite Shanghai 
Correspondent to the effect that the Ohinese 
merchants there were holding moetings seoretly, 
The object was to retaliate upon foreigners 
for the disuse of Chinese bank-notes ia payment 
of Municipal taxes eto. within the limit of the 
International settlement ; now it is reported in 
the local native-journals that the ‘l'uchibpu 
(Ministry of Finance) has telegraphed to the 
Viceroys and Governors of| the various Pro- 
Vinoes stating that the ofa which led to 
unusual tightness of the money market in every 
part of China is attributable partly to the use 
of bank -notes in the interior of the Provinces ; 
and as the circulation of foreiga notes concerns 
the financial position of China, some means 
must be provided to oheck it. Thus the 
Viceroys and Governors, have been advised to 
deprecate the use of foreign bank-notes outside 
the. limits of the foreiga Concessions at tho 
various Treaty Porta. 
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REGISTRAR GENERAL’S REPORT. 


ree 


The report of the Registrar General for the 
year 1907, laid before the Legislative Ccuncil 
by Command of His Excellency the Governor, } 
last week, states; 


REVENUE AND EXPENDITURE, 


The revenue collected during the rear 
amounted (o $163,261.13, a sum $!4,023.08 be- 
low the revenue collected in 19.6. Tho esti- 
mated revenue for the year was $156,180; the 
principoal items in which the estimate was 
exceeded were hawkers’ licences, money chan- 
gers’ licences and householders’ registration. 
Reference is made to these increases b-low. 
The revenue from marke(s fell short of the 
estimate by $3,' 1, 

The only materia! decrease in the rev-nue 
compared with that for 19:6 is under the head 
Boat Licences. In 1906 the revenue from (hese 
licances was something over $24.00, It is now 
collected by the Harbour Master. ‘There were 
substantial iccreases under the heada hawkers’ 
licsuces, money changers’ licences, toussholders’ 
registration and markets. The number of 
hawkers’ licences issued increased from 14, 65 
in 1906 to 15,193. 


First half- Second half. 
yearending year ending 


3lat Marob, 30th Septem- 


1907, ber 19.7, 
New Licences issued, 7,116 3,638 
Licences renewed, .,, a6 4,159 
-Total,... 7.116 rl 


Aninorease of 59 per cent. in the revenue 
from money changers’ licences is due no donbt 
to the great discount at which the silver sub- 
sidiary coinage stood for a prt of the year. 
The inclusion of the Kowloon Peninsula in that 
part of the Colony to which Part III of 
Ordinance No. 3 of 1888, providing for the 
registration of householders, applies, accounts 
for (he comparatively large eum received under 
the heading householders’ registration. The 
increase inthe revenue from markets is a litile 
over one per cent. and is fairly evenly distributed. 

It is satisfactory to find thatthe rents for the 
stalls in the Mongkoktsui Market are main- 
tained at the level at which they stood twelve 
months ago ; the market evidently meets a want. 
The Des Voux Road Market has not been 
hitherto a great success but for some reason the 
ma'ket people tarned their attention to if in 
November and all the market is now fally let 
at the rate of $1,3(6a year, a low rent it is true, 
but an increase of 30 per cent. on the rent 
received in ]9U6. As I stated in last year’s 
report the accommodation for the poultry 
dealers inthe New Western Market was found 
insufficient and two dealers have been given 
permission to move into premises outside the 
market. The Old Western Market has been 
opened out by the removal of unnecessary stalls 
andthe remainder of the premises-has been 
divided between tke butchers and vegetable and 
fruit dealers, The arrangements were com- 
pleted on the 15th October. 

Ofthetotel revenue by the Registrar General's 
Department in 1907, 67 per cent. came from 
the rent of market premises, and 18 per cent. 
from fees for hawkers’ licences. 

‘the total expenditure during the year was 
$35,630.88 compared with $33,917.45 in 1906. 
The expenditure in 1906 was increased by the 
Cengue, The actual expenditure fell short of 
the estimated expenditure by $2,701.1°. The 
principal itema in which the expenditure was 
below the estimate were personal emoluments, 
census and rent of quarters for student- 
interpreters, 


PROTECTION OF WOMEN AND GIRLS, 


The number of women detained under 
warrant wes 139 compared with 160 in 1906. 

It is satisfactory to find that the percentage 
of cases in whioh after examination at the Po 
Leung Kuk, no grounds can bs found for 
detention, has fallen as low as 28. To send 
800 women to the Po Leung Kuk in one your 
throws a very great deal of work on the direc. 
tors and puts severe strain on the resources and 
accommodation of the institution, whil:t it is 


unpleasant to find that in 400 cases the detention | 


was not justified. Cn the other hand it may be 


| 
| 
CHINA OVERLAND TRADE REPORT. 


that during tho last year, too) many d subtful 
cases have been permitted to p It is very 
hard in this business to strike the mean. 

In all, 316 persons were admitted to the Po 
Leung Kok, 16 teiog ranaway maidservants. 
In the cise of maidservants wherever thera is 
evidence of ill-treatment the Pplice ara asked 
to prosecute, but even in cases Of ill treatmant 
the fault is probably not all on one side. Tha 
schools to which these childred are sent find 
them as a class unsatisfactory and hard to 
manage. The numbers cf girls added during 
tho year to the list of those i a under 
bond to report themarlves regu arly to the Re- 
gistrar General was twelve. jSixty-six girls 
were reported to the Po Leung: Ku; as baiag 
missing in Hongkong during 1°07 and of thase 
only nine were reported to have been recovered. 

Five persons were sen? to the Italian C invent 
daring {he year and twelve to Miss Eyres 
Refuge, and of these -four were sent under 
warrant, two to each institution. Both 
institutions have heen visited by me more 
than once during the year, and Miss Eyre's 
Refuge was also visited by some of the 
directorsof the Po Leunz Luk. At a fiaal 
iuspeotion made at tha elcse of the year only 
one complaint wa: made. ‘I'he girls both at the 
Refuge and at the Convent looked clean, 
healthy and happy. The Sisters tell me that 
they have now no trouble with the girls and 
that they will be willing to reoeiva auy more 
who can ba rent to them. Two of the girls 
who have been married happened to be in the 
Convent at the time of my last visit : they were 
well-dressed and seemed happy. 

EMIGRATION, 

‘The examination of females and children 
under J6 is conducted by the Assisfaut Re- 
gistrar General and occupied abont 155 hours; 
this is exclusive of the time epent by the 


| Registrar General in re-examining doubtful 


eases, The number of women and children 
examined was 15,571, the examination is 
therefore conducted af the rate of about 1A 
emigrants the hour. This rate of speed 
may seem (o be excessive and to give littl 
opportunity for ascertaining the actual status 
of the emigrants but as a matter of fact in 
the case of eighty per o nt. no examivation 
is called for, only identification. There are very 
rarely any grounds for suspicion in the case 
of single women over 3°), and of women and 
children going in families, 

Male emigration has” been very carefully 
supervised during the year. A number of ships 
taking third class passengers to the Straits 
Fet'lements have ben inspected, and from tha 
Ist November the emigration of labourers has 
been satisfactorily supervised by the adcption 
of measures agreed ucon at a conference held in 
March with Mr. Barnes, the Secretary for 
Chinese Affairs in the Straits Settlements. A 
probable change in the Emigration Law was 
foreshadowed by me in my annnal report for 
195, bat it was decided to take no steps until 
an opportunity had been given of discussing 
the whole question in personal conference with 
some ¢fliicer from the Straits Settlements. This 
opportunity cccnrred in March last when Mr. 
Barnes passid through the Colony and an 
arrangement was come fo, by which no 
immigrant to the Straits: Settlement from 
Hoogkong would be permitted to enter into a 
labour contract unless he had appeared before 
tha Regis rar General before embarkation. 

lt is too soon to say what effect the new 
arrangement will have on the vélume of 
emigration. but everything so far has worked 
smoothly. : The examining officer has detected 
a number of cases of misrepresentation and 
fraud, and has rejected a number of youths and 
men pbysically unfit for work at the mines. 
This Office is in constant communication with 
the Protectorate of Chiness in Singapore and 
itis hoped that with a little more experienc: 
all but a few cases of fraud will be eliminated. 
A number of Chinese gentlemen who have 
served as members of the Board of Direction of 
the Po Leung Kuk have undertaken to inspect 
the emigrants when they present themselves 
for examination, and they commenced their 
duties at the beginning of 1908. There is no 
donb‘ that their assistance will be of the 
greatest value. ’ 

During the year, 51 hotel-l’cences and 34 
emigration-house licences were issued. The 
boarding-houses are those which are made uss 


West !oint. 
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of by “assisted emigrants.” Hotels are patro- 
nised not only by intending emigrants bat by 
visitors to Hongkong—both men and women, 

Since 19(5 the accommodation provided in 
hotels hac. increased 34 per cent. and that 
in boarding-houses 100, Two boarding: honsa 
licences have been cancelled for misbebaviour 
on tho part of the keepers, In the one cas3 
a man had been induced to go on board by fraud 
and lept overboard, in the other an unwilling 
emigrant was prevented from leaving the house. 

Enquiries have been made in several oases for * 
relatives who had gone to the Straits Settle- 
men's or to Borneo, and the missing men have 
been traced with the help of the records kapt by 
the boarding-houses, In most ingtaneds the 
relatives have repaid, somstimea with the. assis. 
tance of this office, the advances made to the 
emigrant; in some they have bean content with 
an interchange of letters. 

It is pleasant to learn that ihe efforts made 
in Hongkong to stop emigration abuses are 
recognised elsawhere than in the Colcny, 


REGCTLATION OF CHINESE, 


By an Order-in-Council dated the 2nd April, 
1907, the provisions of Part III of thé Ordin- 
ance were extended to the urban part of the 
Kowlocn peninsula. In May, circulars were 
sent to landlorda and householders oalling their 
attention to the law, and by the end of the year, 
1,783 houses out of 1,913 had been registered. 
The work of registration entailed the engage- 
ment of two temporary clerks for six manths. 

The balance to the oredit of the Distriot 
Waftclmen’s Fund on the 31st December was 
$1:,9 0 as against $10,276 for the preceding 
year. Ccntributions shew an increase of $690, 
expenditure a decrease of $88'. Thera was no 
expenditure on building in 1907, butin 1908 it 
will becoma necessary to increase the accom- 
modationio tha District Watchmen's House at 
The Procession which was held 
in December necessitated the engagement of 
of Special Watchmen and entailed an expend- 
iture of $1,100 Effeot was also given to-a 
resolution of the Board passed some time ago 
and the three Watchmen’s Houses and the 
Registrar General's Office were placed on the 
Telephoue Exchange. The inoreasa in the 
Force duriog the last few years has been as 
fo lows :— ; 


70 District “Watchmen 
3let December, 1901 f Peal nck 


1S Sey 
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The natnre and numbsr of permits issuad 
during the year were as follows :— 


To fire crackers for marriages ......... 286 
7 i on other occasions, ... 110 

3°6 

To hold processions ... . 30 


(in other than per. 
< manent buildings... ... St 
Lin p:rmanent buildings’. 40 
To hold religious csramonies ' 


To perform 
theatricals 


Total, ......... 568 


Permits to hold religious ceremonies and 
theatric:1 performances in the New Territories 
North of the Kowloon Range are issned by the - 
Assistant Superintendent of Police at Taipo. 

The holdiug- of theatrical performances in 
a temporary building in connection with a 
temple festival is of regular ocourrence. The 
trustees of the temple invite tenders for the 
provision of a performance and the successful 
tenderer provides the theatrical company, builds 
as large a matshed-as ha thinks will be profit- 
able and fills it as full as it oan hold with 
seats... As is known the result in China is 
sometimes disastrous. To remove ag far as 
possible the chance of such a catastrophe in 
Hongkong all applications for permits arp to 
be +ccompanied in future by a sketch of the 
matshed, in order that the Superintendent: of 
the Fire Brigade may see that there are 
adequate exits and gangways. 

The number of marriages solemnized during 
the year was 137, as compared with 125 in 
1906. Twenty-seven marriages were ocon- 
tracted at the Registrar Gsneral’s Office, 

286 permits were issued to fire crackers on- 
the occasion of Chinese marriages, as against 
225 in 1906. 


q 


- bom, Kcwloon City and Yaumali, 
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The Births registered during the year were | charges above the fixed rates, and timber mer- 


as follows :— a 
Males. Females. 
Chinese,... ... 736 388 1,124 
Non-Chinese, 161 135 296 
897 “523 —-1,420 
Four hundred and eighty-two births 


were registered during the year in the West 
Point and East Point registration offices in 
Victoria, an increase of 66 on the number 
registered in 1906. The total number also of 
Chinese births registered in Victoria shews 
a, satisfactory increase. 

Tbe number of deaths registered during year 
was :— 


Chinese, ... .. 6,999 
Non-Chinese, ... 287 
Total, 7,286 

Two hondred and ninety-nine permits 


were issued to exhume human remains for 
removal to China or for reburial in the Colony. 

Four hundred and forty one certificates 
were issued by the Police for removal of bodias 
from the Colony. 


VACCINATION, 


The total number of vaccinations recorded 
is 7,420 compared with 7,450 in 1906. The 
record includes only vaccinations performed at 
the hospitals, and dispensaries and by the 
hospital a:d  dispenrary vaccinators. An 
increase is shown im the vaccivations at Hurg- 
The returns 
from the villages shew an improvement. At/4 
Yaumati and Shankiwan Lowever the percentage 
of vaccinations to births is not yet as high as 
it ought to be. 


REGISTRAT’ON OF BOOKS. 


Fifty-three books were registered during the 
year, compared with sixty-five in 1906. 


COPYRIGHT IN WORKS OF THE FINE ARTS 


Two sets of photographs and one ‘ Map and 
Wall Directory of Hongkong Central were 
registered during the year. 


ta 


CERTIFICATRS OF IDENTITY TO CHINES4 
ENTERING THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
ETC, 


The number of certificates issued during 
the years 1906 and 1907 was :— 


To the United States,... ] 7 
r Hawaiian Islands, ‘ 
“3 Philippines, ...... 2 
3 - 4 


The issue of these certificates in now canfined 
to Chinese who are British Scbjects resident in 
Hongkong. Peet 


cenuekt, 


In deference to the wishes of the ;Chinese 
merchan{s who do business with Canton if has 
been decided to continues to license the Postal 
Hongs which carry letters b-tween Hongkong 
and that port. These Hongs are of very great 
service to the business community ; they afford 
special facilities for despatching correspondenca 
and deliver it quickly and safely. 

A petition which received very influential 
support was presented in August, 1906, 
complaining of the way in which the Fxcige 
Officers of the Opium Farm conducted searches 
of private premises and the examination of 
passengers and their beggage on their arrival in 
the Colony: attention was also invited to the 
prevalence of the practice of “ planting ” opium 
by informers. Petitionera made various 


suggestions which were adopted in all escential 
particulars. 

A list of the Chinese names of islands, bays, 
hills and pssses in Hongkong and the New 
Territories to which English names have been 
affixed was taken in hand and is now being 
printed. 

There does not appear to have been any serious 
teade dispute during tho year. The junks 
employed in the carriage of timb-r to Canton 
took advantage of the scarcity of suitable junks 
after the typhoon, to try and increase their 


chants were put to some difficulty for a short 


Tota], | time in securing carriage, 


The Chinese firms dealing in the export of 
Chinese clotuing and eatab!es to the Transvaal 
complained of the high rate at which their 
goods were assessed for payment of import daty, 
and representations were made on their behalf 
to the Transvaal Garernment, 

A project which first started threa years aga 
for the incorporation of the Man Mo Temple 
seams likely now to be carri:d out. « Bill has 
been submitted by tha Trustees of the Temple 
property for the approval of the Government 
and igs 2: w under consideration.: 

The Directors of the Tung Wa Hosnilal who 
act as managers cf the Templd have also been 
granted a lease of a piece of laud behind thu 
Temple. This laud wads given. to the Man Mo 
Temple in the year 1877 and has since bean 
regarded by the directors as its property, but 
no lease had ever been granted:! 

A diepute as to the managém-nt of temple 
property at Shamsahbyipo Wea gear to the 
Registrar General, and settled by him with 
the assistance of two Chinese gentlemen. The 
property consists of a market and a wharf and 
the dispute originated in a struggle fur the 
control of the preperty between the Puntei and 
the Hakka inhabitants of the village. 

A petition to which 322 chops were affixed 
was received in Varch from the inhabitants of 
Yanumali. Petitioners complained the in- 
crease in (he ferry fare to Hongkong aid wished 
to ttart a public ferry to be controlled by the 
community. What oay be called a municipal 
pier exis's at Shamshuipo—one of the condilions 
of the lease being that the pier is to be managed 
by the l-ssee to the satigfaction of the Registrar 
General, who will be guided in his decision by 
the wishes of the inhabitants, of the village. 
The Government decided to put Che pier site 
up to auction in the usual way.|, 

During the winter of 1906-1907 well-sub{anti- 
ated stories reached me of the |blackmailing of 
Chinese by a min who posed ag Lan Kwang, a 
notorious brigand in the flegngshan district. 
The man could not be traced, bs he carried on 
his business with great discretion, but heat last 
committed an error of judgment in attempting 
to blackmail Mr. Tsui S ea-ting who knocked 
him dow. aud marched bim) a milo to the 
nearest police station. 

The activity of the Belapidal and Forestry 
Department in protecting plautations Jed in 
March to the receipt of numerous petitions 
from the Kowlcon District oh behalf of the 
wood-cutters. As a result futiher action was 
suspended pending investigation, In the 
country districts the erie pal ail is dry grass 
and during the year it was fotind neces ary to 
warn the villagers of Little Hougkorg that 
grass-cutting was nol permitted in pla-tations 
or in the natoral foresf, 

On the advice of Mr. Leekhait and Dr, 
Ho Kai, a Chinese Illustrated Encyclo; mdia 


en 2 fa ES 8 AE 2 Hit) has been boogbt 


for the Office Library, ‘L'his work wns first 
published under Imperis] Aulbority in L726 
and a new edilion bas been lately brought out 
in Shanghai. 

A Chiuese procession—‘ha first of its kind 
since March, 18.'4,—w gs held on the 5tb, 6th 
and 7th of Decemb-r, It attracted a gr at 
nu” ber of people to tha Colony buat the large 
crowds were quite crderly add there was no 
increase of crime. The commit‘es of manage- 
ment were able to band over S1Y.200—the 
unexpended lalance of sabscriptions, to 
charitable purposes. 


APD 


The homeward bound German mail on May 
4th had on board a distinguished passenger 
in the person of Sir Rob rt Hart, the In- 
spector General of Customs who is going to 
England on a holiday which is expected to end 
in his retiring from the position which he has 
filled so ably. The “ Yorck” reached port about 
six o'clock and Captsion Taylor, A.D.C. to 
H.E, the Governor, went ou board as repre. : 
senting Sir Frederick Lugard with an offer 
of antertainmant which Sir Robert dec'ined—on 
the score of ill-health, Mr. Parr, Gc mmissiorer 
of Chinese Customs in Hongkong, and Mr. | 
T. E, Cocker, Deputy Commissioner, also called 
on Sir Robert Hart. 


‘devoted sisters, 


' services in the Convent Charcb. 


1 to feed 
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ITALIAN CONVENT. 


1 
CENTENARY CELEBRATIONS. 


- 


The Italian Convent, which pays an im- 
portant part in the social eeonions of Hongkong 
more pirticularly in the religious and educ - 
tional side, may fairly claim sme little 
attention at the present time when i* is cele- 
brating the centenary of the foundiog of the 
Institution to whichit b-longs, The Cancssian 
Sisters of Charity, though ona cf the youngest 
of the many ordera developed by the religious 
z3al of tho sons and daughters of the Roman _. 

atholic Church, is one of tho moat effective 
organisations that have emanated from Italy. 
Its success, which has been sv remarkable io 
Hongkong, is lurgely due t> the fact that the 
who give their life ro un- 
grud.ingly to the cause which they love, do not 
coofine their labours to religious spheres but 
undertake the care of foundli gs and orphans 
and educate and train the young info intelligent 
ciliz-ns 

Tho Institution owes its origin to the daughter 
of one of Italy's most noble houses, Mag- 
dallen, {he Marchioness of Canossa, who was 
born in Verona on the 8th May, 1774. She 
founded the [nstilntion of tha Sisters of Charity 
iu her own couatry on the Sth May, 19(8, and 
during her lifetima she opened five convents 
where she laced sisters who were willing to 
give themselves up to the sacred canse of 
charity. She died on the luth April, 1935, at 
the age of 6l, in tha first convent whiodr she 
established. ‘This convent, which was dedicated 
to St. Joseph, was the gift of the great 
Emperor of the French, Napoleon Bonaparte, 
‘here are now in Italy 115 convents, and quite 
alarge numb-r are fonnd in other parts of 
the world. 

In 1860 six sisters came from Italy to Hong- 
kong.and the small b-gioniogs of that little 
band has resulted in the establishment of the 
large institution in Caine Road and its various 
agencies throughout the Colony. A small 
house was rented for them in Caine Road, and 
thera they started their good work. With the 
growth of the Colony the scope of their labour 
was extended, and as their efforts became 
known they were appreciated. tympathisers 
assisted them, and little by little the institution 


grew until it reached ifs present pro- 
portions, In eddition to the Convent in Caine 
Road, it bas under ils aegis St. Francis 


School) af Wanchai, St. Mary's Schoul at, 
Kowlo hs hems for foundlings at West 
Point, and Chinese Schools at Shaukiwan, Yan- 
miti, Hunghom snd Aberdeen, besides homes 
for foundlings at Namtau and Sambue. The 
last mentioned was cnly opened six months ago 
and it has already received 10° babies, 64 of 
whom are living and well Jn the words of 
the Mother Superior ‘‘we have 8(! mouths 
every day, that is including our 
branches. In the Convent alone there are 
500. There are about €0 sisters, 60 boarders, 
and th: remainder are destitutes and orphans, 
We have now 200 day echolars.”. 

With regard to the personnel of the Inetitu- 
lion itis interesting {o note that one of the six 
sisters who laid its foundation in Hongkong is 
still alive and well. Despite her 75 years, sister 
Maria Stella is very active, and looks well after 
her 4% years’ residence in the East. The 
first novice received by the Sisters was the 
daughter of Sir John Bowring, thea Governor 
of Hongkong. Most of the sisters to-day are 
Italian, but their number insludes Portuguese, 
Spanish and German. : ; 

‘The institution mow comprises schools, hos- 
pitals and homes for foundifugs, and its werk is 
necessarily on a very large scale. 

The Siatera of Charify are now represented 
in Hankow, Hunan and Shanai, while convents’ 
have been established in Macao, Timor, Singa- 
pore, Malacoa aud India. ; 

The centenary celebrations b>gin to-day with 
There is a 
s-rmon in Chinese to-1 y, another in Portuguese 
on Sundsy, anda third in English on Monday. 
«nn lues ay there will be high mass in the morn- 
ing and at night the convent tuilding will be 
illaminated in honour of the historica occasion. 
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In Summary Jourispiction. 


Berore Mr. 8. A. J. Gompertz 
(Actina Pursne Jupak). 


CLAIM UNDER A WILL, | 

Mr. Edmund Hamilton Sharp, at present 
residing at Banff in British Colambia, and Sir 
Catchick Peul Chater, Kt., C.M.G., of No. 5, 
Queen's Road Central, the present Trustees of 
the will of the late Mr. Granville Starp, claimed 
from Tsang Keng, coutractor, the sum of 
$873.33, being arrears of interest due under a 
covenant in a mortgage deed dated the 18th 
day of May 1993, whereby the defendant 
covenanted that if he did not repay to Edmund 
Hamilton Sharp and one James Buchanan 
(the then trustees of the aforementioned will), 
the principal sum of $32,00' with interest 
thereon, at the rate of 7 per cent per annum on 
May 18, 1906, he would thereafter, so loug as 
the principal sum should remain unpaid, pay 
to the trustees by equal monthly payment, 
interest on the said principal at the rate of 7 
per cent, Mr Jackson, of Messrs Jubnson, 
Stokes and Master, appvared for the claimant. 
After hearing evidence, his Honour reserved 
judgment in order that claimants might 
produce the mortgage deed. 


——.. 


Monday, 4th May. 


In Oniainan JuRispicrTIion. 


BEFORE THR CHIEF JusTiaz (SIR 
F. Pigaor). 


a A LIBEL ACTION. 

The Tso Tsui Wo Company, carriing on 
business at 107 Connetught Road Central, 
brought an action for 819,00 egainst the 
proprietors printers and publishers of the 
Chinese newspaper the Sai Kung ‘Yik P., for 
alleged libel, the libel consisting of a statement 
appearing in an article published in the 
newspaper charging the plaintiffs with having 
been associated with lawless characters in 


Manila. 


Sir Henry Berkeley, K.C., instructed by Mr. 
Otto Kong Sing, appeared for the plaintiffs ; 
and Mr. M. Slade instructed by Mr. Steaven- 
son, of Messrs Deacon, Looker and Deacon, 
appeared for defendants. 

The statement of claim stated that plaintiffs 
were merchants and carrying on basiness at 
No. 147, Connaught load Central. The 
defendant was the proprietor, printer and 
publisher of the newspaper known as the Sai 
Kung Yik Po. The plaintiffs had for many 
years carried on business in Hongkong and are 
well known as the Teo Tsui Wo fo-eign goods 
firm, On the 5tb, 6th, 16tb, A7th, 18th and 
20th days respectively of February, 1907, the 
defendants falsely and maliciously printed and 
published in the said newspaper a certain 
libellous article in the Chinese langnage refer- 
ring to the plaintiffs firm. The words trans- 
lated into Knglish mean and were unders!ood 
by those who published them to mean “if 
there are such things how can he seiza tho 
company’s property as his own property; the 
Tso Yuen Hop are celebrated persons in the 
commercial circles of Manila; besides the branch 
shop Tsui Wo Leung they also have established 
in Hongkong the Tso Tsui foreign goods firm 
It cannot be said that they ure rich persons and 
yet they have done euch an act: It is not that 
owing to there being a great profit their 
greedy mouth is watered for it as if it were 
watered for raion, It is not thit they look 
strong in their oulward appearance bat are 
dried up internally, and as they find it 
anable to pay out the aforesaid amount 
they have compelled to do such an act. 
Recently we have seen their correspondence 
published in a Hongkong paper giving false 
allegations regarding the matter and we there- 
fore give alittle explanation here and make all 
our villagers and relsticns in the island know 
that between heaven and earth (i.e, the universe) 
there are sych unjust and lawless characters ” 
The defendant alleged that Tso Hang Leung was 
a member of a firm in Menila known as the Tso 
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Yuen Hop who had absconded and had in concert 
with certain persons described in the article 
as unjust and lawless characterd defrauded a 
certain company in Manila, and that tha 
Tso Yuen Hop had established a branch 
firm in Hongkong known as the Tso Tsui 
Wo foreign goods shop, meaning that the 
plaintiffs had been associated in business with 
persons who were lawless characters, 

The defendants replied that the article was 
sent to the newspaper by certain persons who 
had signed their names the:eto, and the 
defendants wera ready to publish an apology. 
Plaintiff had really suff-red no logs nor injury 
and defendants had paid 3500 in Court as 
sufficient to meet any less the plainliffs may 
have suffered. 

Sir Henry argued that as the defendants 
had paid $500 into Court the libel was admitted 
and it followed tliat plainliffs were entitled to 
damages. The only question for the court 
therefore was the quantum. 

Evidence was called in support of plaintiff’s 
claim, acd the case adjourned. 


Tuesday, Sth April. 


In Oricinal. JURISDICTION, 


BgeFORE THE CHIEF JUSTICE 
(Sir EF. Pragort), 


” 


“CRIMINAL CONVERSATION ” ACTION, 

Jndgment was delivered in the action brought 
by Thomas Alexander Mitchell against Jobn 
Lemm for damages for criminal conversation 
arising out of the divores proceadinga in the 
Court of Session, Edinburgh, where the plaintiff 
obtained decree against his wife. ‘The Hon. 
Mr. H. E. Pollock, K.C., instructed by Mr, 
Steavenson, of “Messrs. Deaco>, Looker and 
Deacon, appeared fur the plaintiff aud Mr. M. 
Slade, instructed by Mr. J, Scott Harst-n, 
appeared for the defendant. 

His Lordship said,—This action is for, as it 
is called in law, ‘Criminal Conversation,” 
alleged to have been committed by the 
defendant with the wife of the plaintiff in this 
Colo y. The defendant has raised a pre- 
liminary point of law to the effect that this 
Court has no jurisdiction to enterfain the 
action. Ag a matter of fact the plaintiff has 
obtained a d-cree of divorce against his wife 
in the fcotch Courts for adultery, bot 
this has no bearing on the point of law now 
raised. It is right for me to add that the 
defendant was peta party to the proceedings 


in Scctland; therefore, although I am 
bound t) talk in this jadgment of the 
defendant’s adaltery with the plaintiff's 
wife, if must not be tiken to have 
been proved so far «as the Court is 
concerned. Whether tha plaintiff will be abla 


to prove if, how far the Judgment of the Scotch 
Court will help him,-in judication which may 
perhaps arise in the future [ lave neuthing 


to do with now, I cannot, however, 
avoid alluding to it, becatse 1 cannot 
decide this question without dealing with one 
aspect of the case, in order to clear 


the ground of a curious,and so far as I know, 
novel point of law which I mentioned during the 
argument, Strictly speaking, it lies ou'si ‘e the 
scope of the argument on the point of law 
actually raised, and therefore cannot be said (0 
have been fully argued, But ifeithar party is 
dissatisfi:d with my opinion on this question, 
it may be raissd for re-argument should 
the case any ‘time hereaftar come on 
for hearing. 1 deal with it. now in order 
to clear my own mind of a question which 
might perhaps impede a clear appreciat‘on of 
what is as complicat-d a tingle of legislation 
as { ever came across. Tha proo-edings, 
familiarly koown as the action for criminal 
conversation, areno more than,a common law 
action fora tort: adultery with a man’s wife 
is a wrongful act for which an action for dama- 
ges lies at the suit of the husband for the 
damage suffered by him- per quod consortium 
amisit It isa transitory action, thatis, it may be 
brought in any Court without whose jatisdic- 
tion the d-fendant may ba found: the jp'aca of 
commission of the adultery is inimaterial, 
thongh as a matter of fact the adul- 
tery in this case was alleged to have t3en com- 
mittcd in this Colony: but -beyond the fact that 


in re 
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it makes this Colony the convenieut forw, the 
question is irrevelant.’ Before the Divorce Act. 
abolished the action for criminal conversation 
in England the action could have been brought 
there, although the adultery was committed 
in Hongkong. Now the divorce in this gase 
was decreed in Scotland: I have not the 
Fcotch Act before me but for the purpose 
of what I am going topsay I am going 
to assume that the divorce was decrded 
in England under the Divorce Act of 1875. 
Now that Act by section 59 destroyed the 
action for criminal conversation in England 
and substituted for ita power for the divorce 
Court to award damages against a oores- 
pondent on the same principle that as would 
have been awarded in the action for 
sriminal conversation either on the petition 
for divores or on a petition limited | to 
such act either of which petitions is to ‘be 
served on the wife on the alleged adulterer 
with power to this court to dispense with service 
or to direct (ha method of service. There seens 
{o me to have been few casesin which the co-rps- 
pondent has been abroad and so far as I qan 
gather from the b»uks it is an uncertain question 
whether the court has jurisdiction over a co-res- 
pondent whenever it bas jarisdiotign over the 
respondent or ‘whether that is Natiect to 
the same rules as other actiaons against persons 
abroad that is to say that the case must |be 
brought within Order XI. rule q (c) as relief 
again t parties domiciled or usually resident in 
Englaud. But I will assume, still on the 
hypothesis of the divorce proceedings having 
bsen in England, that the damages could have 
been pronounced against the defendantassuming 


-him to have been guilty of adultery. With 


regard {o section 33 it is to be observed in the 
first place thet it by no means meets the whole 
exse which results from the abolition of the 
action by section 59, For an adtion for criminal 
conversation eould prior to-1857 have been 


bruught in England for adultry committed 
abroad between parties over whom the 
Divorce Court has now no _ jurisdiction. 


Secondly, and this is material to the present 
action, [ do not think it can be said that 
section 53 gives the Divorce Court an exclusive 
jurisdiction to pronounce a divorce. I assume: 
tor the purpose of what 1 am saying that the 
Scotch ‘Divorce Court hasa jurisdiction similar 
to the English Divorce Court. Now as the 
Scoteh Court had jurisdiction to prononnee a 
divorce in this vase the competence of this Court 
to enterlai i this action must depend on the fact 
that the Scotch Court had not exclusive juris. — 
diction in the matter of damages against the 
c:-respondent, as in order that I may 
consider this question at all I must assume this, 
Against neither section 59 of the English 
Divorces Act nor any correspondiiig section in 
the Scotch Divorce Act has any application-to 
the Colonies, therefore on fundamentul principles 
action for criminal conversation commited 
anywhere and quife irrespective of any divorce 
preceedings begun or not begun elsewhere lies 
by the common law of England introduced into 
this Celony on 5th April 1845 by Ordinanoe 2 
of 1846, always supposing the divorce cdurt 
has not awarded damages against {him 
when the question would have be:n alréady 
of course res judicata. I should jadd 
to what I have said already - that 
it would not have been altogether an unreason- 
able thing to have oreated by Section 30 an 
exclusive jurisdiction over co-respondentg in 
all cases where the Ditorce Court has jurisdic- 
tion over the co-respondent. But all definitioa 
of jurisdiction was deliberately excluded 


been drafted altogether differently. Theréfore 
in a case where the matter has not already 
dealt with in another Court in Eng'and or 6lse- 
where the action for criminal conversation ig 
part of the common law introduced into ‘this 
the Ordinances of 1845 and 
1846. I may here point out though I 
do not think anything in the following 
argument turns on it that there ig no 
common law in this Colony but that the 
English ccmmon law was introduced by: the 
above ordinances and is therefore strictly speak- 
ing a body of statutory law. This matter 
disposed of, _ come to the question dirtotly 
raised by this point of law: has the action of 


Colony by 


1 


a 


- 1889. Now the 


I 


criminal conversation been expressly taken away | 


whether by Ordinance or inferentially bya series 
of Ordinances P The first Act I have {o look at 
is No. 5 of ‘858, which introduced bodily 
certain English Acts into the Colony, among 
them certain sections of the Divorce Act, 
except in so far as they relate to dissolution of 
marriage. Among these sections are sections 
83 and 59. Therefore, the action of criminal 
conversation was done away with altogether in 
this Colony and the limited power of awarding 
damages against co-respondents for adultery in 
suits for judicial ceparation, or in a petition 
limited (o that object was granted to the 
Supreme Conrt in the same way as it had been 
granted to the Divorce Court when it was 
enacted in England. By No. 56 of 1860, this 
Ordinance was repealed in one short section. 
It, however, recited in the preamble that it was 
expedient and necessary {o provide for the 
subjects dealt with in the samo Aot introduced 
by No. 5 of 1858 by distinct enactments; but so 
far as matrimonial! jurisdiction is concern-d this 
has never been done. We therefore get to this: 
The jurisdiction created in 1858 was abolished in 
1860. But was the law which had been destroyed 
by the introduction of Section 59 of the Divorce 
Act revired? In other words, was the right to 
bring an action for criminal conversation 
brought info existence again? Now the prin- 
ciple of repeal is of course that it de-troys. 
But when a repealing act is itself repesled 
the common Jaw rule is that it revives what 
was destroyed before. This rule is very clearly 
stated in Maxwell (at p. 622), ‘‘ Where an act 
is repealed, and the repealing enactment is 
repealed by auotber which manifests no inten- 

tion that the first shall continue repealed, the 

common law rule was that the repeal of the 
second act revived the first, and revived it too, 

ad -zttio, and not merely from the pas-ing 

of the reviving act.” That this rule accords 

with common sense is mu«nifested in its 

application to {he present casa. The action 

for criminal conversation existed in the 

Colo.y. In 1858 an English ‘ct was in- 

troduced which among other things did 

away with the action: and two years 

after that act was itself repealed clearly 

because it wes a very clumsy way of giving the 

Supreme Conrt a series of somewhat compliciicd 
jurisdicticne, Whether the preamble exictly 
fitted the intention of the legislature isa matter 
which need not be inquired into. Tt remains 
only to say that the other Acts introduced by 
No. 5 of 1858 were repleced by special ordinances 
in the Colony, the Matrimonial Causes Act was 
not. It would be manifestly impossible to bold 
that there was no reviver resulting from this 
repeal. Therefore, after No, 5 of 1850 came 
into operation, the criminal conversation was 
maintainable in the Colony. We then come 
to the. Interpretation Ordinance of the 
Colony No. 8 of 1897, by sections 9 and 
ll of which certain rules were laid down 
to the effect of grepeals. These, as mort 
of the other eections of the Ordinance, were 
based on the English interpretation Act of 
English sections are as 
follows: ‘‘Seciion 1{ which appsars under 
the heading” Re-enactment of the existing 
rules “ provides that where au Act passed after 
the year 1850 whether before or after the com- 
mencement of this Act repeals a repealing 
enactment, it shall rot ba construed as reviving 
any saactment previously repealed uvles: w rcs 
are added reviving that enactment, ‘The refer 
ence to the year 185) has a very definile 
meaning. The Statatés 13 Vic. Chap. 2t for 
shorteuing the language used in Acts of 
Parliament contained iu section 5 this 
same clause, The statement of the heading. 
that the sections following and under 
it did re-enact ‘exisiing rules of construclion, 
had 8 definite meaning. and was in fact accurate. 
Now this becomes section 9 of the local Ordia- 
ance, and here also we have the heading “ Ex- 
isting Rales of Co- struction.” There was an 
Interpretation Ordinance passed in 1867, No. 
1 of that year, but it does not contain this 
clans’. There was also a Repeal Explanatory 
Ordinance passed in 1895, *0. 3 of that year, 
which, though in somewhat different languaga, 
coutains the effect of this clause; and 
by section 4 thir Ordinunce wes applied 
to Ordinances passed before as well as 
after the commencement of that Ordinance. 


The same remark applies to section 11 (which by another Aot passed in 1860; butitis oxpreasly Mr. E. J. Grist for defendants. 
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is section 38 of the lish Act), |for that also 
in somewhat different language is to be found 
in No. 3 of 1895. The headingjunder whioh 
both sections 9 and 11 of No, 8 of} 18 7 come is 
therefore accurate. The rules of, interpretation 
contained in them were, in fact, “ Existing 
Rules {of Constraction,”. and I am therefore 
saved some rather diffioult inquiries: what is 
the trae legislative effect of sectional headings, 
which it appears is somewhat more extanded 
than that of marginal notes; and _ then, 
what is the effect af an inaccurate 
heading, as this in’ the revised edition 
of the laws undoubtedly ot; first sight 
appeared to be. The problem id simplified fo 
this extent, but the orudity of the legislation 
passed in 1295 remains, and it is about as crude 
a bit of legislat‘on as it has ever ‘been my fate 
to endsavour to construe. A retroactive effect 
is given to existing repealing laws. What they 
did do is suddenly undene, and undone retro- 
actively, Thay did revive lawa which had 
been repealed by the Ordinantes themselves 
repealed, It is, many years afterwards, 
enacled that they did not revive those laws. 
What is to happen to righ(s acquired 
in the meantime under snch,; legislation I 
have not the remotest idea, and in this case I 
need not speculate, for I have quite sufficiently 
s-rions con:equences to deal withjas itis. How 
the drafisman came ‘to make the blunder I 
cannot understand. Section 11 of the Eoglish 
Act was rot made retrospeciive, but was 
applied to Statutes passed sinc 18 0, because 
they themselves were already allleubject to this 
rule of o-nstraction. Section 38 was naturally 
only made applicable to future l-gislation. 
The corresponding sections ‘pe tbe local 
Ordinanoe are both made bodily retrospective, 
I cannot help myself, therefore, in coming 
t> a decision in this case although it is 
manitestly contrary {o common sense, The 
Courts are not. allowed to intedpret what bas 


no need of interpretation. The legisla{ure 
must be intended to mein, what it has 
plainly expressed, and consegnently, there 


is no room for construction, It matters 
not, in such a case, what the consequences 
may be. Where by the use of clear and 
unequivocal language, capable of only one 
meaning, anything is enacted by the legislature, 
it must be enforced, even though it is absurd 
or miecuievous, If the words go beyond what 
was probably the intention, effyct mest, 
nevertheless be given {o them. ‘l'hey oannot 
be consirued, contrary {o their meaning, as 
embracing or excluding cases merely becanss no 
good reason appears why they sheu d be exclud- 
ed or embraced. However unjust, arbitrary or 
inconvenient the intention conveyed may be, it 
must receive its fnll effect. When once the 
intention is plain, it is not the prov-nce of a 
Court to scan its wisdom or ifs policy. Its 
duty is cot {o make the law reas nab‘e, but to 
expound it as it stands, according to the real 
sense of the words. There is mucl more in 
Maxwell to the same eficct. I must “not 
scan the wisdom of this enactment, ; but 
1 may io unomistskeable language declare its 
uowisdom. Therefore there is no mistake 
abont it, the action of criminal conversation 
which lat been revived in 1860, acd which 
existed down to 1895, was destroyed in 1895 
retroectively. Now tha learned Attorney- 
General, if he reads this jadgment, will, I 
make no doubt, immediately repeal this law, 
and re-enact it in proper language. And I 
have 1:0 hesitatic-n in pointing to what would 
then happen: the action for criminal con- 
versation would again come into existence 
in the Colony, and would farther always 
have been in existence, I think I should 
take this opportunity of exp'aining the differ- 
ence between section 11 and section 38 of the 
English Aot. Section 1) is slraight-forward; 
but the clause of section 38, which was also 
referred {o as the counterpart of s:otinn 11 
of the looal Ordinance, is most complex in its 
wording. It provides that “where an Act 
repeals any other Enactment, then, unless the 
contrary appears, the repeal shall not revive 
anything not in force or existing at the time 
at which the rey eal takes place.” 

Tle use of the dozble nogative is puzzling, 
aod :uggests that an express révivor is contem- 
plated. I think it is. Take the following 


j case: —Assame an Act passed in 1858, repealed 
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enacted that, asy, section 3 is to continue i 
force. That section of the Act of 1858 th 
continues in force. Now the Act of 1860 
repealed in 1895; this repeal would destr 
section 3 of 1858, which now ex’sts in virt 
of the Act of 1860. Therefore comes th 
provision and says the repeal of the Act of 1860 
is to revive sectio: 3 of 1858: revive is d, 
because the repeal of the Act of 1860, has in fact 
‘destroyed it, But there is another questigt 
raised. The jarisdiotion of the Supreme Co 
ia by seo ion 7 of 3 of 1873 declared to be t 
jurisdiction of the English Courts of Queenis 
Bench, Common Pleas, and Exchequer. N 
here is another legislative pit-fall straight 
the way of the unwary litigant This is me 
repeating an existing provision; but it is ja 
the form of a reenaoting clause, and it is qu 
possible to contend that the date at which 
jarisdiction is to be.sscertained in 1873, thd 
ig @ proper form of words where you want: 
continue as well as to re-enact which avoids ¢ 
difficulties. Bat thia question does not arike, 
because the answer to the argument of the 
defendant on this 
than I at first thought. It is said 
the effect of section 49 of the Divorce Act w 
to remove criminal conversation actions fr¢m 
the jurisdiction of the Common Law Conrfs: 
and therefore as thes» Courts had not got that 
jarisdio'ion in 1873 this Court bas not got it, I 
do not think that the question is one eitherjot 
competence or jurisdiction, The action) is 
simply destroyed. Whon you say that a Court 
bas no jarisdiotion to try an action that megns 
that the action is an existent action, one which ° 
may be brought somewhere. But whére 
the action has been des‘royed that is jan 
end of the matter: the Court would |be 
competent to entertain it if it existed, only} it 
does not exist. Ido not think therefore that 
the question befora me is affected by section 7 
of the Supreme Court Ordinance of 1873. r) 
result of this painfully, tedious argument is that 
this action, in virtue of the retroactive operation 
of seotion 9 of the Interpretation Ordira 
has not been revived by the repeal of No. djof 
1858 by No. 5 of 1830, Without ex: ressfag 
the slightest opinion on the merits of the case, and 
regarding it as IT am bound to regard it as lan 
action brought to vindicate any. other. alleged 
infringement of right, I can only say that ithe 
result is ludicrous. But the defendant's polat 
is well taken and must prevail, and though I 
have given much thunght to the question I feel 
that I cannot make any other than the al 
order, and give judgment on the point of jaw 
raised by tha defendant with costs. This jhas 
the effect of dismissing the action. Bat I think 
I am justified in expressing the hope that 
should the law on the questiou of repeals be; put 
straight, aud the actiou for criminal conversa- 
tiou thereupon revive, that no technical obj 
tion will] be raised by the defeudant to |the 
revival of/tbis action at the stage at which it 
has now reached. 
A .IBEL ACTION. 

The action by the ‘fs» Tsui Wo Company. 
carryiog on business at 107 Connaught Roa 
Central against the proprietors, printers, 
publishers of the “hinese newspaper the )Sai 
Kung Yi« Po; for $10.L00 damages for alleged, 
libel, the libel consisticg of a statement jap- 
pearing in an article pubiished in the newa- 
paper charging the plaintiffs with having been 
associated with lawless charactsrs in Manila, 
was continued. i 

Si- Henry Berkelay, K.C, instructed by Mr. 
Oto Kong Sing, appeared for the plaintiffs ; 
and Mr. M. slade, instructed by Mr. Steayen- 
son, of Messrs. Deacon, Looker and Deapon. 
appeared for defendants. : 

After hearing evidence, His Lordship gave 
jadgment fur $50, the sum paid into Court, 
‘with costs : 


! 


In SuuMARY JURISDICTION. 


| 


Beroerw Mr. H. H. J. Gompesrtz (Acie 
| 


PuIsnse JUIGE). 


AN INTERESTING POINT. 4 

‘The action in which, Lo Leung otherwise 
Leung Tai Kon proceeded against the Tang 
Hung Ya otherwise Thong Hang Dyw for) the 
recovery of $1,000 was called on. Mr, 
' @’Almada 9 Castro appeared for plaintiff | 


3 


. 


May 11, 1908.] 


The statement of claim set forth :—(1) 

lnintiff is a widow and resides No. 

es Voont Road Central, Viotoria. (2) 
defendants ore traders and carry on business at 
No. 237 Wing Lok Street, Victoria. (3) On 
the 17th day of July 19 6 tha plaintiff at 
Macassar remitie! to the defendants in Hong- 
kong the sum of $1,000 through the Neder- 
landsche Handel-Maatschappy by bill of ex- 
change. (4) The said bill of exchange was hand- 
ed by the plaintiff to the defendants an her arival 
in Hongkong on or about the 3rd August 1906 
for collection on her behalf and for her use and 
benefit, -(5) The defendants collected the said 
sum of $1,000 from the Nederlandsche Handel 
Maatachappy. (6) The plaintiff has demanded 
from the defendants the sum of $1,00 \, but the 
defendants refused to pay. 

The statement of defence set forth that the 
defendant firm had become bankruptand that the 
plaintiff had received dividends onthoamountdne. 

At the last hearing Mr. Grist contended that 
the plaintiff could not split her cause of acticn, 
The defendants had received $3,600 on behalf 
of plaintiff and had, at her request, lodged it 
with a firm which had become bankrupt She 
had received dividends on the amount due. 

Mr.d’Almada consented to bsing non-suited 
and this was done. 


— ——., 


Thursday, 7th May, 


In Bankeuptcy JoRIspICcTION. 


BEFORB THR CHIEF JusticE (SIR 
F. Piagortr). 


APPLICATIONS TO RESCIND. 

Re Moosa 0 Vieira, application to re<cind a 
receiving order. 

Mr. E. J. Grist, on bebalf of the petitioning 
debtor, asked for a farther adjournment as 
the arrangement made with the creditors had 
practically been approved by all the parties and 
only the consent of the Court was now required. 
He wished to lodge a draft deed with the Court. 

His Honour—What do you propose to do ? 

Mr. Grist~Will your Lordship refer it to 
the Registrar P 

The public examination was adjourned for 
a week. 

- Re J. C, Logan, application to rescind a 
receiving order. 

This matter was adjourned for another wask 
on the application of the Official Recaiver (Mr. 
Wakeman) who explained that a compromise 
had been arrived at and the matter was 
practically completed. ; 

COMMISSION AGENT'S FAILURE. 

Re Herbart Stephens, ex pirte debtor. 

Debtor in answer to the Official Receiver, said 
he had lately been carrying on business as a mer- 
chant. He commenced in July 1904 on oapital 
supplied by Mr. Wong Lee who found $6,000. 
That did notimply a partnersbip. It wasfurnish- 
ed to send debtor home to England to arrange 
for agencies. He was away for one year. Durin 
his absenoe the clerk left in charge had trouble 
with Mr. Wong Lee as to the $6000 and bad 
made arrangement: with him to repay the 
money by instalments. The business continued 
until his return in Ootober 1995, and after 
gotting rid of Mr. Wong Lee he entered into 
partnership with Mr. Tregillas and Mr, 
Vincenot. Mr. Vincenot subscribed $ 0 090, 
himself $4,000 and Mr. Tregillas $2,500. 
Debtor's share was 50 per cent of the profits and 
he was allowed to draw a salary of $250 a month. 
Mr, Vinoenot drew $250 per month as a salary 
and 25 per cent of the profit and Mr. Tregillas 
drew $175 a month and 25 per cent of the profits. 
There was still $600 due to Mr. Wong Lee ont 
of the $6,000 advanced. He established a 
bueiness connection as the result of his trip 
home, having secured several commissions on a 
subsided basis. The subsidies alone were worth 
about $8000 a year. That was apart from the 
commission, The business paid. They sold 
all sorts of piece goods to the Chinese. They 
really acted as travellers, Ino ths first half year 
the profits amounted to $24,009 and about 
$5,090 net, Approximately their gross profit s 
were about $2,000 a month from waich $1,200 
expanses were dedasted. They k4pt books but 
they did not make up a balano; shest after the 
ficst half year. Their Portuguese bookkeeper 
muddled up things and they had to get 


The { their old accountant back again. 
216 | nothing about bookkeeping; that was not 
The | in his department. 


Sige tere oo sere meee Pr ee es 


CHINA OVERLAND TRADE REPORT. 


He had now no partners. 
Mr. Tregillas died in April of last year. He 
carried on business for the firm at Shanghai. 

hey Inst money there all thetime. In March 
19 ‘7, Mr. Vinceanot retired, They paid him out 
$3,500, He had overdrawn b-fore he laft tha 
firm. The sum mentionad was agreed upon as 
a set{lement. All tuat money had been paid to 
bim with the exception of $1,400, Debtor gave 
him promissory notes for the amount of the 
$3,490. He had nol sattled Mr. ‘Tregillas’ share. 
As far as thay knew the deceased geutleman had 
overdrawn his account. Dabtor attributed his 
bankruptcy to losses incurred through their 
compradore having entered into contracis on 
behalf of the firm which he did not make good, 
His security only amounted to $20,000. Debtor 
estimated his losses in that connection as over 
86,290, ‘I'he compradore owed them that amount. 
Debtor's first «i fficulties occurred in August 1906 
when on coming bac’ from Shanghai hea fouod 
that many dealers were not taking up their 
carges and the compradore was not ab'e to get 
money to maka good their obligations to the 
banks, He did not kuow he was unable to 
meet his liabilities until the receiving order 
was issued. Mr. Tregillas, senior, advanced 
$6,0C0) in January of last year for the husinass, 
Debtor was not aware the firm was in difficaltias 
at that time. The $2,574 was borrowed from 
Mr. Jas White by Mr. ‘Tregillas in the name of 
the firm in Shanghai. Dabtor did not have 
auy of the money, and he did not know whether 
it appeared in the books or not, A sum of 320°) 
borrowed from Madame Flint was for the 
expenses in connection with the bankruptcy 
petition. F 

The Official Reosiver—I do not propose to 
ask any further questions at present. tisa 
very complicated businzss, It ts impossible to 
get through the piles a-.d piles of books. 

His Lordship—Was ita fairly large businases? 

Debt-r Yes, 

What was your turnover ?—About $600.00; 
or $709.00 1 a year. 

Mr. Wakemau—The books have been impro- 
perly kept. I have had to employ an account- 
ant and he has not finisked yet. 

His Lordship— What are the liabilities ? 

The Official Recsiver—Practically nothing. 

His Lordship—What has happened? Has 
the business evaporated ? 

The Official Receiver—Yes, ‘The coods are 
claimed by the people wh» ordercd them. ‘The 
liabilities amount to $46 032 and the assats to 
$41,090. TL caunotexplain that, 

His Lordship—It seems a pity. 

The Official Receiver—Bfr. Kemp and myself 
have bsen in correspon lence with creditors in 
England. \We thought we would baable to come 
to an arrangement and that the creditors would 
help him with further capital but they declined. 

His Lordship—And the bdsiness has besn 
stopped since Jannary ? 

‘he C ficial Receiver—Yeo . 

His Lordship—If you had capital you could 
carry on? i 

Debtor— Yes. 

Mr. Deacon representivg the oreditors in 
England, questioned debtor wha said that before 
commencing business he hai béen manager in 
Hongkong for Messrs. boyl, Caine and 
Company. His arrangement with Wong 
Lee was that the latter ‘should receive 
six tenths of the profits provided he 
was able to make «# Ibusiueds. The los:es 
at Shangbai in two years. amountud - to 
$15,000 wich almost absorbed theie profits. 
Mr. Viuoenot retired and Mr. Tregillas took over 
the books and worked out a statement whioh 
showed that the busicess was solvent. Thare was 
asmall balance onthe right side. Mr. Viacenot 
was paid in promisgury notes. ‘!'he compradore’s 
seourity of $209 | wasabs rbed:through his or- 
dering goods for which there wére no castomers 
aud which had to be suld by auction at enormous 
losses. Debtor thought the firm was solvent up 
to the tims of the receiving order as he expected 
to mike profits on cargos take 1 up by Chinese 
dealers. He did not kno that these 
dealers were shaky, After tha death of Mr. 
Tregillas hig sister looked after the bouks. She 
was not a competant bookkesper and no one 
supervised her. By that tima,jhowerer, April 
1907, the firm was practically in|liquidation. 

The examination was adjourned, 


He knew. 


ai} 
a 
In Summary Jugrapicrion. 


Berers Mr. H. H. J. Gomprrtz (AcTING 
PuIsngw JUDGE); 
; ALL ABIUT A DOG. i 

Tin Kau and Chu Sing Choy, employed: in 
the Naval Yard, claimed $30) from Chaong 
Yoong for fa's) imprisonmant. Mr. 8. Dixon 
appeared for the plaintiffs and Mr. Morre'! for 
the defe dant. 

The litigation arose over a dog which 
defendant lost and which he ace ised plaintiffs 
of stealing. He brought the police to his aid 
and they s2arched the plaintiffs’ residence, The 
police sergeant did not believe tham when they 
denied the accusation and he took them to the 
house of a man Wong Lip from whom they 
said they had received a dog which they hid 
eaten. Wong Lap admitted having sold a dog to 
them bat still they were taken to the Police 
Station. On being bronght before the magis- 
trate they were dismissed, 

The police sergeant had written a letter to 
Mc. Dixon ia which he explained that the two 
men were not charged but only asked to attend 
before the Magistrate. 

Tia Kau was cross-eramined at length by 
Mr. Morrell. 

Did Cheong Yeung tell the sergeant t9 
arrest you ?—Yes. : 

What did defendant say ?—Hy ssid— These 
are they! ; 

You say the Sergeant struck you in the face. 
Did defendant instruct him to do that P—No. 

Chu Sing Choy was als) cross-examined by 

r, Morrell. - 

Now, this dog you ata what did you do with 
the head, when you dressed it for dinner ? — 
We ate it. : 

Ate the head? And tho fe:t also? —Yes 

You ate the whol) dog—head, feet, and 
skin ?—We singed the dog ani then ate the 
whole of it. 

Hs Lordship—What was the age of thia 
dog ? Mri Morrell—A full grown dog. ~ 

How many were present at the dinner? 
—Twenty' or thirty, 

Wong Lap said he sold a dog to plaintiffs, 
and that it was the custom among thoss who 
ate dog t@ eat avery portion of itt except the 
hair. 1 i 

Sergeant Le denied assaulting the men. 

Mr, Morrell contended that it did not ocon- 
stilute false imprisonment for the defendant 
to have gomplained to the constable, if the 
constable acted on his discretion, as happehed 
in the present ose, : 

His Hpnour accepted this‘ viev and gave 
juigmeut| for defendant, adding that it was 
“bard lings” for Mr. Dixoa’s olient.. 

Mr. Dixon protested that the police should 
have let his clients go after going to Wong 
Lap’s bouka, and applied for costs. i 

His Honour refused the application. " 


! ———- + 


BOARI} OF TRADE SUPERVISION, 


H { 
In thé Bankruptcy Jurisdiction of the 
Supreme Court on May 7th an interesting paint 
was raised by the Offloial Receiver (Mr. Wake- 
man), : : 
Mr. Wakeman said he understood ‘that 
accounts were sent to the Ragistrar. 4 
His Lordship - What has he todo with itP 
Mr. Wakeman—I understand he supervises 
the accounts. Ue stands in the place of ithe 
Board of ‘Trade. i 
His Lokdship—No, 
sent to hii for andit. 
Mr, Wakeman—Perhaps 89, my Lord, bat 
that has ine the praoctics here. pe 
Ata later 3 age i 
Mr. Wakeman asked, who is the Board of 
Tride here 2 i 
His Lordship said he could not say. ‘Ha 
added that the Ordinance exoluded the Board 
of Trade ‘supervision. That power was en 
away for: a specific purpose, and thera Was 
nothing whatever corresponding to the Bdard 
of Trade here. 
Mr. Wakeman—I was under the impression 
that I had to discharge the same duties ag ithe 
Board of Trade. I hava-frequently done a0. 
His Lordship—Yes. The procedure is the’ old 
procedure. Thera is no Board of Trade 
Supervision bere. z 


The accounts are only 


| 


cones ad ne, 
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COMPANIES. 
rea 
THE HONGKONG ELECTRIC CO,, 
LIMITED. 


The ninetesnth ordinary general meeting of 
the shareholders of the Hongkong Electric Co,, 
Limited, was held at the Company's offices, St. 
George's Building, on May 2nd. Mr.J W.C, 
Bonosr presidea and there were preseut, Sir 
Paul Chater,and E. G. Barrett (directors) Dr. 
Noble, Messrs ‘[. Skinner, A, H. M. da Silva, 
F. Graham (Acting Manager), J. F. Wright, 
W.A Dowley, G. J. B. Sayer, R. Robarto, J. 
Owen Hughes, L. E. Ozorio, snd O. Baptista 

The notice convening the meeting having 
becn read, 

The CHAIRMAN said—Gentlemen : The report 
and statement of accounts having been in your 
hands for some time, I propose, with your 
permission, to take themas read. The Dircotors 
sre pleased tocome before you with what 
appears to them, as I feel sure it will to you, 
such a satisfactory report of the year’s working. 
It shows a further expansion in the Compuny's 
operat ons, oar services now equalling upwards 
of 47,000 lamps of 8 candls power; 85 aro 
lamps and 24 lifts, against 44,500 lamps; 85 
aro lamps and 20 lifts at the date of our last 
report, and with the reduction made in cost of 
current supplied as from 1st March of this year 
we have good grounds for looking for a further 
extension of our operations, Our plant account 
shows a considerable inorease mainly due to 
payment for the two Diesel alternator sets of 
300 horsepower each. ‘lhese are just about 
completed, and we trust to have them working. 
during this month. The Laud and Building 
account also shows a considerable increase, 
due in’ a Jarge measure to renewals and 
alterations preparatory to putting in the Diesel 
engines. Our stock of installation material, 
coal and stores stand at almost the sume amouct 
as last year. Sundry debtors show an increase 
over last year, but since closing the accounts 
fully half of that amount has been collected, 
The balenos of profit and loss account 
amount to $159,63713 and after deducting 
$3,0v0 for directors’ fees a sum of $156,637.13 
remains available for appropriation and your 
Directors propose to dexl with this as follows : 
To pay a dividend of 10 par cent—say $1.00 
per share on 611,000 shares $60,000.00; to pay a 
bonus of 2 per cent—say 20 cents per share on 
64,000 shares $12,000,G0; to write off Plant 
Account for d-preciation $58,303.6) ; to write 
off from Land and Building Acoount 313,612,10; 
to pay a bonus to staff $3,395.10 ; to carry for- 
ward to-next acocunt $9,321.43; making a total 
of $156,637.13. I trust this proposal will meet 
with your sanotion and approval, it being an 
inorease of 2 per cent. over last year's return 
to sharebolders, The continued writing down 
of the plant account is essential especially 
in view of the adoption of Diesel engines 
by the -Company for the greater working 
saco-se of the éngines, the more necessary 


. it will bacome to write off and entirely displace 


the steam plant, that now forms a large. pro- 
portion of the Company’s assets. The wriliog 
down of the property account is necessary as 
the Station buildings are nearly 20 years old 
and the money spent on this account during 
t eyear has been expended in alterations and 
renewals rather than on addi-ional buildings. 
Further expenditure under this head will 
be necessary, and will have to be undertaken 
whether future extensions of plant are made 
with oil or steam. Iam sure the bonus to the 
staff which is equal {o one month’s salury will 
commend itself to you. A substantially large 
amount is recommended to be carried forward in 
order that the shareholders may have confidence 
iu the Company's endeavours to maintain a 
steady and <atisfactory dividend and at the 
same time make due provision for the inevitable 
depreciation of plant and such like assets, In 
the Chairman's speech last year he mentioned 
that it might be necessary at no distant date to 
increase our capital. The necessity has not 
ariseu during the past year and your Director, 
are hopeful of being able to finance any increase 
in plant, ete., which may occur during the pre- 
sent year without having to raise fresh capital. 

Before moving the adoption of the report I 
shall be pleased to answer any questions, 


There being no questions, o CHAIRMAN 
moved the adoption of the reporf. : 
Dr. Nosuesaid : I risa with pléasure to second 
the adoption of the report and statement of 
accounts ag pregeuted, and also lo congratulate 
the Board of Directors, agents dnd the staff on 
the completion of another very satisfactory 
year’s work, which isafter all, only one of many, 
very m ny successful prece ling ones (Applause). 

The report was unanimously adopted. 

The appointment of the Hon. Mr. H. Kes- 
wick, Mr. kK. G. Barrett and Mr. J. W: C. 
Bonnar to the d'recturate, in place of the Hon 
Mr. W. J. Gresson, Mr G. H. Medburst, and 
Mr. A. G. Wood who have resigned their seats 
was confirmed on the motion of Mr Hugues, 
seconded by Mr Dowxey. Sir Paul Uhater 
and the Hon. Mr H. Keswick were re-electe | 
directors on the proposition of Mr G. Saver, 
seconded by Vir A. H. M. Da Sitva. 

Mr T. SKINNER proposed that Megara 
Hutton Potts and Mr C. W > May be elected 
auditors. Mr Czorivo seconded and this was 
agreed to. 

The AcTING MAN-GER said; —Chairman and 
G-ntlemen: On behalf of the members of the 
staff and myself I express my thants for the 
bonus which you have just voted to us. 

The CHarrMAN. That ig all the business, 
gentlemen, Dividend warrant’ will be ready 
on Monday. 


THE NATIONAL BANK OF 
CHINA, LTD: 


The report of (ha direptors to the seventeenth 
ordinary aunual general meeting of share 
holders, to be held at the offices of the bank 
Victoria Buildings, Hongkong, on May, 16th 
reads ;— : 

To the shareho'ders, of the N; tional Bank of 
China, Limited, ; 

The directors now beg {o submit to you the 
accounts and balance sheet for the year ending 
31st December, 1917, : 

The accouuts show that the balance of 
$71,293..9 brought forward from last year 
together with $150,000 from general reserve 
fund have been required in addition to the 
working profit during the year to make full 
provision for bad and doubtful debts in 1907, 
and previous years, as foreshadowed in the 
Chairman's speech at the annual general 
meeting heldin 1906. This will leave $150,000 
in :@oeral reserve fund and a balanca of 
$17,223.03 to be carried forward to next 
account, 

The capital reserve fund which s‘ood at 
$152,820 on theslst December, 1905, has been 
appropriated to the extent of; $104,7U1.66 to 
enable the last call of £41,453 (received at 

/+4) to appear at 1/8 to the dollar in confor. 
mity with the rest of the capital. 

Mr. C. Ewens retires in rotation from the 
Hongkovg Board, but, being oligible, offers 
himeeif for re-election, 

The accounts at head office have been audited 
by Mr. A. R. Lowe, chartered accountant, and 
Mr, E, A. M. Williams, A.S.A.A. (of the firm 
of Messrs. Lowe and Bingham).i 

Messrs. Deloitte, Plender, Griffiths & Co., 
chartered accountants, audited the London 
accounts. ; 

J. Scort HaRston, 
Chairman, 

Hongkong, 3lst March, 19%. 

Balance Sheet 3lst December, 19v7, 
LIABILITIES, 
Authorized Capital :— 

99,925 Ordinary 

shares of £7 


each ............ £699,475 


49,453 Ordinary 
shares of £7 
each £5 paid 
DUP ...eseeveeeee £202,285.82, 127,180.00 
1906 call of £1 on 40,453 
shares at 2 14 


to the $ 


Issued capital (at ls. 8d. to the $) is 


$38 1,734.34 
Add transfer 

from capital re- 

serve fund to 

adjust ex. to ls. 

BA eae seeseeeee LOL, 701.66 


485,436.00 
——$2,912,616.00 
Capital reserve fond wo... cece 48,118.34 
Reserve fond... .cccseseessnsccces seca sence 150,000.00 
Notes in circulationsseessrscssee 870,880.00 


; [May ll, ioe. 


Fixed deposits, current accounts, loans, | 
Bills for collection and branch balances : 
Drafts, acceptances and endorsementa 
(bills re-discounted)...... 0 cee cee aee cee ee 
Balance of profit and logs account......... 


ASSETS. 
Cash on hand at Bankers ....................8 3 96 
Money at Call and at Short Notice ...... 699,000.00 
Government S8ecurities,(£50,0C0 at 15.92) 531,724.10 
Bills Receivable, Loans and Advances... 3,160,937.22 
Bills for Collection Receivable and 

Branch Balances .....c.0. secccesseee secon ees 


$5, 158,988. 
PROFIT and LOSS ACCOUNT, for the Yet 

ending 3lst December, 19v7. i 

Charges, Directors’ Fees, Salaries, eto ...$ 108,476.60 
Provision for Bad and Doubtful Debts, i 

etc., (after deducting Gross Earning for 

the year ending 3lst December 1907) .. 

Balance to be carried forward to next 

ACOOUNEG sis csiris séces (sie dea sees coves aceon teces 


1 
102,593.40 
10,223.09 


$221,293.09 
Balance brought forward from last year...§ 71,293.09 
Amourt transferred from Reserve Fund... 150,U00.CO 


$221,298.00 
On let Janury, 19 8, the Capital and Reserve ds 


will stand as follows::— : 
$2,912, 416.00 


Capital (at Is. 8d. to the $) £242,718. 0.0 
Capital Reserve Fund (at 


Ig, 8d. to the $)..........  4,009.17.3 48,118.34 
Reserve Fund (at 1/92 to 
the $1) -asdjacesssulesen 13,593.15.0  150,( 


£260,321.12.3 $3,110,434.34 


WATKINS, LIMITED. 


The report of the general mana-:ers to be 
presented at the ninth ordinary annual meeting 
of shareholders to be held at the Company’s 
Uffices, on May 30th reads :— ; 

Gentlemen,— We beg to submit to you our 
report and statement of the accounts for the 
year ended the 31st December, 1907, 

PROFITS AND LOSS ACCOUNT. . 
The result for the year shows a profit of - 


$13,282,32, to which must be added tents 
receivable $622.22; banking interest’) and 
transfer fees $52.24, making a to of 
$13,956.78. : ‘ 


This, your general managers find neces 
to allocate to meet interest on mortgage and 
loans $2,539.15; depreciation $3,972.54; reserve 
for doubtful debts, $1,726.96 ; building depre- 
ciation reserve $2,000, and loss on subsidiary 
coins and exchange $2,963.55, leaving a balance 
of $754.58 to carry forward to next ac count. 

AUDITORS. { 

The accoants have been audited by Mossrs. 

Lowe and Bingham. 
ae tones i General Manages. 
Hong ong 11th March. 1908. i 


PROFIT AND LOSS ACCOUNT ; 
For the year ended 31st December, 1907.} 


3 o 
To mortgage interest ........... 1,400.00 
To interest on loan and . 
overdrafts oo. ee eee 1,139,165 
Depreciation :— : 
Shop fittings and furniture i 
at 15 be cent. sv/sdeaes obs apes 
Stock in trade ... 3262, 3,973.54 
To reserve for doubtful wine Bi ase 
To building depreciation | 
reserve Segavanedoaseeetin’ 2,000.00 
To loss on subsidiary coinage 1,393.55 i 
To Joss on sterling exchange 1,570.90 2,563.55 
To balance carried to next “ 
account svatuetta'divetalis 154.58 
$13,956.78 
By balance of working accouaot 13,282.32 
By rent receivable .......... - 622. 


By bank interest and “a sfer 
$OOS i.e. i heat teaseas eee 


BALANCE SHEET, 31st December, 1907. 
LIABILITIES. $ 

Capital :— : 
10,00u shares of $10 each, fully 


paid ........ t 
Creditors :— | 
Loans payable ............4 
Trade creditors acceptances 7 

Open accounts ......... 4,227. 
Unclaimed dividends ...... 466. 


el 
aN 


May 11, 1908,} 


Building depréciation reserve account :— 
As Rot. helene sheet Slat 
ber 1906 ... e 


tresses. 18,000.00 
Amount transferred from 1907 
PTO oes seesteceecccsnsee 2,000.00 
15,000.90 
Reserve for doubtful debts :— 
As balance sheet 31st 
ecember, 196 ........... 3,252.76 
Transferred from 1907 profita 1,726.06 
$4,979.72 
Add :— 
Recoveries in 1907 less bad ‘ 
debts written eff ............ 20,28 
——— 5,000.00 
Profit and loss account ......... 754.58 
$135,447.40 
ASBETS. $ oc. 
. _ Building :— 
As per last balance sheet 31st 
December 1906 (see resar- 
Ve per contra).........n.. § £6,909.24 
Additions and improvements 
during year wv. ees 300.00 
$27 ,2' 9.24 
Furniture and fittings :— 
As per balance sheet at 3lat 
ecember 1996 ............ 11,408.09 
Less depreciation at 15 percent 1,710.46 
9,692.63 
Additions during the year ...... 32.56 
9,725.18 
Aerated water plant :— 
fe ce sheet 3ls 
ecember 1906 0... .ce 5,106.90 
Stock on hand: (sterling ex- 
ohange 1-9 3-4) ............... 66,357.51 
Less depreciation writ- é 
ten off 1906 profits 3,737.02 
Less depreciation writ- 
ten off 1906 profits 2,262.08 
6,000.00 
———-__ 60,357.51 
Debtors :— 
PAOD, (2onceananeaveitr vei aiidy. EOOOOG? 
Bundries oi eeeeee scene 2,601.04 
——-— 29,567.41 
Unexpired fire insurance and 
CONCEB 0.0... ccc seseee eevee eee 1,106.17 
Cash :— 
Russo-Chinese Bank ............ 1,601.31 
Hongkong & Shanghai Bank- 
ing Corporation .... 45.10 
In hand wo T2958 
————— 2,375.99 
$135,447.40 


ES 
SWATOW’'S NEW POST OFFICE. 


FORMAL OPENING, 

On the 2nd inst. the new Buildings of the 
Imperial Post Office were opened at Swatow, by 
the Taotai of Cheochow in presence of General 
Huang, the Prefect. the three District Magi- 
strates, the Consuls and the leading Chinese 
and Foreign residents, in all some sixty or more 
invited guests. After an introduotory speech 
in Chinese by Mr. A. H.° Harris, the Taotai 
delivered an inaugural address. This was 
translated and followed by the speech of Mr. 
Harris, who said ; 

I have taken the liberty to invite your 
resence here to celebrate the erection and 
ormal opening of this new and independent 

home of the Imperial Post ( ffice at Swatow. 
I may remind you that an interport postal 
service long formed a part of the work of 
each Custom House. Originally supported and 
worked by the Customs Service to cohvenience 
and expedite its own convenience, the postal 
department had been gradually extended to 
meet public wants to a limited extent, and when 
afler many years of patient waiting—the first 
pecpos to establish a National. Post Office 

ving been made by Sir Robert Hart in 1861 
-an Imperial Decree to inaugurate and develop 
a National Service was issued, the management 
of the Imperial Post Service inaugurated by 
that Decree on the 20th March, 1896 (Kuang 
Hsu 22nd year, 2nd moon, 7th day) was 
confided to the Inspector-General. The sim and 
intention of Sir Robert Hart were to so plan 
procedure as to avoid friction, alike for officials 
and governments as with respect to existing 
institutions, in orcer that a fature day might see 
the national administration funoti: ning widely 
aod fully appreciated. The people finding in 
it and its developments an everyday convenience, 
some of them an honourshle career, and the 
Government a useful servant, and also, in this 
populous, industrious, and letter-loving country, 
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& perennial source of revenue. To what extent 
‘the forecast aud intention have been more 
than justified a few facts will show. Tha 
postal branch of the imperial Civios Service 
reached a state of semi-independence from its 
sister Customs Service on the llth Jaly. 
1904 (Kuang Hat 30tk year, 4th moon, 28th 
Cay) when an Imperial Resoript sanoticned the 
issue of an annual grant-in-aid of Taels 7 .0,000. 
The following year 19 5 marked an important 
departure in its career, since, notwithstanding 
the fact that of the sanctioned subsidy more 
than half had not been paid yet, tho postal 
administration ceased in that year to 
appeal for pecuniary help from the funds 
of tke Customs Service aud was able to 
make ends meet with its own resources, that is 
revenue and subsidy combined. !t continued, 
however, to borrow the service of various mem- 
bers from its siater branches and without these 
from the Inspector General downwards, it 
inauguration and development would not hava 
been possible. A comparison of the figures 
for 1901 and 1906 may serve to indicate i's 
progress .— 


Head Offices... ... 
Branch Offices 
Agencies 
Articles dealt with = ...10,590,000 
Parcels: number... ... 126,000 

ve weight (kilos) 250,000 

Letiers in native olub-. 
bed mails ... £800,000 
Employes : Foreign 65 105 

‘e Native... 882 5,578 
The outlook for the future of the postal 
service is bright and continued advance may be 
relied on. Among its 38 districts there are 4 
dozen as large as most countries in Europe, all 
with {eeming millions, What has been achiev- 
ed in this immense Empire is but a small 
beginning and it is easy to foregse that the wave 
of progress now .passing over China can but 
favour its rapid development and hasten its 
completion. So much for the Service as a 
whole. May I be allowed to add a few partiou- 
lars regarding our own district, We had on 
Sist December last 81 offices and agencies 
with a paid staff of two Fordigners and 197 
natives. Onur courier lines are estimated to 
total over 1,600 miles. We handled one anda 
quarter million articles in addition to one-third 
of a million cov-rs enclosed in registered 
postal hong clubbed packages, Of parcels 
over 50,000 weighing nearly 370,000 pounds 
passed through the office. Coming to receipts 
the public patronage produced a revenue of 
nearly $38,000 or only aboat $2,000 short 
of our ordinary disbursements. These figures 
are net and do not include the issue of 
ower $80,000 worth of money orders and 
payments amounting to nearly $29,000 on 
tho same account. And in addition the 
quota of the postal grané sanctioned by 
imperial Edict and apportioned (o this port for 
payment has been regularly handed t> ua by the 
Customs Superintendent and forwarded to the 
Inspector General. The Head Office staff of | 
34 employes has been working under msn 
difficulties in three, and latterly in four, small 
rooms provided for us in the Custom House. 
Having long outgrown that accommodation we 
now moveintothis building. Itis as you see a 
plain and substantial one, but it is also of useful 
size and planned for developments, That it 
may continue to fulfil its object and that we 
may contioue to deserve the patronage of the 
publio is the earnest wish of all the staff. 

In the absence of Mr. Hanaser, Mr. T. W. 
Kichardson proposed the Post Office and staff. 
He said: The statements made in the opening 
epeeoh of Mr. Harris are very interesiing. The 
£ pid development of the Iniperial sanotion in 
1896, must exceed that of many other Countries 
on their first adoption of a similar institation— 
and large as is the revenue of Great Britain 
from that source, it is possible that China will 
overtake it within no very remote period. 
Among the first records of postaga in Great 
Britain, [ find that ‘he rate was fixed at ld per 
wile in 1548, and it was not till many years 
afterwards that a distanc: sliding scale was 
found to be inappropriate. The progress of 
ideas in relation to the development of the 
servica, moved slowly—buat in 1839 Rowland 

i succeeded in pe ing Parliament 
and the Pablio that an Inland ld rate would 


1906, 
38 


2,0°8 
113,00 1,009 
1/383;000 
4,310,004 


and 


146 


7,892,000 


—, 
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bring a larger revenue than the heavy and com- 
plicated rates current previously; Sinoe |that 
time till now reforms chiefly connected with 
Colonial and Foreign rates, among which the | 
establishment of a Postal Union with various 
European countries and oar own Colones 
(towards which the first steps wure takdo ia 
186 |) have been continuous and pinefisisy It 
would be interesting if we cou'd meet {with 
reoords of the first dawn of a postal service in 
China, No donbt, it would b+, as in Europe 
also, conducted by parties for the benefit of 
their own business and extended at timbs to 
accepting a fee from their neighbours. The first 
general postal service that 1 came in contact 
with in China, was that of a guild whose 
postmen were called couriers between Amojy and 
Foochow. . This would be about 1857 when 
coasting steimers were not numerous, and the 
China tea trade then culminating in haughty 
monop2ly and grandeur, required at times|more 
rapid commuuication than was afforded by 
steamers. No doubt similar guilis existed or 
could have been called into existence elsewhere 
if necessitited by trade—bat as trade where 
foreigners were concerned, was confined almost 
entirely to the Treaty Ports, there was bat 
little to draw their attention to the facililips for 
Inland Chinese correspondence. To Hongkong 
is, I suppose, dus the issue of the~ first 
postage stamps, and in these early - days 
the postage on a coast letter was eight dents. 
Gradually other European countries established 
post offices of their own at many of the Treaty 
Ports, though their raison d’étre was scirocely 
pateut in the requiremonts of trade and finally 
as we learn from Mr. Harris’ opening renjarka, 
the Chinese Government decided on taking a 
port which was rightfully theirs, in the 
alministration of postal affairs, ‘To begin 
with, it does not seem to hava erred on the side 
of high postage rates. ‘To have one’s corre- 
spondance delivered within the limits of the 
port and Chao-chow-foo for one cent, is 
cheap and corresponis, I presume, with the 
rates fixed at the various other head $ffloes 
and branches. This will give an impefus to 
the already important development notioed by 
Mr. Harris, and when the popution to bs served 
is considered, the potentialities of inore are 
enormous. Statistical oomparison betwen 


‘Great Britain—with its population of} only 


some 45 million—and China is scarcely per- 
missible under the present conditions of the 
two countries—they are so very different— 
but psrbaysI may point out, in order to gtimu- 
late the officers and employees of the Chinese 
postal servic» to continuous effort in! their 
several duties, and encourage the eaolistment 
of others, that while Mr, Harris puatq the 
numer of Chinsie employed in 1406 at 5,610, 
Great Britain in 190L hada s:aff of 178.000, 
of whom 35.500 were women. Here again we 
are met by contrasts, radicilly opposed,: for to 
contemplate that the Cuines; Government 
might ultimately take the destiny of its fbmale 
population into more paternal consideration, 
and give them some share in the lighter 
departments of letter distribution, would be 
contrary to Asiatic ethics. It is interesting 
work, and there are carious anomalies to be 
met with at times in I daresay. nearly every 
post office, comic too in thoir character as the 
annual report of the Postmaster General in 
London often testifies. Just think ey in 
1901 the total value of property found in un- 
delivered let'ers opened in the’ retarn ‘letter 
office, though every effort had been made to 
fiad the rightful owners, was £681,000] At 
times of stresa.and difficulty too, the ingenuity 
of the officials of the post office may have 
to be tested in ways that are unforseea, end 
many surprising developments will: result. 
In 187Uj1 during the Franco German war, 
pigeons were commandeered to do the: work 
of postmen,—and woll they did it too— 
while balloons also took part in the distribu- 
tion of correspondence. It is curious also to 
note the distinctions made in various couatries 
of the Postal Union, ia connection with owaer- 
ship of letters once posted. Io Great Britain 
the ownership vests in the King till delivered — 
yet in [nodia the sander has property in hisjletter 
till delivered, and in teansit may recall it. It 
ia the sims in Belgium, Austria, Hageseys 
Portugal, Russia and the Scindinavian King- 
doms—bat in Canada s letter belongs to- its 
addressee as soon as posted. How -is| it to 
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be in Chiao There is an apophthegm 
that ‘Correspondance is the offspring of 
advanced civilization.” From time immemorial 
there has been correspondence io China, and wa 
all know kow forward in certain special aspects 
her civilization has bsen. Now however, that 
such correspondence is to ba carried safely. 
awiftly, under the control of a well ordered 
gervice it will be multipliod, and its offspring 
wll creat a civilization visible in all aspects. 
In which hope I ask you to wish all prosperity 
to the Post Office and its officials and t> con- 
gratulate the Chinesa Government through 
Mr. Harris on the acquisition of tha New 
Swatow Post Office, which appxars to ba 
adtairably adapted for ‘the present necessilios, 
though I hope it will before long prors too 
small ; 

The Director of Foreign Affairs, Taotai 
Liang, added a few words in Chincse and 
English. . 

In retarning thanks on behalf of tho staff, 
Mr. Harris remarked on an interes'ing o sincid- 
ence. The day of the openins of this naw Post. 
Office, fortuitously selected by the Taotai of 
the Circnit is the day which sees the departure 
from China on farlough of Sir Robert Hart, 
and he called upon the compiny to join in 
wishing him a pleasant voyage and furlough 
and hig successor, Sir Robert Bredon, prosperity 
and success in his difficult task of f Jlowing in 
the footsteps of such an able administrator. 


TIENTSLIN, 


—_—_——_—»—_—__— 
[FROM OUR CORRESPONDENT. ] 


Tientsin, April 19tk. 
NOTES FROM PEKING. 

A prop»s the recent visit of the Brifish 
Minister, Sir Jo n Jordan, to Hongkong aud 
Canton, there are complaints iu D-itish aud 
Chinese circles in North China that British 
diplomacy in the Chinese capital is at present 
being conducted on lines not terding so much 
as they might do to further tras British or 
Chinese interests, and that, in regard to the 
latter, (he United States and Germany are 
acute enough to make use of their opportun- 
ities and are posing successfully in Pekiug as 
the particular friends of China, The attitude 
of the Washington Government and its repre- 
sentatives in Peking and Mauchuria is held to 
bear out this view. But there is little sympathy 
here ameny foreigners other than Americans 
with the attitude of Mr. Fisher at Harbin, 
More sympathy has been expressed with the 
position assumed by, or ascribed lo Mr, 
Straight at Moukden, but that is probably 
beoauge an ex parte view of the o1se only has 
been published. Mr. Kato, the Japanese 
Consul-General, who used to ba Consul General 
in Tientsin, and before that was Consul. 
General at Seoul, has so far maintained as 
regard the press and the public strict resarve 
and reticence in relation to the affray. ‘This 
allows judement to go by default so far ax the 
general public are concerned, and many do him 
injustice if not also injury. If the matter be 
critically and impartially examined, if was a 
paltry squable between domestics and cvolies 
not worthy of the iuterposilion of any 
foreigner, much less a Consal. But here as 
elsewhere in the Far East any stick is good 
enough to beat Japau and ths Japanese 
with; and the two newzpap2r correspondents 
at Moukden appear to have recognised 
this and made the most of the incident 
in the most approved yellow journal style. 

THE BOYCOTT. 

One sees the anti-Japanese bias iu {the at- 
tempts that are made by foreigners to instigate 
the Chinese to pursu and develop their boycott. 
instituted in consequence of the ‘“‘Tatsn Marn”’ 
incident and its sequel. Americans, Germans 
and French as well ss Belgians and Dutch are 
trying (o utilize the boycotting campaign of the 
Cantonese and other Southern Chinese to push 
their own commercial interests They do not 
see—or, if they do see it, they ignore the fact, 
which is quite patent to all with any economic 
knowledge, that if the boycott grows and is 
effective from the point of view of its promoters, 
it will damage bsth the Chinese and Japanese 
financially, and the last state of things com- 
mercial will be much worse for everybody all 
round, self-seeking foreigners included, than the 
original condition of things. 


| 
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THE HONGKONG WEEKLY PRESS AND 


THE I.W.C. 
On March 26 Sir Robert Hart was rec decal 
by theic Majesties the Empress-Dowagar and 1 
the Emperor, who gava him presgata aud thank- | 
ed him for his faithful servics as Lospector- 
General of the Imperial Muritima Customs 
for so long a paricd. and axpressed the hope 
that ha wou'd sperdily rsiuea, restorad to 
fall health, to resums his duties, On the 16-h | 
inst. ali Peking attendad a rec-p'ioa held by : 
Sir Robert and Lady Bredon for the purpose of | 


at 


a ee 


year opened without any fands being forth~ 
coming to -continue the work. The Hafho 
Coaservancy Commissioners had two schemeq 
of operatious—one for a continuation of Mr. 
Fergason’s. raking work in the New Channel; 
this bsing+only temporary in character and 
effects; and the other a permanent schema 
based on a report and recommenditions by Mr, 
de Rijike, the engineer, of Shanghai, But 
the shipping companies, without positively 
ohjactiug, dallied and delayed, and only last 


affording an opportunity of siying bin voyage | Week consented (o a scheme cf temporary taxa: 


and goodbye to tha distinguished? chief. ‘Chis 
week Sir ftobert Hirt leaves Peking for Chiu- 
wangtio, Whera ha sails in the Coiuese revenus 
cruiser Dingching to Suang‘ai, there to embark 
on May 2ud in the N. D. LC. ss, & Yorek" 
for England. Opportanity will thos ba afforded 
to hig many friends and admirers la Hongk ng 
ta greet him on his journey hom» aft-r an 
absenea of 3+) years without home leava. 

Sir Robart B-edon has commenoed his régime 
as Actin: Inpector-Gaueral exceedingly well 
from the s‘andpoiut both of his own and of ths 
general interest. It is not generally kuown 
what fierce «pposilion there was to his beiog¢ 


appointed to fill sir Lobart :farc’s plics during | 
The mo:t indefatigable efforts | 


his absence, 
wore made by his bitler opp ments, (ha-Shaughai 
cliqus and the Cuina Association wirepullers to 
secure tie appoiutment of another candidate 
move favourable to the sp9-ial cultivation of 
their own fivancial interests, It is curious to 
note that o-acf the main charzes agaiost Sir 
Robert Bredon was that he was pro-Chinese! 
Surely this is nota very grave fault io a Chinese 
Official, It might ba levelled with equal 
aceuracy against sic Robert Hart. What do 
They 
ara still persisting in th-ir campaign aginst 
Sir Robert Bredon. ‘hey say and expect that 
Sir Rob-1t Harts homo leave is merely o 
prelads to final retirem-nt, and opanly arow 
their inteution of upsetting the succession of 
Sir Robart redun before the aged Jusp-ctor- 
General actually tenders hi3 resignati n. [am 
sorry to have to re.ord that the British Minis- 
ter in Peking is reporlud—and my aulbority is 
highly crediblea—to have expressed bLimselt as 
sidiog with the euemies of Sir Ktobert Bredon— 
a v-ry inpjudicious thing for a diplomat in his 
position to do, 


; Tientsiu, April 22nd, 
TAKU BAR, 

Sie Robert Bradon bas just oom forward to 
help the port of Tieutsin out of a sarious dif- 
ficulty, As all shipping paople, in Southern 
as well asin North Chiua, ara aware, the Taku 
Bar has luug been an impediman! to the progress 
of Cientsin as thy principal shipping port in 
the North. ‘Ibe improvement uf the Peiho 
Chauuel is equally n-oessary and pressing. For 
threy years past the Hainu Consorvancy Com- 
missiouors, tha Tientsiu hongs, the British 
Municipal Consuls, and tha leading suippiog 
firms using the port—all of which latter h.ve 
bead offices or importaut branches in other ports 
also, have b3en discussing various schamas, en- 
gineering and financial, for the improvement 
of the Bar and river from the navigation point 
of view. But even in connection with this one 
m.tter the special interests of all these bodies 


are not identical. Atl may be said to ba 
pro-Tieutsin aud pro-river-and-harbour im- 
provement except the shippiog cumpanies, 


amongst whom [ icclude the ‘lug and Lighter 
Companies (Messrs. Butterfield and swire 
being ove of these and the Taku Tug and 
Lighter Co., another). These latter are not 
particularly concerned about the future of 
Tientsin as a purt so long as they can land 
their cargoes and taka freight aboard at Tansku 
or Chinuwanglao. Aud so when called pon to 
pay tueir share of the cost of Bar and harbour 
and river improcement works they have some- 
times demurred, and always delayed and 
daterred the matter. 

For two years past the Hailio Commissioners 
have had the serricss of Mr. ‘I’, Fergason, now 
Commissioner of Native Customs in Lientsin, a 
Datchman and an amateur Fagineer of unusual 
ability and orginality. Mr. Fergussn adapted 
for the purposes of bir improvement at 
the moath of the river a raking appliance, 
the use of which, at comparatively small 
cost, added several inches to the depth of 
the channel across the Taku Bar. Bat this 


tion for this year only t> enable Mr. Ferguson’s 
rakiag work t) be carried on duriag the present 
summer and autumn. Even then there were 
certain formalities t» be gone through which 
would have postponed till late in the year any 
practical work in the Bar ohannel, and whea 
au!umo came the chanel might have silted a 
Now, however, Sir: Robert Bredon, Actin 
L.G., L M.C., bas come forward with a loan to 
the Haiho Coneervabcy-Commissioners, and 
this will enable work. at the Bar to be 
commenced forthwith and will render the 
Commissioners independent, fur this yea 
at auy rate, of the shipowners. Sir Robert's 
action has the strong approval both of t 
Chinese authorities here and of the Chines 
Central Government in Peking, Corresponding- 
ly ithas caused tho action of theshipping interest 
tv appear in a more unfavourable light than 
ever. Futura davelopmente will be very 
interesting to watoh. | 
THE LATE MB, F, 0.-8BATON, | 
H-ngkong and other South China readers 
will hear with’ regret of the death at his 
rosidunce, “ Shameen,” Brighton Road, Purley, 
Surrey, on March 25, of Mr. Frederico Ongly 
Seaton, who was retired from the British 
Consular Service on account of a breakdown of 
health. He was British Vice-Consul at Macao 
feom 1898 to 19U6. He was 53 years of age, 
and was well aud favourably known in Macao, 
Hongkong, aud Canton for at least twenty 
years prior to 1916, when he returped to 
Evglaud. ; i 
Mc. -eaton was a son-in-law of Mr. add 
Mrs, U. J. Cole. Mr, Cols too was well know, 
in ongkoug and Macao, as well as in Singapore 
aud Penasg; he was on thestaffof the Has ern 
Extension Telegraph Company successively at 
Singapore, Penang, Rangoon, Malacca, Singa- 


pore agaio, Shanghai; and in-charge as Number 
One at Macao, Labuan (British North Borneo), 
Penaog again, Adelaide (3. Australia), Perth 
(W. Australis), and Penang again. He is nqw 
Numb:r Oue ia charge of tho ‘Tientsin offfoe of 
the company. Mrs, Seaton spent the greater 
part of her lifein the Far Hast, and there ‘is 
sume possibility that she may come out hare 
inatead of sp:nding hor widowhood in England 
where she has comparatively few friends. . | 
HART HONOURED. | 
Sir Robert Hart had a magnilicent send off 
from Peking. The Chinese Government sdnt 
1,}00 troops as a guard of honour, this being 
equivalent to the guard of honour of a prinbe 
of the blood. All the Forsign Legations sent 
guarJs of honour, and there were several bands 
including Sir Robert Hart's own Baad of which 
ho is so naturally proud, | 


Tiontsip, 24th April 
Quite unprecedented in point of numbers and 
representative character were the scenes both ,at 
tho Railway station in Peking and at the City 
and Settlement Railway Statious in Tientgia 
on the occasion of the departure of Sir Robert 
Hart ou the Jund inst, 
It was noled with satisfaction that the 
‘nspectur-General was looking robust, vigoroms, 
and young. His appearance was much mare, 
‘healthy tban it was several months ago 
when he was very seedy indeed, He Icoked 
better than he has done any time these past 
two years. What he said, and what those/ in 
closs touch with bim said, rather tended! to 
silence those who, pretending to be in the know, 
have beea confidently asserting that Sir Robert 
will never return to China to take up his daties 
again. 
ota Ticntsin Settlement Station the biggest 
crowd on record gathered to say farewell to Sir 
Robert. Among the many incidents of the 
short stay the Inspsctor General made on ithe 
pla:form was one comical episade, Tasre has 
recently joined the I.M.C. staff in Tientaio 
Mr. Mansfield, son of the British Consul- 


May 11, 1908.] 


General in Canton. Mr. Mansfield, who has 


a very distinct individuality in general promi- | 


nent respecte, came to Tientgsin with the repute 
of being one of the best amateur photo. 
graphers in the Customs Service. He was 
at the Station on Wedoesday with a 
big camera which he repeatedly set in front of 
the Inspector-General. Sir Robert, however, 
has a hatred of publicity and cf being 
lionised, and obviously kept moving and 
turning so as to defeat the aitempls 
of the photographic ama‘our, Mr. Manefi-ld 
persisted | s0 much, to tho evident dis- 
comfort of Sir Robart, that several individuals 
in the crowd exclaimed to the young «fficial (hat 
it was not permissible to take a photog:aph of 
the departing chief. ‘Thay evidently t-ok Mr, 
Mansfield fer a professional —thare was 4 
professional photographer, a Frenchman, pur- 
suing similar tactics, Mr. Mansfeld, however, 
was not to badaunted. He tock the ball by tha 
horns, went to Sir R -bert, explained who he was, 
and asked whether he mivht be parmittad to take 
a photograph. Sir Robert must willingly and 
gracioucly assented. and posed at the platform of. 
bis private car while Mr. Mansfield took him. 

Thereapen the unexpected h-ppened, and it 
rather non-plussed Mr. Man+field, triumphant 
as he was owing {o lis success with the In- 
spector-General. It is scarcele an exapreralion 
to say that hundreds of people on the platform 
immediately crowded round Mr. Mansfield ond 
asked him to let them have prints of bis phot o- 
graph, To his friends and acquai:{auces le had 
to promise that he would, and to many alrangers 
too. So the profrait ig likely {0 ba more ex- 
pensive to Mr. Mansfieli than ha expected. 

Lady Jordan, the popular wife of the British 
Minister in Peking, who was well and active 
and going about (paying a visit to Tientsin) 
While her husband was away in Hongkong and 
the South, has to every one's regret been 
attaoked with typhoid fever, Shois prograssing 
favourably, though of course the malady has to 
take its normal course. 


Se 


SHANGHAI RACE MEETING, 


Shanghai, May 4h. 
The Spring Meeting opened to-day in ex- 
cellent weather. Tho turf was springy and the 
racing good, Results: 


The Subscription Griffin Plate, threo quarters 
of a mile: 


Clond .. (Mr Springfield) 1 
Gi-sler ... «. (Mr Burkill) 2 
Kirghiz ve ae (Mr Moller) 3 

Time 1.32.1/5, 

Criterion Stakes, one mile : 

Brockton . (Mr Raid) l 
Kirkwood .. (Mr Johnstone) 2 
Gemini. |... (Mr Schnorr) 3 

Time 202 4/5. 

Griffin Plate, three quarters mile. 
Worces‘er ... ... (Mr Reid) 1 
Sokol .., . (Mr Moller) 2 
Pearl 2... 0. (Mr Hayes) 3 

Time 3 09 4/5. 

The Cathay Cap, oue mile and a half: 
Manchu King ... (Mr Johnstone) 1 
Moriak... 4... (Mr Vid.) 2 
Swanee,.. ... ... (Mr Hayes) 3 

Time 3.09 4/5, 

Tbe Pou-ma-tiog Cup, one mile: 

Sutlej ... .. (Mr Hayes) 1 
Waratah ... (Mr Jones) 2 
Coal field we (Me Crigi.ton) 3 

Time 2-03 3/5. 

The Hart Legacy Cup. half a mile; 
Peiho ... 0...) 1. (Me Hayes 1 
Deflanca .. (Me Springfield) 2 
Cotswold .. (Me Jofinstone) 3 

Time 58s. 

The Jockey Cup, one mile: 

Successor .,,. ... (Mr A? ler) 1 
Rivenshoe.., ... (Mr Sparke) 2 
Amaze + os. (Mr Springfield) 3 
Times 2-03 3/5. 
The Kiang u Cup, one mile and three 
qoarters : 
Bohemian Chief (Mr Hayes) 1 
Heathfield... ... (Me Crighton) 2 
Sagimariag =... (Mr Shnorr) 3 


Dead heat for second place. Time 3-47 4/5. 
The Eclipse Stakes, onemils and a quarter : 


CHINA OVERLAND TRADE REFORT. 


| Best Friend ... (Mr. Reid) 1 
Bacephalus (Mr. Schnorr) 2 


Frosty Morn .., (Mr. Spark) 3 
Time 2-37 4/5, 
The Chihli Cup, one mile: 
Kirghiz .-. (Mr Moller) 1 
Tweedledesn =... (Mr Little) 7 
Ken‘... . (Mr Crightan) 3 
Time 2-09. 


Shanghai, May 5th. 
The second day's racing took plzoe ia splendid 
weather, Sport was good, but the course be- 
come dusy at the close. The results are:— 


The Chu-ka-za Cup, three quurtera of a 


mile :— 


Mr Ballnus' Gemini 155 lbs, (Mr Schnorr) 1 
Messrs. Cejayo and Biuencgs’s Game Chick 
142 Ibe, (Mr Moller) 2 
Mr Jeho Peel's Kirkwood 152 ]bs. 0... 
(Mr Johnstone) 3 


Tima Im. 29-35, 


The Shanghai Derby, ona mile and a half :— 
Mr Hopefal's Famatina 148 lbs (Mer Jones) } 
Mr Jedmar's Sokol 155 Ibs, (Mr M:Her) 2 
Mr F. B Marshal's Cedar Tr: a 1h8 Ybs, 


(Mr Vida) 3 


Time 3m. 11-2.5, 
The Mongolian Plate, one mile 
quarter ; — 
Mes:rs Nephew an 


and 


d Robson's Gieslar 


12 ibs (Mr Burkll) 1 
Mr Fourst ir’: Cloud 155 Ibs. 


: (Mr Springfield) 2 
Captain 'opes’ Fun 152 Ibs. (Mr Quéleh) 3 
‘ime 2m, 43-1/5, 
The Race Club Cup, two miles :-— 
Mr Morris’ Heathfisld 15% ibs, ee 8d 
Mr Crighton) 1 
Mr F.B Marshall's Myrtle ‘Pree 150 Ibs... 
(Mr Vida) 2 
Mr Ballous’ Sagittarius 153lb3 2g... 
(Mr Schnorr) 38 


Time+m. 161.5. ‘This boa s tha record. 

ha Grand Stakes, one mile and a quarter :— 

Mr Richmond's Diona Ken 158 Ibs... 
(Mr Leaurene-) 1 

Mr Ballous’ Bucephalus 161 lbs.... 0... 
(Mr Schnorr) 
Messrs Middy and Nevill's Kingseross 
18 Ibs. (Mr Motler) 3 


9 


~ 


‘Lima 2m, 37.15, 
Ths Siccawei Cup, one mils and a quarter:— 
Mr Barley’s Mo-iak 155 lbs... .., ee 
(Mr Vida) 


1 

Mr Beverty’s*Brockfon 155 Ibs... 0. 
(Mr Reid) 2 

Mr Marius’ Argarts 155 Ibs... 
(Mr Meyerink) 3 


Time 2m. 36. 
‘The P. king Stakes, one mila: 
Messrs \ephew ard Robson's Giesler 152 Iba, 
(Mr Barkall) 


; Mr Jo-mor's Kirghiz 155 lbs, 


Y 


(Mr Motler) 2 
Mr Fourstar’s Cloud 155 Ibs. 1. 1... 
(Mr Springfie'd) 3 
Time 2m. 06-",5, 
The Shanghai Stakes, ona mila and a half ;— 
Mr Jolu Peel's Manchu King 16 Ibs. 


| 

(Mr Johns‘one) 1 
| MrN, W. Pickling’s Maybury 1°h lbs... 

{ (Mr Burkill) 2 


Mr Ellis Kadooris’s Bohemian Chief... 
| 158 Ibs.” (Mr Lfages) 
| 


Time 8m. 1)-4/5. 
The Spring Cup one mils: 
esars Hunter an! Robsou’s 1t:vanshoe ... 


152 Ibs: (Mr Burkill) 


\ Mf 


_— 


1 
Mr Ring's Amazs 155 | 


bs. EES ed OS 
(Mr Meye:-nk) 2 
Mr Fash’s Marbles 161 ]bs.... 0. 0... . 
(Mc Allerton) 3 


Time 2m. 05 2/5. 

TheScurry Stakes, seven furlongs :— 
Messrd Hunter and Kohaon's ‘l'em-raira 
158 lb, (Mr Burkill) 

Mr Jedmor's Sokal 155 Ib: (Mr Moll-r) 
Mr G. D. Coutt's Defiince 155 ]bs, 
(Mr SpringfielJ) 3 
This constita’es a recurd. 


_ 


1 
> 


. 
A 


Time 1m, 46-333. 
. Shahghai, May Gib, 
' The third day's racing was very succs-ful. 
} ‘Tbe Great NokTHERN Puats, seven far- 
longs :— 


Messrs, Hunter and Robson's Ravensh 


152 lbs (Mr Barkill) 1 
Mr Tag's Stirrup Cup 161 lbs (Mr Hayes) 2 
Messrs. Cejaye and Bluenose’s Game Chick 
152 lbs (Mr Moller) 3 
Time, 1m. 47-2/58, ; 
The Rupicon Puats, one mile and a 
quarfer ;— j 
Mr Jedmor's Sokol 155 Ibs ... (Mr Mollen) 1 
Mr Toeg’s Sutlej 158 lbs, (Mr Hayes) 2 
Mr . MacGregor’s Best Friend 155 Ibs J. 
(Mr Johnstons 3 
Time, 2m. 09-3:5 secs, fe 
‘The SHANTUNG STakgs, one mile:— 1 
Messrs Nephew and R bsoa’s Giesler 152 ]bg 
(Mr Burkill) 1 
Mr Jedmors Kirghiz... . (Mr Mollsr) % 
‘Ths Four Star's Cioud, 155 lbs ... ... SL! 
(Mr Springfield) 3 
[im+, 2m. 5-4/5 sece. 
Tho Part-MUtUBL, one mile and a half j— 
Messrs. Hunter and Robsoo’s Superb I 
Ibs (Mr Moller) 1 
Mr Marshall's Cedar ‘Tree 151 lbs (Mr Vidd) 2 
Mr Marius’s Arginte 155 lbs (Mc Meyorink) 3 
Tams 3m, 1u-1/5. | 
Vhe Racing STAKKS one mile: — 
Mr Johu Peel's Kirkwood 157 Ibs... I, 
(Mr sos * 
Mr Halss’s Lanagan, 153 Lba see see he 
(Wr Moller) * 
Mr ‘loeg’s Pearl, 15) Iba wea eat abe 
(Mr Hayed) 3 
* Load heat. 
Time, 2m. 04 375, 


‘The Yanarsze Cup, 
qivirfers i=, : 
Mr Ballous' Sagittarius 158 lbs... 0... 14s 
(Mr Schnort) 
(Mr Meyerink). 3 
(Mr Atderton) 2 


ona mile and three 


Mr Ring's Amaz3 155 |bs 
Mr Fust's Marble: 161 Lbs 
Tima, 3m, 44, 


rf 
The Mancnu Srixg:, one mile ahd a 

quarter :— ! 
MLr Tueg’s Spree 158 |ba (Mr Hayes) 1 

Mr A. Michis’s Marommi 158 los... 
(Mr Aldertob) 2 

Mr R. MacGregor’s Frosty Morn 155 lbs i. 
(Mr Reif) 3 
‘Lime. 2m. 35 2/5. This constitutes a record, 
tha fastest time recorded bafore being! 2m. 


35-335. 1 
The ConsoLatiuN Cur, one mile and a 
quarter :— 1 


dir Marshall's Mirtle Tree 155 lbs... 
(Mr Vide) 1 
Mr Toeg's Stirrap Cup 161 Ibs (Mr Hayes) 2 
Messrs, Cejaye and Bluenosa’s Game Uhick 


152 lbs (Mr Moller) 3 
Time, 2m. 33. io | 
The CHAMPION SweePstaxus, one milé and 
& quarter :— . 


Me Barley’s Moriak 155 Iba (Me Vidk) 1 
Mr Beverley's Brockton 155 lbs (Mr Reid) 2 
Mr Juin Peel's siauchu Kiog 161 lbs ia 
(Mr Johnstone) 3 
Time. 2m. 3fsec. This is 1-3/5 seos! less 
than the previous record.- { 

Ths Nit DespeRanDUM Cup, saven! fur- 
lougs :-— H 
Mr Join Peel's Kirkbara 152 lbs 


(Mr Johnstone) 1 

Messrs Bingham and Audersen's Khaki 158 
(Mr Gressoh) 2 
Oregon S ables Camtux 149 ibs (Mr Vida 3 


‘Vime. Lm, 50-2/5. 


On May 7th the piracy of a Hongkong 
junk was reported to the police, when the crew 
consisting vf two men and tyo women with a 
coupls of infants arrived in port in a {small 
boat. ‘They were in a state of ovllapse and ware 
taken to the ‘Lung Wa Hospita', Theirjstory 
was tbat while proczeding from Canton to 
Hongkong with a cargo of produc; theix jank 
was surrcuoded on T[uesday night /by a 
number of small boats crowded with rpbbera 
‘who boarded the junk and turned them /adrift 
iu a small boat. I'he pirates did not) treat 
them with vioience, though they took all the 
jrwellery she p sseased from one of the women, 
Toe unfortunate people were without food or 
drink for two days but, as stated, succeaded in 
reaching Hongkong. ‘Lhe piracy ‘apparently 
tock place in Chinese waters, 


t 
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x OPIUM. unsold. Another disaster bas fallen upon Hankow 
COMM BRCIAL. — during the interval in the shape of a regular 
TEA During the last half of April, the movements in | tornado involving much loss of life and property. 


The Amoy Chamber of Commerce Report states 
{hat the Formosa Oolongs season is closed. 
The export to the United States has been 
16,718,929 lbs. as compared with 16,829,743 lbs. 
last year. ‘lI'o London the export has been 
482.408 lbs. against 454,174 same time last year; 
and the balance of the export, to various couutries, 
was 129,928 lbs. against 122,760 same time last 
year, The total arrivals and settlements of 
Tamsui Oolongs, foreign and native packed, were 
45.964 half chests against 224.586 half cheats for 
the 1906-7 season. 


SILK. 


The Shanghai market is reported on hy Mr. F.C. 
Heffer under date 29th April, as follows:—No 
change is reported in the Home Marketa. Raw 
Silk.—The past fortnight has seen an active 
market in all grades particularly for the Con- 
tinent; at the close the Tsatlee market has been 
opened by purchases amounting to about 400 
bales on basis of Double Silver Elephant at 485, 
Hand Filatures—Purchases amount to about 360 
bales New Styles and 1,200 hales Ordinary and 
Grant reel Filatures, including 250 bales Hainin 
Filatures. The increased demand has streng- 
thened the market, and at the close prices have 
advanced Tls, 20/30 per picul. Steam Filatures, 
— About 200 bales have been booked fur the 
Continent. Tussah Filatures.—Spinning Girl 1, 
2 at Ts, 330/310. 


RICE. 

Amoy, 30th April—The imports since the 1st 
have amounted to 154,849 piculs, the re-exporta 
amounting to 1.716. Quotations are as follows:— 

Shanghai, white .................. $4.45 per picul 


WU Us: tnneedebaredeencecnceah tes eiene 4.20 a 
Chinkiang............csceseceeeeeaee no cargo 

Pea eng oer cess ooevevevencavedge esd $4.90 per picul 
Siuigon, white ............ $4.70 to 4.85 ve 
Siam, white wc. eee 5.00 a5 
Rangoon, white .........-c6cc08 4.95 43 


Messrs, Wm. G. Hale & Co,’s Sataon in their 
Circular, dated 1st May report :—Our market closes 
firm We quote for June and July delivery:— 

No. 2 White sifted (trié) steam milled 

round * 


Ce eS ea 


No, 2 White unsifted (ordinaire) steam 


milled round ................cecccueeeee $3.70 
6 % Cargo steam milled round ... 3,27 
10 % Cargo steam milled round ... 3.23 
20 % Cargo steam milled round ... 3.18 


“ Prices according to terms and conditions. 


The following is a statement of this year’s Ex- 
porta of White Rice, Cargo Rice and Paddy :— 


eee P Since the 
Destination. Previously 8rd April. Total pes. 
Hongkong..... .... 1,311,500 345,000 1,646,500 
Shanghai ......... —_ 76,400 76.400 
Ningpo ............ 49,300 _ 45,300 
Manila ............ 279,300 51,500 330,800 
Tloilo....... eee 57,000 _ 57,000 | 
Cebu wo... cece 227,900 - 227,900 | 
Japan Wig riiian ee 344,300 296,700 641,000 : 
Singapore ....... 155,800 95,800 251,600 | 
Batavia... 85,500 — 85,500 
Samarang......... 74,200 33,600 ~—s- 107,800 | 
Passoeran......... 31,000 _ 31,000 j 
Sourabaya ...... 481,100 33,100 514,200 | 
Noumea............ 24,000 — 24,000 
Europe ........ 0 809,600 564,300 1,373,900 
Total...... 8,926,500 1,496,300 5,422,901 
Same period of last yaar.................. 7,592,800 


cents to Hongkong; 20/21 cents to Java; 22/73 
cents to the Philippines; 20/21 cents to Japan 
and 10/11 cents to Singapore. 


Charters.—The following are the settlements :— ! 


cts. per 
piculs picul 

Ger. 8.8. Loyal ...... 32,000 to H.K. at 14 Cto 
Ger. 8.8. Progress ...20,000 ,, m » add ,, 
Nor. 8.8. Ulv oo... 27,000, i ae LS 3 
Ger. 8.8. Sexta ...... 36,000 ,, » » I3h,, 
Nor. 8.8. Tungus ...36,000_,, non It, 
Nor. 8.8. Standard...29,000 _,, SB Ady leh. 3 
Nor. 8.8. Uly 2.0.2... 29,000 _,, S’pore,, $2,800 in full 


Br. 8.8. Telemachus 36,000 to H.K. at 11 Rice 
Exports for the month of April of White Rice, 
Cargo Rice, and Paddy amount to 345,000 piculs 
to Hongkong, 76,400° to Shanghai, 51,500 to 
Manila, 2967700 to Japan, 95,800 to Singapore, 
83,100 to Sourabaya. 33,600 to Samarang and 
564,300 to Europe, Total 1,496,400 piculs 


the various Hongkong Opium markets have been 
as follows :— : 
Malwa. Putna. Benares. Pers'n. 


Stocks on the 16th April, 1908 .. 419 1,953 633. -1,013 
April 16th, Imports per Oceana _. 331} _ — 23 
a 20th os sy C. Apear., 200 a ees 
a 2th i 1 Aut Sang... — 600 280 a 
7504 1,953 918 1,206 

Less Exports to Shanghai .. 40 35 85 — 


.» Exports to East ae 
West Coast Ports including 
Local Consumption for ie 10s} 568 20 7 
fortnight... .. 0... 6... 


Estimated Stocks thia day .. 605 1,355 74 1,296 
Bengal.—Owing to good demand the market 
has been very active and prices advanced to 
$1,175 for Patna and $1,135 for Benares. The 
market closes quiet. 
Malwa,—Prices have advanced about $10/20. 
Quotations are as follows :— 


2 years old ..........48. +. 8980 

Bid gy ea evi cates «. 1,010/1,020 

Oldest v...cecescecsceveeees 1,050/1,060 
Persian. — Best drug is quoted at $880. 


Market is steady. 


Honexona, May 8th. 
Quotations are:— 


Malwa New ........ pode vacnaded $980 per picul, 
Malwa Old oo... e eee eeeees $1 do. 
Malwa Older oo... 0. cece eee e eee es $1020 do. 
Malwa Very Old .......cceecee ese ees $1060 do. 
Persian Fine Quality ..... evadenedve $800 do. 
Persian Extra Fine ......... oo $885 do. 
Patna New oo... ceececeeeeneee $1195 per chest. 
Patna Old. iccscticcscnwssesauccetessce —_ do. 
Benares Now  .......ceceeceeceecaeeee $1145 do. 
Benares Old ...............cccccecee eee s— do. 


The import of opium at Amoy from Ist 
January 1908 to April 24th was as follows :— 


Patna, old... ceeeees soceecesees Dil piculs 

me NGQW crisis ileaicseese stance 80 __s—=», 
Benares.....c ccc cccecceecseeees eooneQlS = 5, 
Persian sis. siiictcvvacsceehbucciees 9% CO, 
Malwa .....c..ccccecsss ccs ecesceees 1. hs 
Szechuen ........ccccesecceseeeeeees 258 
WU DAD sodas asics yasien' ses candace 166 2 
Rial pew oi scetentcstgaeveaves teexs 


The quotations at Amoy 
—Patna (new) $1,048 per chest; Benares (new, 
bottom) $1,170 in bend; Persian, medium, $600; 
ca $1,020 per picul; Szechuen $680; Yunnan 

640. 


PIECE GOUDS. 

Messrs. Noel, Murray & Co. of Shanghai, in 
their Piece Goods Report dated April, 30th state: 
—There is practically no change in the situation 
of the market since we last wrote, the stagnation 
then mentioned applying more to the lack of fresh 
business rather than to the current offtake of 
supplies on hand, It is true several important 
items, more expecially American makes, show a 
falling off, that being accounted for by the wur- 
pation of the Manchurian market by trade rivals, 
but so far as English goods are concerned there 
is no great reason for complaint, beyond the fact 
that in only a few instances does the trade show 
any expansion. Still, on the whole it is well up 
to the average, and consumers can scarcely Le 
hlaiwed if their requirements have not come up to 
the high estimates formed by their over-sanguine 
purveyors during the past few years. Anticipated 
wants are not always realised, and especially is it 
dangerous in markets like these that are subject 
to so inany vagaries in their most essential fac- 
tors, such as foreign Exchange, the price of the 
raw stablé and the state of native finances, not 
to mention political complications that are aver 
prevalent in this part of the Orient, and the trend 
of which in the near future is $0 full of uncer- 
tainty. Just as things have turned out contrary 
to all anticipations since the conclusion of the 
late War, so may the’ future jcourse of trade 
be changed in the near future, but whether in 
favour of the old order or its more complete eli- 
mination remaims tobe seen. It does not rest with 
the peaceful traders here; Governmente will have 
to determine. To add to the discomforture of 
holders of stocks much of which are.on a sterling 
basis through no fault of their own, Exchange 
hus declined a further three per cent during the 
interval and there is no telling if the bottom has 
yet been reached. Naturally those who, like the 
regular Auction firms, import amall quantities of 
each chop weekly and send quick returns, have 
been in a much more favourable position, and have 
not had to pay the heavy interest and storage 
charges that Lave proved an almost insufferable 
burden to the bulk of the goods that remain here 


This, coming so soon after the other one, which 
superstition betokened the commencement of dire 
disasters, according to precedent, will not help to 
restore confidence there, which will be a pity, for 
that. centre was really showing substantial sigtis 
of recovery, if not actual progress, after some 
years of ‘severe depression. tt is becoming more 
and more apparent that the British and Ameriéan 
trade will have to rely chiefly on the Yangtsze 
valley and Provinces further West, so that any- 
thing that happens in those regions is much to be 
regretted. A casual glance at the formidable list 
of cargo-carried now by any of the regular old lines 
of steamers will give a fair idea of the increasing 
trade that is going on with the River Porta, 
though not necessarily in Piece Goods, and taking 
into consideration the increased number of stea- 
mers now engaged in the trade. With the excep- 
tion of some 3,000 bales American Sheetings 
which have been bought from second hands for 
Newchwang, rendered possible by the slightly 
Letter Exchange now prevailing, nothing of any 
importance has come to our knowledge. The 
weather here has been unfavourable and clear- 
ance suffered during the interval, Manchester is 
easier and in consequence of the fall in Cotton is 
apparently ina position to solicit orders. The drop 
in Exchange, however, counteracts any advantage 
gained in |the cost of production. The latest 
Liverpool quotation for Mid American is 5.16d. 
and 7,d. for Egyptian. No quotation for “fu- 
ture” hag come in. The current quotations in 
New York are 8.85 cents for July and 8.30 cents 
for September, which does not look like any cur- 
tailment in the planting for the new crop! Manu- 
facturers are keeping quiet and not bothering this 
market, The greater facility with which Yarns 
are moving off as compared with Piece Goods 
shows that there is some opening for trade where 
it was not so grossly over-done, The total re- 
exports now exceed last year’s to the same date, 
and prospects look favourable for a continuance, 
‘he Native Cotton Crop is proving a surprise and 
is evidently going to be much shorter than waa at 
one time anticipated. 


Messrs. Ibert & Co., of Shanghai in their 
Report, dated, 30th April, state —There has been 
more business doing during the week, but it has 
mainly been resales by dealers of former pur- 
chases, and in many cases buyers have been able 
to get goods at their own prices. The fallin ex- 
change has apparently led up-country merchants 
to believe that there must be a limit ta the 
decline in prices here, but the effeet has been to 
zome extent neutralized by the continuous fall in 
cotton. That decline has been so sudden that it 
looks as if it is being assisted by bear speculation; 
those who have maintained that good cotton will 
be in short supply in the summer may yet prove 
to be right, in which case there may bea smart 
reacticn later on; it is said that a good deal of 
the cotton now in stock at Liverpool is of a 
quality which is not in demand. ‘lhe latest 
quotation is 5.16d. Business shows some signs of 
revival at Newchwang for which market further 
purchases have been settled consisting mainly of 
American goods at prices which are anywhere 
from 50 candareens to a tael per piece under 
replacing cost. It is said that the Chinese 
Government has given financial assistance to 
some of the Chinese banks there. It is reported 
that about 10,000 bales of native cloth have been 
settled for Newchwang at advancing prices. 
Tientsin still continues very depressed, but stocks 
are said to be gradually declining there, 
Szechuan buyers have bought more freely in 
fancy goods. The results of this and last year’s 
trading should impress upon importers! the 
disadvantages of encouraging Chinese to buy too 
heavily; the trade could be easily carried on with 
half the stock which Shanghai has been ac- 
customed to hold. 


MISCELLANEOUS EXPORTS. 
Per [. & O. steamer Devanh4, sailed 2nd May, 


1908. For Hambarg :—20 3 cigars, For 
Manchester: — 225 bales waste silk. For 
Gibraltar :—2 cases silk piece goods, For 8t, 


Chawmond :—20 bales raw silk. For Barcelona :— 
25 bales raw silk. For Lyons:—5+41 bales raw 
silk. For Marseilles :—27 cases cigars, 100 bales 
waste silk, 319 bales raw silk, 8 bales feathers. 
For Londou:—509 boxes tea, 125 balea raw silk, 
4 cases silks, 1 case old embroidery, 1° case 
watches, 28 cases cigars, 240 bales waste silk, 6 
cases bird featherze, 1 case bamboo and tortoise 
shell, 8 packages clothing and books, 5 cases 
instruments, For Naples:—9 cases cigars. For 
Trieste :—6 cases cigars. 
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AMOY MARKETS. 


The following were the quotations at Amoy on 


30th April :— 
IMPORTS. 
‘Cotton—Bombay ......... ie. no cargo 
Shanghai .........000 ce eeceeee $29.80 
Ning porn aiaceidess mhacueubieonarse 29.60 
Rangoon 200.0... cece eee eeceee no cargo 
Yarn—English 248.................. 185.00 
BOS). avec ce wees sie 175.00 
Bombay, 103...... $99.00 at 103.00 
162,.....116.00 at 120.00 
208......122.00 at 130.00 


Cutton Piece Goods,— 


picul. 
bale. 


Grey Shirtings, 8} IS: .2keime 4.00 piece. 
7 lbs... 0... 2.55 is 
T. Cloths 6 tbs, ordinary ......... 2.70 Se 
» 84in. & under by 80 yds. 3.00 i 
» 23,, » 84by40 ,, 3.20 Pa 
» 23, ,» STby2t ,, 250 : 
White Shirtings, Ist oan . 7.20 i 
: a and, 6.15 , 
af 3rd 4.00 | 
Turkey Red, 174 Ibs...0...00..... 6,00 e 
Drills, 23 lbs. and under ...... 6.60 7 
» over 123 Ibe... nocargo ,, 
Assorted Brocades............... 4.45 i? 
Brocades, White..............0... 5.00 ¥ 
Dyed oo... 4.45 “ 
Figured Shirtings, White ... 12.50 100 yds. 
i Dyed ...... 13.50 PP 
Chintz sasha besteSetave ste rose eos no cargo ,, 
Shirtings, Dyed ...........00.0... no caro ,, 
Damask oo... ccseceeeeeees no cargo ., 
Woo Ilens.— Camlets, Scarlet GO 
yards 31 in. oe, no cargo 
Assorted Camlets, 30yd.31 in. 23.U0 piece, 
Lastings, 380 yards 81 in....... 21.50 3 
Long Elis, Scarlet, 24 yards 
BL AD ec detested cancers ew... 950 7 
Assorted ......... cess no cargo ,, 
Spanish Stripes, Scarlet ...... 1.30 a 
Do. Assorted.................. 0.93 yard 
Lustres, Figured.......0.......... 0.16 ‘a 

Metal ;—Lead, Best Brands...... 11.20 picul 
Tin, Malacea oo... 91.00 at 92,00 
Nail Road Iron oo... 6.60 4 
Quicksilver 00. 95.00 flask 
Old Iron...... 0... saosine GAbeaRe se 2.60 pical 
Trouwire oe cccceeececeeccssaeeens 12.80 , 

Sessamum Seed :—Formosa...... no cargo 

Do. Chinkiang ... &.70 picul 

Oil Cakes :—Formosa............... 2.60 ‘3 

Pepper :—Black .....0....0......008. 26.C0 3 

Do. While: -.ccecandeidices 55,00 A 
Sapanwood :—Siam ............... 4,20 3 
Do. Manila............ -. 8.50 53 
Sandalwood:—New .......0.000..., 13.60 3 
Do. Oldeceenacnisiieedds 16 80 i 

Rattans:—Banjermassang ...... 12.00 is 
Do. Straita..... eee 4.40 ? 

Wheat— Shanghai ........0...0000.. $3.60 picul. 
Chefoo oo... ceccecccseseceeceee es nocargo ,, 
Chinkiang... occ ceeee 3.45 

Flour—California ..... . 2.18 at 2.28 5U lhs. Ibs uw, 

Beancake—Chefoo ................, 3.50 picul. 
Newchwang...............0ccccc ce 3.50 ‘i 

Peas—Chefoe, Green........0...... 3.70 ‘; 

Yellow... 3.95 es 
Newchwang Green ............., 4,40 FF 

Beche de Mer—White .... 22,00 - 
BiaO RS ccecinsesiavedsrpenssetries «: 52.00 

Tea Mate... 6.60 at 7,30 100 pieces, 

Kerosene—Awmerican Cases...... 3.07 case, 
American Bulk 2.0.0.0... 2.37 : 
Burmah Hoo eGhaeeenshbscad cw 2,80 Oo 
Somatra 4, eee eeeec cee eas 2.92 a 
Japanese gece eee eee — ' 
Borneo Tin8.......cc.. es ceceeeceees 2.67 10 gallons 
Borneo Bulk ......c cece eee 2,22 
Sumatra Tins ...........ccceecee 2,92 ii 

’ Sumatra Bulk... 2,47 s 

Coal—Japan 0.0.0... 12.50 ton 

Tobacco Leaf—Hankow ......... 20,00 picul 

Vermicelli (Bean) ...........0.., 18.50 ss 

EXPORTS, 

Bugar—Amoy White, No.1 ... 7.60 picul, 
Brown Cha-808 .. .............4. 4.80 - 
Frown Tue Tung ............... i 

te CBG. ehiciisaleveess caves ow eieas 11,00 a 

Hemp Bags, Old ow... 4.60 100. 
wy BACKING oo. eee ees 200,00 1,000 

Paper I Quality.........0 2.00.0. 18,50 picul. 

We phecauaesieiels 7.00 55 

Tobacco, Prepared isskeSeoetind weegs 26.00 My 

Kittysole,....cceesceses cones seseseeeee 18,50 100, 


CHINA OVERLAND TRADE REPORT 
HONGKONG QUOTATIONS. 


Honaxoxa, llth May, 1908. 
The following are the latest quotations i in the 


Hongkong markets :— 
APTICOb \ eoseeistiale deh stiaed mage ds eeneess $ oi4 
Borax isc venelo ascended sige ded deck se $15 
CASS. o icccicceande Sie ned cetecle Vdd) ohexcal Ge tee: $ 18 
CHOV OR: oss snuters vivhawues aceccesnt.cesedeey $ 30 
Cain photisinis chase cuaiekcdeblnevercaxs $95 
Caw Bezoar ...... cece ceeeee cee eceees $ 120 
Fennel Seed 2.0.00... ....ce ccc cceceec neces $ 8s 
Galangal. 222. c.yisec cent ee enaccctas $ +4 
GYAPOS 2c. 4e sass asset ge oey Seri nde es s g 
KASmis’ {.J.ccccescacctettiwiwaseecse3 $ 16 
ONG iis foc oe heats ce tagh tote auat toeey 3 382 
QO} DAM ose 52 0.3595 ote ee ished $ #13 
Oil Sandalwood oo... eee eee $ 135 
bi TROSB Beil setasdce codacs co tetdenedacet ics $ 50 te 125 
Pree 4: :1:) (; ee adronates ds $ 240 
RAINS: eisSeeciel vives vexed ibe rauaeeeiase § oie 
Senna Leaves wo... cc ccceceecceceeees § 8 
Sandalwood ..............c cece ce eee eee $ 23 
Saltpetee: cesvsncctuivicesssGeereeeecess 3 12 
SHARE REPORTS. 
Honarona, 8th May, 1908, — Business 


generally has been legs ac‘ive dur:ng the past 
week, but for some stocks, notably Binks. a 
fair inves!ment enquiry is still met with, and 
our market clos's firm with a tendency i: some 
o a-s {a sdvance, Bar Silver is slightly lower 
at 24.3d.and sterling excKange bas declined to 
1-94 fe T. Shanghai is unchanged at 74, 'T.T. 

Banxs.—Hongkong and Shanghais «fer 
sales at $6924 have advanced to 8695 with gules 
and farther buyers. London has improved to 
£74, Nationals can be plac-d at $52, 

Marine Insursnces.—Unions are quiet 
with small! sales and further sellers at $1974. 
China T'radera and North Chinas are still in re- 
quest at last quotations, and Yang!sz-sat |heim- 

proved rate of $145. Cantons have been soldina 
baal way at $2235, and mora+haresarepr: curable, 

Firg [nsugzances,—Hongkongs ara firmer 
with buyers at $3124, and Chinas at 892 after 
sales at $91 and sult. 

Surppinag.— Hongkong, Canton and Macavs 
have been booked at $29, and a few more shares 
ara procurable at the rate. Indo-Cbinae, China 
& Mapilas and Douglases bave not been dealt in 
during the interval, & quotations are unchanged, 
Vhere are sellers of Star Ferries at $32 and $18 
for (he old and 1 ew igeues respectively, and Shell 
Transports could probably beoblained at 45s 

REFINERIES, — China Sugars are quiet al 
$135 after a emall sale at the rate, ard Luzons 
are atill neglected at $15. 

Mintna,—A :mall parcel of Ranbs has been 
done at $8} at which rate th-re are buyers, 
Charbonnages continue in request at $560. 

Docks, WHARVES AND GupDowNs —Hong 
kong and Whampoa Dock: bave bean booked at 
$103, $1034 and $lO4, market closing with a 
few mors shares obtainable at the latter rate. 
Hongkong at.d Kowloon Wharves hava baan 
done at $52. New Amoy Docks continu; in 
request al $95 and Shanghai !)<oks have buyars 
at the improved rate of Tls 8&3. Shanghai and 
Hongekaw Wha: ves ara quiet at Tle. 223, 

Lanps, HoTELs anxpD BoILpINGs.—Hosg- 
kong Laues are quiet at $99 with small salos and 
further sellers. Kow'oon Lands, Wist Puinta 
and Hotels are all procurable at. quotation, and 
Shanghai Lands at the slightly lower quotitioa 
of Tis, 1134in the North. Hump!ireys Estites 
have gold aud continue in request a! S!u. 

Cotton Muiuws. -—-Hongkong Cot ons after 
sileg at $104 bava improved to 311 with buyers 
We have heard of uo local business in the Nor- 
thar stocks for which elesirg quota ions are as 
follows :—Ewos 11s. 58; Iuternational. Tls. 57; 
Laon Kung Mows T 774 ands dy Chees T. 264), 

MiscELLANEOUS.—China Borneos have again 
baen booked at $03, and China Providants at $9. 
Dairy Farms ars wanted at $193 after small 
sales ag the rate, and Electrics Are in dema dat 
the improved quotation of a he x the dividand 
and bouus of $1.20 per share for 1907, paid on 
the 4th, inst, Green Island Cemen’s in the 
early part of the week were doein a sm li way 
at $103, but latterly this stock has bung fire, 
and our market closes with some sellers at the 
quotation, Peak Tramways have improved to 


| $13} for the old sorip, and $2} for the n=w, both 


losing with buyers. Ropes ‘have again been 
booked at $33 at which rate a few shares are 
procurible. Union Water Boafs can be placad 
at $114 and Watkins at $3. 


PR ae 
309 
Quotations are as follows :— 
ComPANy. .Patp ue _ Quorartons, 
Alhambra ‘Ps. 200 |Nominal 
| 
Ranks— 
Hongkong & S'hai...: $125 ' |8695, buyers 


‘|London £74 


National B. of China; £6 1°51, buyers 
Bells Asheatas E. A..i12s. 6d. ($74, sellers 
China-Rarneo Co.......! $12 |f11, sellers 
China Light & P. Co. oh t $6, buyera 
China Provident ...... €l0 1$9, buyers 
Cotton Milla — : 

Fiwo..... cee cee “Is. 50 /Tls. 68 

Hongkong .........+ $10 1811, buyers 

International ...... Ts. 75 (Tls. 67 

Laou Kung Mow ...'Tla. 100 |Tla. 774 

Suychee ooo... eesiyes Tila. 500 {TIs. 266 
Dairy Farm . oo. : #6 (319), sales 
Docks & Wharves—! . 

H.& K. Wharf & G. $50 1352, sales 

WH. & WL Doek 2.0... $50 |$104, sellers 

New Amoy Douek .. $6} |$9}, buyers 

Tare Sora tt fr. 100}ms 83, buys 

Shai & H. Wharf... Ts. 100 |Tla, 223 
Fenwick & Co., Geo... $25 '§13, sellers 
GQ. Island Cement. ...[ $10 [s104. acllers 
Hongkong & CL Gas...i £10 [$175 
Hongkong Rivebtiess| $10 |$15}, buyers 
Hongkong Hotel oe $50 $96, sellers 


Hongkong Tea Go...... : 25 1$225, sellers 
ff, K. Milling Co, Id. g1uq [Nominal 


Hongkong Rope Vo., J $10 ($33, sales 
Tnsurances — : 
Canton ........e ee. ' $50 {'235, sales 
China Fira............ | $20 |$914, buyers 
China Traders ...... : $25 ($863, buyers 
Hongkong Fire...... ! $50 /$312} ,buyers 
North China.......... : £5 'Tls 78, buyers 
Union 2.2... cccceenes ; $100 1$797}, sales & sel. 
Yangts78 ......0..0.. $60 | $145 
Land and Buildings— . 
H'kong LandInvest.; $100 | 99, sales 
Humphrey’s Estate $10 /$10, sales & buy. 
Kowloon Land & B. $30 | 326 
Shanghai Land...... Tie. 50 jTle. 114 


WestPoint Building} $50 
Mining— 


3/9, sellers 


Charbonnages ...... Fes.25) |2560, buyers 
Rauvsircecs wore \ 18/10 |$8}, buyers 
- py :( $10 (813%, buyers 

Peak ‘Tramways ...... ‘) “81 12.10, buyers 
Philippine Co... | flu 138, buyers 
Refineries — 

China Sugar... .....4 $10) 13135, sales 

Luzon Suyar 1 = $10.) 1$15 


Stermship Companies! 


Chinaand M-anila.. $25 I$LU, sellera 

Douglas Seat $50 |$40 
IL., Canton & M. $15 |$29, sellers 

« ( |2388 

Indo-ChinaS, N. Co. so 324 

. Shell ‘Tre ansport Co, £1 j45]- 
Star Ferry ow... $10 |382, sellers 
Do. New... 35 ($18, sellers 
seuth China M. Post : $25 |323, buyers 

Stewm Laundry Co. ...! $5 (86, sellera 


Stores & Dispensaries. i 


Campbell, M. & Co, $1U. ($15, sellors 
Powell & Co., Win. $10 185 
Watkins 000.0000. $lu 1$3, buyers 
Watson & Co., A. S. $10 {$10, sales 
Wiesmann Ld. ........, $100 |165 
United Ashestos ....., $£ |$13, buyers 
Ido. Founders...... | $:0 |$150, buyers 


Union Waterboat Co,| 310 


$11}, buyers 


VERNON & SMYTH, Brokors. 


Messrs, J.P. Bisset & Co.’sSua aur Share Report 
for the week erding 30th, April :—Since our last 
issue the share market has been decidedly active. 
and a good business bas been done. Shares in 
Maatschappij &e. in Langkat Co. continue to 
improve an-| there has been a strong demand for 
cash and forward shares. Banks,—Hongkong ana¢ 
Shanghai Panks have sustained a sudden and 
emphatic decline owing to a large number of 
shares being put on this market from London. 
‘he opening rate on the 23rd was nominally §710, 
but sales have since been made at $705, $700, 
3697}, $495 and $693; at the close we should 
quote the market as steady at $695. Insurance. 
—Union Insurance. A few shares are on offer ‘at 
$80) ex div. North-China Insuranée shares are 
wanted at Tls. 80. Yangtsze Insurance: The 


eke 


310 


dividend having been paid yesterday all the 
shares rank equally, Transactions have taken 
place at $147) and there are further buyers. 
Shipping.—There is no business reported under 
this heading, Docks and Wharves.—Shanghai 
Dock and Engineering Co. Ld. There has been 
a demand for shares but very few are obtainable. 
Rates at closing are Tls. 82 for cash and Ts, 84 
for July buyers. Shanghai and Hongkew Wharf 
shares; A fair business has been done in this 
stock at Tls, 224 for cash and Tis. 230 to T'ls. 229 
for June, The market is steady at the close. 
Yangtsze Wharf and Godown: A transaction is 
reported at Tls. 212). Sugar (‘os.—Nv businss re- 
ported this week. Mining.—Chinese Engineering 
and Mining Co. A few shares are wanted at T's. 16}. 
Lands.—Shanghai Land Investment Co: A slight 
re-action has taken place in this steck and a | 
fair number of shares are on offer ut Tls, 114 with- 
out finding buyers. Anglo-French Land Invest- 
ment Co, Shares have been placed at Ts. 8, 
Industrial-Ewo Cottons have been in demand at 
-S57 for cash and T]s. 68} for June, Shanghai 
Co: <A few shares have changed hands at 
Tia. 108. China Flour Mills have declined to 
Tis. 51, Matschappij ce. in Lanekats: A 
considerable business has been done this week, 
our market opening with cash shares at Tls. -+70, 7 
On the 25tha slight weakness prevailed and 
transactions are reported at Ts. 4573 for cash | 
and Tls, 4673 fur June. On Monday, the 27th ; 
however, quite a rush teok place for cash and 
forward shares, and rates quickly improved to 
Tis. 470 and Tis. 472} for cash, and Ts, 475 
for June. <A strong demand has continued 
ever since, and cur closing rates are ‘T'ls. 
475 cash and ‘lls. 485 for June. We hear afa, 
transaction for September at Tle. 605. The: 
market at closing is decidedly strong. Shanchai 
Sumatra Tobacco: Cash shares are wantedlat T's, 
87. Kalumpong Rubbers have improved to Tls. 
45, Shanghai Electric Construction Co: There 
are still sellera at £10. Miscellancows.—Hall & 
Holtz, Ltd. have been placed at $22. Astor House 
Hotel Co. shares are wanted at $22. Horse 
Bazaars have been dealt inat Ts. 46 for June. 
China Import Lumber Co: A transaction is report- 
ed at Tls. 90 and there are further luyers. : 
Loans & Debentures,—Shanghai Municipal five | 
& half per cent Debentures have been dealt in at 
Tis. 91; Shanghai WaterworksG per cent Dehs, 
have Leen placed at par. 


EXCHANGE, 


Monpay, May 11th. 
Ou Lonpox.— 


Telegraphic Transfer 1.0... cca 19 

Bank Bills, on demand... ........... 1946 
Bank Bills, at 80 days’ sight ... ..... 1,4 
Bank Bills at £ months’ sight ...... 1/9,5, 
Credits, at 4 months’ sight ......... 1/91"c 


Documentary Bills, 4months’ sight...1/9, % 
ON PaBis.—. 


Bank Bills, on demand ...............4.. 2704 
Credits 4 months’ sight .............. 2204 
ON GEEBMANY.— 
On demand........... Sieaidv onde ceteneravns \793 | 
On New Yorg.— ; 
Bank Bills, ondemand ..............0.4. 422 1 
Credits, 60 days’ sight ........ {44 
On BomBay.— 
Telegraphic Transfer .........cc0cccee 132} 
Enank, on demand ................0..00005 132 
On CALcoT a.— | 
Telegraphic Transfor ..............608 132} 
Bank on demand ..........ccccceee 132} | 
On SHaNGHAI.— 
Bank, at sight... .......c cece . 744 | 
Private, 30 days’ sight ............... 75% 
On YokuHama.— 
On demand .oi.sececcccccccceeceeeeneees 85 
On MANILA.— 
On domand ........ccececececseeeee ones 864 
On SINGAPORE.— 
~ Ondemand .i.cceeeccccrrrees 755 p.c. pm. 
On Biravia.—On demand ...........0.. 1053 
On Harpacna.—QOn demand........ 82 p.c. pm. 
On Sarcon—On demand ............ 84 p.c. pm 
On Banawor.—On demand ............... Rig 
Sovezeians, avk’s Buying Rate .. ... $11.20 
Goup Lear, 100 fine, per tael ............ $ 8.75 
BAR SILVER, Por 0% oo eecceseecee esse eee ee 241%, 
1 
| SUBSIDIARY COINS. 
Toe per cent. | 
Chinese 20 cents pieces ...... $8.15 discount, , 
owe 10 4 fy chaics: 8.75 5 i 
Horgkong 20 : i ee 7.49 » | 
a 1f ,, aye taeda 7.95 ‘3 
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SHIPPING. 
ARRIVALS AND DEPARTURES SINCE LAST 
MaIL. ; 
May— ARRIVALS. * 


1, Chowf:, German str.. from Bangkok. 

1, Childar, Norwegian str., from Bangkok. 
1, Devanha, British atr., from Yokobama 

1, Heim, Norwegian str., from HKangkok. 

1, Hongkong, French str., from Haiphong. 
1, Kashing, British str., from: Chefoo. 

1, Mathilde, German str., from Haiphong. 

1, P. Sigismund, Ger. str,, from Melbourne. 
1, Siam, British str., from Shanghai. 

1}, Teav, British str., from Manila. 

2, E of Douglas, Br. str., from Port Kemble. 
2, Foochow, Britieh str., fron Chinkiang. 
2, Hikosan Maru, Japanese str., from Moji. 
2, Kaifeng, British str., from Iloilo 

2, Kiangpiog, Chinese str. from Chinkiang 
2, Nippon M., Jap. str., from San Francisco, 
2, Proteus, Norwegian str., from Bangkok. 
2, Quinta, German str., from Tsingtau: 

2, Shantung, British str., from Hongsy. 
2, Tydeus, British str.. from Shanghai - 
3, Haitan, British str., from Coast Ports. 
3, Indien, Danish str, from Moji. 
3, Meefoo, Chinese str., from Shanchai. 
8, Oceano, British str.. from Wakamatsu. 
3, Taikosan M., Jap. str., from Kuchinotzu. 
3, Tango Maru, Japanese str., from Japan. 
4, F. of China, British str., from Vancouver. 
+, Halvard, Norwegian str., from Singapore. 
4, J. Diederichsen, Ger. str., from Hoihow. 
4, Kumsang, British str., from Caleutta, 

4, Loongsang, British str., from Manila, 

4, Moyori Maru, Jap. str., from London. 

4, Rubi, British str., from Manila, 

4, S. v. Langkat, Datch str., from Tientsin. 
4, Spir, Norwegian sir., from Chefoo. 

4, Yorck, German atr., from Yokohama, 

5, Amigo, German atr., from Haiphong. 

5, Asia, British s(r., from San Francisco. 

5, Banarty, British str., from Singapore. 

5, Buelow, German str., from Hamburg. 

5, Chowtai, German str., from Bangkok. 

5, Eiger, Norwegian str., from Bangkok. 
5, Hanoi, French str., from Haiphong. 

5, Nore, British str., from Yokohama. 

5, Silesia, German str., from Shanghai 

5, Soshu Maru, Jap. str., from Shanghai. 
G, Candia, British etr., from London. 

6, Capri, Italian atr., from Singapore. 

6, Chunsang, British str,, from Sourabays. 


6, Daijin Maru, Japanese str., from Swatow. 


6, Haimun, British str., from Coast Ports. 
6, Hakata Marn, Jap str., from Singapore. 


6,-Ind:asamha, British str., from New York. 


6, Rajaburi, German str., from Bangkok. 
6, Standard, Norwegian str., from Saigon. 
6, Telemachus, British str. from Saigon. 
7, Feiching, Chinese str.. from Shanghai. 
7, Hailav, Freoch str, froni Hoihow. | 

7, Hangsang, British str., from Shanghai. 
7, Hongmoh, British str., from Penang. 

7, Pakhoi, Brilish str., from Wubu. 

7, Pronto, Norweg’an str., from Haiphong. 
7, Singan, British str., from Haiphong. 

?, Triumph, German str., from Tourane, 


May— DEPARTURES, 


1, C. Diederichsen, Ger. str., for Haiphong. 


1, Haichiog, British str., for Coast Ports. 
1, Kalomo, British str., for Shanghai. 

1, Pongtong, G-rman atr., for Bangkok. 
1, Taiwan, British str., for Saigon. 

1, Tungus, Norwegian str., for Japan. 

1, Yuensang. British str., for Manila. 

2, Devauha, British str., for Europe, &o. 
2, Grybeval, Briti-h atr., for Port Said, 
2, Johanne, Garman str., for Hoihow. 

2, Kutsang, British s'r., for Shanghai. 

2, Manchuris. Am. str., for‘Sin Francisco. 
2, Namsang, British str., for Singapore. 
2, Siam, British ttr., for Singapore. 


2; Torge Viken, Norwegian str., for Labuan. 


2, Zafiro, British str., for Manila. 
3, Chibli, British str., for Hoihow. 
3, Cheongsbing, British st., for Swatow. 


3, Hokuto Maru, Japanese str.. for Saigon. 


3, Joshin Maru, Japanese str., for Swatow. 
3. Landrat Scheiff, German str., for Moji. 
3, Nord, Norwegian str., for Hongay. 

3, P. Sigismund. Ger. str., for Yokohama. 
3, Shaohsing, British str., for Shanghai. 

4, Choising, German str., far Amoy. 

4, Hongkong. French str., for Haiphong, 

4, Hopsang, British s‘r., for Moji. 

4, Kwanglee, Chinese str., for Shanghai. 


[May 11, 1908. 


5, Eastern, British str., for Moji. 

5, Haitan, British str., for Coast Ports. 

5, Heim, Norwegian str., for Bangkok. 

5, Hikosan Maru, Japanese str., for Saigon. 
h, Indien, Danish str., for Saigon. 

5. Mathilde, German str., for Hoihow. 

5, Moyori Maru, Jap. str., for Shanghai. 

5, Ragnar, Norwegian str., for Rajang. 

5, 8. v. Langkat, Dutch str. for Palembang. 
5, Tydeus, British str., for Singapore. — 

5, Tongshing, British str., for Swatow. 

5, Yingchow, British str., for Amoy. 

6, Benarty, British str,, for Nagasaki. 

6, Buelow, German str., for Shanghai. . 

6, ‘ hoysang, British str., for Shanghai. 

6, Devawongse, German str., for Swatow. 

6, Fausang, British str, for Saigon. 

6, Halvard, Norwegian str., for Singapore, 
6, J. Diederichsen, German str., for Pakhoi; 
6, Kaifong, British str., for Ceba. 

6, Nore, British str., for Singapore. 

6, Numantia, Ger. str., for Moji & Portland, 
6, Sexta, German str., for Newchwang. 

6, lean, British str,. for Manila, : 

6, Yorck, German str., for Europe, &o. 

7, Candia, British str., for Shanghai. 

7, Childar, Norwegian str., for Bangkok. - 
7, Hakata Maru, Japanese str., for Kobe. 

7, Ithaka, German str., for Chinkiang. 

7, Shantung, German str., for Sourabaya. 
7, Silesia, German str., for Colombo. 
7, Sosha Maru, Japanese str., for Swatow. 
7, Taikosan Maru, Jap. atr., for Kuchinots 1. 


PASSENGERS 
ARRIVED. 

Per Asia, for Hongkong, from San Fransisco, 
Dr. J. H. Campbell, Rev. L. L. Coorardy, M.D., 
Messrs. C. J. Cutting and William H. Connor; 
from Honolulu, Mrs &. C. Campbell, P, Whit- 
man and child; from Yokohims, Miss N. B. 
Winston; from Kobe, Mr L. G. Brown; from 
Nagasaki, Mrs N. Homstead; from Shanghai, 
Mr and Mrs T. Fanatse, infant and servant, 
Mes:rs, E. W. Baackham, V. Meyer & servant, 
M. Sinclair and servant. : 

_ Per Yorek, for Hoogkong, from Yokohama, 
Mrs Eagling, Misses 8, Scarr and Hanson ; 
from Kobe, Mr Est. Pingdengolas; from Naga- 
saki, Misses Jami Harder, Sakino Jogu and 
Kiyo Bnto, and Mr Phil. Pickford, from ~ 
Shanghai, Mrs Simmons, Mesars. KE. Wellmann, 
Th. Adair dnd servant, Nielson, H. M. Giffen, 
Pemberton, G. Mourer, Thomomoir; Fagenaga, 
R. Ross, A, Panausses, P. Parissio, F. Luise, 


fy 


G. Gnassasindis and A, Maroegoelo. 

Per Buelow, for Hongkoog, from Hambarg, | 
Dr. H. W. ‘Langheim, Messrs. K. Blook and J. 
Krause; from Southampton, Messra. G. G. 
Richardsonjand George Thomson Jough; from 
Genoa, Mriand Mrs H. J. Carmichael, Mossrs, 
G. Brockmann, Hormanno and _ Wilson (2); 
from Naples, Mra H. &, Alexander; from 
Gibraltar, ‘Mr and Mrs Juan Manzano; from 
Colombo, Princess B. D. ‘Singh, Messrs. W, 
Armagini |Naidu, Oliver and servant; from 
Penang, Mr M. Dougall; from Singapore, Mrs 
S. Howland and party, Miss H. M. Elliot, Dr, 
Med. Weip| Dr. D.G. Elliot, Messrs, C, Ruasel, 
G. G. Carry and servant. . 

Per Prinz Sigiemund, for Hongkong, from 
Sydney, Mr and Mrs Goldscheider, Col. R. A. 
Finlayson, Dr. Geo. Annand, Messrs, W. Miller, 
G. Crop, A. Firth and A. Dickinson; from 
Samarai, Ir. and Mra Flemmiog Jones; from 
Simpsofhafen, Mr and Mrs Mirow, ohild and 
servant, ih a Mrs Ferdinandes, Miss Séhusa, 
Consul M. (Thiel, Dr. H. Biising, Professor Dr. 
Preuss, Mbasrs, Mahler, Wernicke, Bagdaho, 
Ludwig & Prejava, from Friedrich Wilhelms- 
hafen, Mr Winkelmann; from Manila, Mr and 
Mrs Deland Mr and Mrs G. D. Banker, 


‘Consul Drjand Mrs Granenwald, Major and 
Mrs L. J. Magill, Rev. and Mrs Williams 2 
children and 2 servants, Mra James F, Smith, 
Mrs M. Brew, Miss B. Leverich, Measrs, 
J.G. Repide, H. B. Hall, J. D. Miller, J. B. 
Silkirk, E.|W. Blair, Weirich and Beckmann ; 
for Kobe, from Sydoey, Mr Strickland; from 
Manila, My R. Leonhardt; for Yokohama, from 
Sydney, Mr and Mrs Pietsoker, and Misses 
(2) Hillmer. : , 


Printed anfi published by Bertram Avaustus 
Has, for the Concerne4, at 10a, Des Veux 
Road Ventral, City of Victoria, Hongkong, 
London Uffice 131, Fleet Street, E.C. 


